


You will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.

Acts 1:8



120 – Acts 1:15

3,000 – Acts 2:41

5,000 – Acts 4:4

The Advancing Growth of 
Followers of Christ in Jerusalem:



The Lord added to their number 

daily those who were being 
saved.

Acts 2:47

More and more men and women 

believed in the Lord and were 
added to their number

Acts 5:14



The number of disciples was 
increasing …

Acts 6:1

So the word of God spread. The 

number of disciples in Jerusalem 

increased rapidly, and a large 

number of priests became 
obedient to the faith.

Acts 6:7



Those who had been scattered 

preached the word wherever they 
went

Acts 8:4



The “Synagogue of the Freedmen”

Jews from:
•Cyrene
•Alexandria
•Cilicia
•Asia

Acts 6:9





The Sanhedrin

Meaning: Sitting Together / Assembly

Leader: Nasi (The High Priest)

The Lesser Sanhedrin in each district or 

city comprised of 23 Members

The Great Sanhedrin in Jerusalem 

Comprised of 71 Members



Stephen is Accused of Speaking:

•Against Moses (6:11)

•Against God (6:11)

•Against the Temple (6:13)
•Against the Law (6:13)



We have heard him say 

that this Jesus of Nazareth 

will destroy this place 

and change the customs 
Moses handed down to us.

Acts 6:14



All who were sitting 

in the Sanhedrin looked intently 

at Stephen, and they saw that 

his face was like 
the face of an angel.

Acts 6:15



Stephen’s Defense

The God of glory appeared to our father 

Abraham while he was still in 

Mesopotamia ….

… Joseph Sold into Slavery

… Moses

… The Law

… The Tabernacle



However, the Most High does not live 

in houses made by men. As the 

prophet says:

Heaven is my throne, and the earth 

is my footstool. What kind of house 

will you build for me? Says the Lord. 
Or where will my resting place be?

Is. 66:1 / Acts 7:48-49



You stiff-necked people, with 

uncircumcised hearts and 

ears! You are just like your 

fathers: You always resist the 

Holy Spirit!

Was there ever a prophet your 
fathers did not persecute?

Acts 7:51-52



They even killed those who 

predicted the coming of the 

Righteous One. And now you 

have betrayed and murdered 

him –

Acts 7:52



You who have received the law 

that was put into effect through 

angels but have not obeyed it

Acts 7:53

“Through Angels”
See Dt. 33:2 LXX; Ga 3:19; He 2:2 



When they heard this, they were 

furious and gnashed their teeth at 

him. 

But Stephen, full of the Holy 

Spirit, looked up to heaven and 

saw the glory of God, and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of God.

Acts 7:54-55



“Look,” he said, “I see heaven 

open and the Son of Man 

standing at the right hand of 

God.”

At this they covered their ears 

and, yelling at the top of their 

voices, they all rushed at him,

Acts 7:56-58



Meanwhile, the witnesses laid 

their clothes at the feet of a 
young man named Saul.

Acts 7:58

•Saul “of Tarsus” (9:11)

•Acts 8:1, 3

•Acts 22:19-24

•Lv 24:14; Dt 17:7

Was Saul In Charge?



While they were stoning him, 

Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, 

receive my spirit.”

Then he fell on his knees and 

cried out, “Lord, do not hold this 

sin against them.” When he had 
said this, he fell asleep.

Acts 7:59-60

Lk 23:34, 44



And Saul was there, giving 

approval to his death. 

On that day a great persecution 

broke out against the church 

at Jerusalem, and all except the 

apostles were scattered 
throughout Judea and Samaria.

Acts 8:1



Godly men buried Stephen and 

mourned deeply for him. 

But Saul began to destroy the 

church. Going from house to 

house, he dragged off men and 
women and put them in prison.

Acts 8:2-3



Those who had been scattered 

preached the word wherever they 

went …

… Philip went down to a 
city in Samaria.

Acts 8:4-5



You will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.

Acts 1:8




