
Obadiah
“Though you soar like the eagle and make 

your nest among the stars, from there I will 

bring you down,” declares the LORD.

From the Minor Prophets



The Feud

“The babies jostled each other within her” Genesis 25:22.  Jacob griped 

his older brother Esau’s heal as they were born.

Jacob deceived Esau and Isaac to receive the family birthright.

Israel was denied passage through Edom during the Exodus.

David subjugated the Edomites.

Edom stood by and did nothing in Israel time of need.

Herod ordered the killing of all male babies under the age of two.
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Just the Facts

� The name Obadiah means servant of Jehovah.

� Obadiah is unusual in that it is not addressed to Israel or Judah but to Edom.

� Two dates are proposed for the writing of Obadiah.

c. 845 B.C. II Kings 8:20  In the time of Jehoram, Edom rebelled against 

Judah and set up its own king. 21So Jehoram went to Zair with all his chariots. 

The Edomites surrounded him and his chariot commanders, but he rose up 

and broke through by night; his army, however, fled back home. 22To this day 

Edom has been in rebellion against Judah

c. 586 B.C.   Psalms 137:7 Remember, O LORD, what the Edomites did on the 

day Jerusalem fell. “Tear it down,” they cried, “tear it down to its 

foundations!”



Just the Facts

Theme: The denunciation of Edom and prophecy of destruction

Hope: While not written to Judah, Obadiah reassures God’s people that they would 

be restored.

Only 21 verses in length Obadiah can be divided into three sections.

� The coming judgment of Edom in verses 1-9.

� Edom’s mistreatment of his brother in verses 10-16.

� God’s peoples final triumph in verses 17-21.



3The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in

the clefts of the rocks and make your home on the heights,

you who say to yourself, ‘Who can bring me down to the

ground?’





Proverbs 8:13 To fear the LORD

is to hate evil; I hate pride and

arrogance, evil behavior and 

perverse speech.

Proverbs 18 18: Pride goes before destruction, a 

haughty spirit before a fall. 19Better to be lowly in spirit 

and among the oppressed than to share plunder with 

the proud.

Psalms 10:4 In his pride the wicked does not seek him; 

in all his thoughts there is no room for God.



Matthew 23: 12 For whoever 

exalts himself will be humbled, 

and whoever humbles himself 

will be exalted.

1 John 2:15-17, "Do not love the world nor the things in the 

world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not 

in him, because all that which is in the world: the lust of the 

flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of 

the Father, but is of the world. And the world is passing away, 

and its lust. But the one doing the will of God abides forever." 

Is pride of God or of the world? Will it endure with God? What 

do you think this means for those who continue to be prideful?



Galatians 6:7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man

reaps what he sows. 8The one who sows to please his sinful nature,

from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please

the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9Let us not become

weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest

if we do not give up. 10Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do

good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of

believers.

1 Corinthians 8:12 When you sin

against your brothers in this way

and wound their weak conscience,

you sin against Christ.
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Isaiah 1:1 This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 2In

the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as chief among

the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.
3Many peoples will come and say,“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,

to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in

his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

Micah 1: 1 In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established

as chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and peoples will

stream to it. 2Many nations will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain

of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we

may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from

Jerusalem.

Hebrews 12: 22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the

city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in

joyful assembly, 23to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in

heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men

made perfect, 24to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled

blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.





Petra 1926


