
Why Do We Pray That Way?

A respectfully honest look at the  

traditions and teachings on how we talk to God



Tradition of the Week



What should we pray for? 

Alone or Together



Survey Says:  What do we 

typically pray for? 



Boldness:  Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable 

your servants to speak your word with great boldness.  

Acts 4:23-31

Previously Mentioned

Confession: Confess your sins to each other and pray for 

each other so that you may be healed. James 5:16

Forgiveness:  And forgive us our debts, as we also have 

forgiven our debtors.  …For if you forgive other people 

when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also 

forgive you.  Matt. 6:12,14



Thanks for the faithfulness of 

others

..Ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus 

and your love for all God’s people, I have not stopped 

giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.  

Eph. 1:15-16

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, when we pray for you, because we have heard of 

your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all 

God’s people.  Col. 1:3-4

We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and 

sisters, and rightly so, because your faith is growing 

more and more, and the love all of you have for one 

another is increasing.  2 Thess. 1:3



Knowledge and Wisdom

I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 

revelation, so that you may know him better.  Eph. 1:17

We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge 

of his will through all the wisdom and understanding 

that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy 

of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in 

every good work, growing in the knowledge of God  Col.  

1:9-10



Hope & Peace

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 

you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by 

the power of the Holy Spirit.  Rom. 15:13

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at 

all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you.  

2 Thess. 3:16



Spiritual Power

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen 

you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so 

that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  Eph. 

3:16-17

May you be strengthened with all power according to 

his glorious might so that you may have great 

endurance and patience  Col. 1:11



Jesus in John 17 (or 7, whatever)

Protection:  My prayer is not that you take them out of the 

world but that you protect them from the evil one.  v. 15

Unity:  I pray …that all of them may be one, Father, just as you 

are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the 

world may believe that you have sent me. ..so that they may 

be brought to complete unity. v. 20-23

Knowing Christ:  Now this is eternal life: that they know you, 

the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  v. 3

Presence:  I have made you known to them, and will continue 

to make you known in order that the love you have for me may 

be in them and that I myself may be in them.  v. 26



Balancing

Physical

vs. 

Spiritual



Superstition & Prayer



My Definition: 

• Claiming an ability to read the signs 

of the universe and connect them to 

consequences or events

• Believing that you control or alter 

events normally outside of your 

control by your actions or thoughts. 



Genie / Trickster



Stories



Assurance

Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a 

snake instead?  Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a 

scorpion?  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give 

good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in 

heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him! 

Luke 11:11-13

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do 

not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself 

intercedes for us through wordless groans.  And he who 

searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the 

Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will 

of God.  And we know that in all things God works for the 

good of those who love him.

Romans 8:26-28



Next Week: 

Prayer and Gender


