
Why Do We Pray That Way?

A respectfully honest look at the  

traditions and teachings on how we talk to God



Tradition of the Week





Without our traditions,our lives would be as shaky asAs a fiddler on the roof!

“Without our traditions, our 

lives would be as shaky as 

a fiddler on the roof!”

Tevye the Dairyman

Fiddler on the Roof



Public Prayer

“Praying out loud with others”

Assembly

Family

Group

Pair



What are our traditions (or practices)? 

1.________________________

2.________________________

3.________________________

4.________________________

5.________________________

6.________________________

Formal Language

Bias towards the eloquent

Advanced prep / written

Length

Praying in personal style

Assumptions about God’s presence



Practicing His Presence 



You have searched me, LORD, and you know me.  You know 

when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from 

afar.  You discern my going out and my lying down; you are 

familiar with all my ways.

Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it 

completely.  You hem me in behind and before, and you lay 

your hand upon me.  Such knowledge is too wonderful for 

me, too lofty for me to attain.

Where can I go from your Spirit?  Where can I flee from your 

presence?  If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make 

my bed in the depths, you are there.  If I rise on the wings of 

the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there 

your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.

Psalm 139:1-10 



God did this so that they would seek him 

and perhaps reach out for him and find 

him, though he is not far from any one of 

us. ‘For in him we live and move and have 

our being.’ As some of your own poets 

have said, ‘We are his offspring.  

Acts 17:27-28



Would changing how we think 

about God’s presence change 

how we pray? 

Let’s try it and see…



Public Prayer

“Praying out loud with others”

Assembly

Family

Group

Pair



Praying Together & These..

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the 

law of Christ.  Galatians 6:2

Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  

Romans 12:15

Encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact 

you are doing.  1 Thessalonians 5:11

Encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so 

that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.  

Hebrews 3:12-13

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 

bond of peace.  Ephesians 4:3

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each 

other so that you may be healed.  James 5:16



Make the most of every 

opportunity…



Next Week: 

What Should We Pray For?

+

Superstition & Prayer 


