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Rules are…

• unchangeable 

• the same for every person 

• the same in every situation 

• applicable 100% of the time





Rules  
>  

Relationships

“Western” mindset:



Relationships  
>  

Rules

“Non-Western” mindset:



Rules are…

• a guideline 

• a direction, not a destination 

• not always “enforced” 

• not always the same





Proverbs 26:4

Do not answer a fool 
according to his folly, or you 
yourself will be just like him.



Proverbs 26:5

Answer a fool according to 
his folly, or he will be wise in 
his own eyes. 



Paul’s rule about circumcision

• “...if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ 
will be of no value to you at all!” Gal 5:2 

• “...Was a man uncircumcised when he was 
called? He should not be circumcised.” 1 Cor 
17:8  

• Acts 15 at the council in Jerusalem - very 
opposed to it



Acts 16:3-4 

“Paul wanted to take Timothy along 
on the journey, so he circumcised 
him because of the Jews who lived 
in that area, for they all knew that 
his father was a Greek.”



Mark 3:2-3 

Some of them were looking for 
a reason to accuse Jesus, so 
they watched him closely to 
see if he would heal on the 
Sabbath.







Isaiah 40:11

"He tends His flock like a 
shepherd: He gathers the 
lambs in his arms and carries 
them close to His heart; He 
gently leads those that have 
young."



A  Relationship
• Hen with chicks under wings  

• Church as the bride of Christ  

• The church as a body 

• God is our father, we are his children 

• We are all a family





charis (grace)  

pistis (faith)



patron/client 
relationship



charis (grace)  

pistis (faith)



Ephesians 2:8-9

For it is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith—and 
this is not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God— not by works, 
so that no one can boast.



Galatians 3:10

For all who rely on the works of 
the law are under a curse, as it 
is written: “Cursed is everyone 
who does not continue to do 
everything written in the Book 
of the Law.”



Galatians 3:24-26

So the law was our guardian until 
Christ came that we might be 
justified by faith. Now that this 
faith has come, we are no 
longer under a guardian. So in 
Christ Jesus you are all children 
of God through faith.






