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The Church of Our 
Dreams

1. Is a beautiful thing!
2. Must be the church of our Lord’s dreams.
3. Grants to others the freedom to question, doubt, 

and disagree.
4. Handles conflict in healthy ways.
5. Does not bind on others what God has not 

bound.
6. Shows compassionate concern for each of her 

members.
7. Serves her community.
8. Reaches out to the lost.
9. Relies on God.



Grateful for My Heritage



Grateful for My Heritage

I am grateful that we have been a 
people of the Book.



Grateful for My Heritage

I am grateful that we have been a people 
of the Book.

I am grateful that we have not been 
bound to inflexible creeds and opinions 
but, instead, have remained open to a 
change in perspective if we find that 
change warranted by the biblical text.



“The fatal error of all reformers has 
been that they have too hastily 
concluded that they knew the whole 
truth . . . We have no reason to 
conclude, we know all the truth.  We 
have nothing to lose in this inquiry 
after truth.  We have no system to 
bind us to human opinion.”

John Rogers, 1830



“I have been so long disciplined in the school of 
free inquiry, that, if I know my own mind, there 
is not a man upon the earth whose authority 
can influence me, any farther than he comes 
with the authority of evidence, reason, and 
truth . . . I have endeavored to read the 
scriptures as though no one had read them 
before me; and I am as much on my guard 
against reading them to-day, through the 
medium of my own views yesterday, or a week 
ago, as I am against being influenced by any 
foreign name, authority, or system, whatever.”

Alexander Campbell, 1827



Open to Change

The church of our dreams is open to 
change if she finds that change 
warranted by the scriptures.



Open to Change

The church of our dreams is open to 
change if she finds that change 
warranted by the scriptures.

She is open to change for the sake of 
the spread of the gospel.



Open to Innovation!

1 Cor. 9:19-24

Willing to change our methods, to adapt to 
the culture.

Churches tend to confuse theology with 
methodology.

We should be committed to continuous 
improvement!



The Church of Our 
Dreams

1. Is a beautiful thing!
2. Must be the church of our Lord’s dreams.
3. Grants to others the freedom to question, doubt, 

and disagree.
4. Handles conflict in healthy ways.
5. Does not bind on others what God has not 

bound.
6. Shows compassionate concern for each of her 

members.
7. Serves her community.
8. Reaches out to the lost.
9. Relies on God.
10. Is open to change.



Next week: 

The church of our dreams has 
high standards.


