


• misunderstandings 
• omissions



Cultural Mores 
Prejudices 
Language

Individualism vs. Collectivism 

Honor/Shame & Right/Wrong 

Perception of Time

Rules & Relationships 

Virtue & Vice 

The Center of God’s Will





prejudices



“It is the unfair privilege of 
majority peoples to not worry 
about the difference ethnicity 
makes; it is not an important 
part of our everyday lives.”



How might understanding 
prejudices play a role in 

understanding scripture?



Genesis 27:46

“I’m disgusted with living because 
of these Hittite women. If Jacob 
takes a wife from among the 
women of this land, from Hittite 
women like these, my life will not 
be worth living.” 



When there are gaps…
• We might to fill them in with our own prejudices 

• We might assume there is prejudice when there isn’t  

• We might assume an ethnic slur when it’s not there 

• We might miss an ethnic slur when it is there



Galatia

Celtica



Galatians 3:1

“You foolish Galatians! 
Who has bewitched you?”



ethnicity





Numbers 12:1

“Miriam and Aaron spoke 
against Moses because of the 
Cushite woman whom he had 
married, for he had married a 
Cushite woman.”



Cush



Numbers 12:2

“And they said, “Has the 
Lord indeed spoken only 
through Moses? Has he not 
spoken through us also?”



Numbers 12:1-2

“Miriam and Aaron spoke against 
Moses because of the Cushite 
woman whom he had married, for 
he had married a Cushite woman. 
And they said, “Has the Lord indeed 
spoken only through Moses? Has he 
not spoken through us also?”





speech



 שִּׁבֹלֶת
“shibboleth”

Judges 12





where  
you’re from



John 1:46

“Can anything good come 
out of Nazareth?”



Avoiding the “prejudice” trap:

1.Evaluate your own prejudices 

2.Keep a Bible atlas handy 

3.Let the Bible be your guide



Colossians 3:11

“Here there is not Greek and 
Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave, free;  
but Christ is all, and in all.”




