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Forgotten God
a study of the holy spirit



Who is the Holy Spirit?



Who is the Holy Spirit?

How would Jesus & the 

apostles answer this question? 



The holy spirit is…

• ...not a “thing”  

• ...active in this world 

• ...empowering 

• ...creative

• ...the source of life 

• ...a guide 

• …God 

• …the same in the 
OT & NT



Who is the Holy Spirit?

How would Jesus & the 

apostles answer this question? 
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trinity?



“All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.”  

(Matthew 28:18-20)



“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.”  

(2 Corinthians 13:14)



“… according to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father, in the sanctification of 
the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ 
and for sprinkling with his blood: May 
grace and peace be multiplied to you.”  

(1 Peter 1:1-2 ESV)



“For in him dwelleth all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily.” 

(Colossians 2:9 KJV)



“For in him the whole fullness of deity 
dwells bodily.” 

(Colossians 2:9 ESV)



For there are three that bear record  
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost:and these three are one 

(1 John 5:7 KJV)



“For there are three that testify” 

(1 John 5:7 ESV)





“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one.”  

(Deuteronomy 6:4)



“You are my witnesses,” declares the 
Lord, “and my servant whom I have 
chosen, that you may know and believe 
me and understand that I am he. 

Before me no god was formed, nor shall 
there be any after me. I, I am the Lord, 
and besides me there is no savior.”  

(Isaiah 43:10-11)



“Which commandment is the most 
important of all?”  

Jesus answered, “The most important 
is, ‘Hear, O Israel:The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one.” 

(Mark 12:28-29)



The many –isms…

• trinitarianism 

• unitarianism 

• tritheism  

• modalism

• partialism 

• binitarianism 

• arianism 

• monarchianism



History of  
“the trinity”



The Early Church

• No mention of the trinity until late 
3rd century



Rome & the Catholic Church

• Council of Nicea (325 AD) 

• Council of Constantinople (381 AD) 

• Athanasian Creed (6th century)





Council of Nicea (325 AD)
• Jesus confirmed as divine 

• Nicene Creed adopted as test of faithfulness: 

• “We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker 
of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father 
the only-begotten; that is, of the essence of the 
Father, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father…”







Council of Constantinople 
(381 AD)

• Holy Spirit confirmed as divine 

• Nicene Creed appended: 

• “And in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver 
of life, who proceeds from the Father, who 
with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets.”



Athanasian Creed (6th c.)
• “Whoever desires to be saved should above all 

hold to the Catholic faith. Anyone who does not 
keep it whole and unbroken will doubtless perish 
eternally. Now this is the Catholic faith: That we 
worship one God in trinity and the trinity in unity, 
neither blending their persons nor dividing their 
essence. For the person of the Father is a distinct 
person, the person of the Son is another, and 
that of the Holy Spirit still another...”





Philosophy of  
“the trinity”



Problems with “trinity”

• No scriptural support for it 

• The concept is man-made 

• The philosophical arguments are 
inherently irrational



Why does it 
matter?



Negative impact of “trinity”
• It goes against a clear understanding 

of the “greatest command” 

• It invokes humanity’s inherent need to 
rank things by importance 

• When you separate God, you have 
less God



Advantages to One God

• A better understanding of the Spirit 

• A better connection with all of God 
all the time. 

• No more non-polytheistic mental 
gymnastics





Who is the Holy Spirit?

How would Jesus & the 

apostles answer this question? 



holy spirit = God’s spirit




