
INTRODUCING 1 JOHN
Today many people claim to be Christians. In 
fact, a 1986 Gallup Survey revealed that:
• 94%   of adult Americans believe in God, and 

that
• 76%  believe that Jesus is either God or the 

Son of God. 
Furthermore, when the question was asked, 
"Would you describe yourself as a 'born again' 
Christian or not?" 33%  said yes.



• For example, only 40%  told Gallup that 
they had attended church in the last week, 
and only 

• 10% claimed to read the Bible on a daily 
basis.



• How can we tell the difference between 
genuine Christians and those who merely 
profess to know Christ?



These false teachers embraced an early form 
of heresy known as Gnosticism. 

They taught that matter was entirely evil and 
spirit was entirely good. 

This teaching resulted in two fundamental 
errors:



A "NEW" THEOLOGY.

This centered in a denial of the incarnation.



Others claimed that the divine Christ 
descended on Jesus at his baptism but 

departed before the crucifixion, 
a view known as Cerinthianism. 



• A "NEW" MORALITY.
• These false teachers also claimed "to have 
reached such an advanced stage in spiritual 

experience that they were 'beyond good 
and evil.'  



(1 John 2:19 (ESV)

“They went out from us, but they were not of 
us; for if they had been of us, they would 

have continued with us. But they went out, 
that it might become plain that they all are 

not of us”.
•



“WHAT DOES THE PERSON BELIEVE 
ABOUT CHRIST?” 



“HOW DOES THE PERSON RESPOND TO THE 
COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST?”



“DOES THE PERSON LOVE OTHER 
CHRISTIANS?”



After the prologue (1:1-4), 
There is the first cycle (1:5—2:27), 

followed by 
The second (2:28—4:6) 

and
Third (4:7—5:12).

Then in the conclusion (5:13-21) John again 
emphasizes his theme of Christian assurance.

•



“JOHN'S ARGUMENT IS DOUBLE-EDGED. 
IF HE SEEKS TO BRING TRUE BELIEVERS TO 

THE KNOWLEDGE THAT THEY HAVE             
ETERNAL LIFE, 

HE IS EQUALLY AT PAINS TO SHOW THAT 
UNBELIEVERS HAVE NOT”


