


What are the toughest 
things to cope with in 

a foreign land?
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Chronos  
(χρόνος) 

Kairos  
(καιρός)



Chronos
• Quantitative measures of time 

• WHEN a thing happened, how long it took, etc. 

• “Herod called the Magi secretly and found out 
from them the exact time [chronos] the star had 
appeared” (Matthew 2:7) 

• “For you have spent enough time [chronos] in the 
past doing what pagans choose to do…”  
(1 Peter 4:3)



Kairos
• Qualitative aspect of timing 

• When something special should took place 

• “But in the fullness of time [kairos] came, God sent 
his Son, born of a woman...” Gal 4:4 

• A circumstance or situation 

• Ephesians 5:15-16 “Be very careful, then, how you 
live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of 
every opportunity [kairos], because the days are 
evil.”
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Mark 14:12; 15:1, 25

“On the first day of Unleavened Bread, 
when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his 
disciples said to him, “Where do you want 
us to go and make the preparations for 
you to eat the Passover?” […] As soon as 
it was morning… they bound Jesus, led 
him away, and handed him over to 
Pilate… It was nine o’clock in the morning 
when they crucified him.”



John 19:14,16,18

“Now it was the day of Preparation 
for the Passover; and it was about 
noon. [Pilate] said to the Jews, “Here 
is your King! …  So the soldiers took 
charge of Jesus … there they 
crucified him.”



John 1:29

“John saw Jesus coming toward him 
and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the 
world!”



John 20:31

“...these things are written so that 
you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his 
name.”



What to do

• Look for the markers of “kairos” 
instead of assuming “chronos" 

• Worry less about precise biblical 
chronology 

• Pay more attention to the meaning of 
the sequence of events




