
Why Do We Pray That Way?

A respectfully honest look at the  

traditions and teachings on how we talk to God



Tradition of the Week

590 AD?



Prayer on TV



PREFERENCE TRADITION LAW

DISTINCTION DIVISION JUDGEMENT



The Teachings of Jesus on 

Prayer

- Definitely Teaching

- Permission

- Casual Mention



Matthew 6:5-6 (Hypocrites)

Positive attention 

from people for 

being “spiritual”

Temptation

Praying to impressSymptom

God withholds 

“reward”
Outcome



Matthew 6:7-8 (Pagans)

Trust in quantity of 

words in prayer
Temptation

Using a lot of 

words
Symptom

Belief in ourselvesOutcome



Why no “study aids” on 

Matthew 6:7-8 last class? 



And when you pray, do not keep on 

babbling (meaningless repetition) like 

pagans, for they think they will be 

heard because of their many 

words. Do not be like them, for 

your Father knows what you need 

before you ask him.

Matthew 6:7-8



Elijah & The Prophets of Baal

450 Prophets of Baal:

Morning to Evening

Shouting, Dancing, More Shouting, 

Cutting, “Frantic Prophesying”

1 Kings 18:16-40 

Elijah: 

59 word prayer

(30 seconds)



Matthew 6:9-15 (Lord’s Prayer)

Ask for forgiveness 

but do not give it
Temptation

No words of 

forgiveness in 

prayer

Symptom

God doesn’t forgive 

our sins
Outcome



Part 2: Definitely Teaching

(?)



“Have faith in God,” Jesus answered.  “Truly I 

tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, 

throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not 

doubt in their heart but believes that what they 

say will happen, it will be done for them.  

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in 

prayer, believe that you have received it, and it 

will be yours.  And when you stand praying, if 

you hold anything against anyone, forgive 

them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive 

you your sins.”

Mark 11:22-26



“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you 

will find; knock and the door will be opened to 

you. For everyone who asks receives; the one 

who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, 

the door will be opened. “Which of you, if your 

son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if 

he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  If 

you, then, though you are evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much 

more will your Father in heaven give good 

gifts to those who ask him!  So in everything, 

do to others what you would have them do to 

you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.

Matthew 7:7-12



What is Jesus teaching us? 



Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they 

should always pray and not give up. He said: “In a certain town 

there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what 

people thought. And there was a widow in that town who kept 

coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my 

adversary.’

“For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even 

though I don’t fear God or care what people think, yet because 

this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, 

so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’”

And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says.  And 

will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 

out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off?  I tell 

you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, 

when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”

Luke 18:1-8



Describe the character of the 

Unjust Judge

How is God like the Unjust 

Judge? 



“Which of you, if your son asks for 

bread, will give him a stone? Or if he 

asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  If 

you, then, though you are evil, know how 

to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will your Father in heaven 

give good gifts to those who ask him!

Matthew 7



How is God like a human 

(“evil”) father? 



What is Jesus teaching us? 



Next Week: 

Praying in front of others 

(public prayer) 

Part 1


