
Why Do We Pray That Way?

A respectfully honest look at the  

traditions and teachings on how we talk to God



Tradition of the Week



A word about today’s class: 

• Reminder of the premise and spirit of this class

• I believe there are God-ordained roles for men and women.  Also 

that there are man-made traditions regarding role boundaries. 

• Acknowledgement of the controversy of this topic

– Scripture is hard to understand and reconcile

• Today’s emphasis is on prayer, although other roles will be 

mentioned.  

– Not an exhaustive study

• Thoughts on Unity

– Unity is not the same at avoiding conflict

• Appreciation for the freedom to teach this class

– 100% of the content and opinion are mine and mine alone

– Goal is to be open to taking a step back and thinking
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Mission Team, church parking lot, Saturday 10:00 a.m.
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Life Group, home, Sunday 7:00 p.m.
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Room 8, Sunday 10:00 a.m.
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Auditorium, Sunday 10:00 a.m.



A very short history of equality 

for women





Q: I understand why men lead prayer in public and not 

women. But what about my wife and I praying together 

in private, is it wrong for her to lead us in prayer?

A Church of Christ Website

A: The one saying a prayer is leading those who are 

listening. It is a position of authority. That position was 

given to men.  "For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And 
Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell 
into transgression" (I Timothy 2:13-14).  It is not proper for a 

wife to take on a position not given to her by God, nor is it 

proper for a husband to place his wife in a position not 

authorized by God.

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/I%20Timothy%202.13-14


The Key Verses



A woman should learn in quietness and full 

submission. I do not permit a woman to teach or to 

assume authority over a man; she must be quiet.  For 

Adam was formed first, then Eve.  And Adam was not 

the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived 

and became a sinner.

1 Timothy 2:11-14

Women should remain silent in the churches (ekklēsia)

. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in 

submission, as the law says.  If they want to inquire 

about something, they should ask their own husbands 

at home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in 

the church (ekklēsia)

1 Corinthians 14:34-35



How we’ve applied these 

verses:



Men Women

Elder Yes No

Deacon Yes No

Preacher Yes No

Ministry Leader Yes Yes

Song Leader Yes No*

“Minister” Title Yes Yes

Paid Minister Yes No

Teaching Bible Class Yes No*

Scripture Reader Yes No*

Public Prayer Yes No*

Prayer Team Yes Yes

Chain Prayer Starter Yes No*

Lord’s Supper Thoughts Yes No

Passing the Trays Yes No

Making Announcements Yes No*

Asking for Prayers Yes No*

Planning VBS/Camp Yes Yes

Leading VBS/Camp Yes No



But there are also these 

verses…



Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the 

house of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven.  He had four 

unmarried daughters who prophesied.

Acts 21:8-9

Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip 

and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of 

Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.  

They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the 

women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

Acts 1:13-14

But I want you to realize that the head of every man is 

Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the head of 

Christ is God.  Every man who prays or prophesies with his 

head covered dishonors his head.  But every woman who 

prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her 

head—it is the same as having her head shaved.

1 Corinthians 11:3-5



So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for 

all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, 

neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you 

are all one in Christ Jesus.  If you belong to Christ, then you 

are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.  

Gal. 3:26-29

Submit to one another out of reverence 

for Christ.

• Wives -> Husbands (56 words)

• Husbands -> Wives (167 words)

• Children -> Parents

• Fathers -> Children

• Slaves -> Masters

• Masters -> Slaves

Ephesians 5:21-6:9



Many Questions: 

Husband/Wife vs. Man/Woman

What is “church”?

Cultural vs. Eternal

Silence – meaning & settings



What / Where / When is the 

“church”? 

(ecclesia)





Ekklēsia is never used as a 

time and a place. 

Primarily, a gathering of 

believers for spiritual purposes

On arriving there, they gathered the church together and 

reported all that God had done through them and how he 

had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.  Acts 14:27

In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a 

church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent 

I believe it.  1 Corinthians 11:18



Q: When and where does a 

woman give a mission or 

ministry update? 

A: Wednesday evening in the 

fellowship hall





Is part of the issue as simple as 

our language choice? 

“Leading a prayer” 

vs.

“Saying a prayer”

or

“Sharing a prayer”

Does prayer = authority? 





Stories





My Personal Conclusions on 

Women Praying

I don’t think we’ve been consistent with our understanding 

of ecclesia.  I think we’ve turned it into a day + time + room. 

I do not believe that someone sharing a prayer with others is 

an act of authority or leadership. 

The safety fences we’ve built around the idea of authority or 

leadership seem legalistic, inconsistent, and irrational

The well-meaning intentions to obey God in the past have 

led to man-made restrictions that have had the unintended 

consequence of causing many of our sisters in Christ to feel 

awkwardness or shame in hearing their own voices praying 

with others



Next Week: 

Class Summary and Wrap Up


