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Recap – Exodus Overview

Overview

1 – Structure and 
overview 
2 – Remembrance of our 
past
3 – Textual meaning

Revealing

4 – Tribulations 
/Savior
5 – His name
6 – His power 
7 – The calling

Institutional

8 – The law
9 – Resistance
10 – Divine 
presence



The authentic, only and deepest theme in 
the history of the world and humanity, to 

which all others are subordinated, 
remains the conflict between faith and 

unbelief.

- Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Faith is what someone knows to be true, 
whether they believe it or not.

- Flannery 
O’Connor



“Was it for lack of graves in Egypt that you 
took us to die in the wilderness? What is 

this you have done to us to bring us out of 
Egypt? Isn’t this the thing we spoke to you 
in Egypt, saying, ‘Leave us alone, that we 
may serve Egypt, for it is better for us to 

serve Egypt than for us to die in the 
wilderness’?”

- Exodus 14:11-
12



Scripture Setting God’s Reaction Egypt?

Ex 14:11-12 Chased by 
Egyptians

Ex 13:17 Y

Ex 15:22-24 Thirst Transforms the water N

Ex 16:1-3 Hunger Quail and manna Y – Die

Ex 17:1-3 Thirst Strikes rock (Massah / Meribah) Y

Num 11:1-3 Discontent Sends fire (Taberah) N

Num 11:4-35 Long for fish/meat Struck a great blow (Kibroth-
Hattaavah)

Y

Num 12:1-13 Criticize Moses Leprosy N

Num 13-14 Fear / Scouts 40 years in wilderness Y* - Die

Num 16:12-
14

Rebellion / 
Korahites

Swallows up the rebels Y

Num 17:6 Grumbling Intends to destroy N

Num 20 Thirst God punishes Moses Y

Num 21 Hunger Venomous snakes (bronze 
serpent)

Y



Egypt:
Border

Sinai Moab:
Border

1 2,3,4 5,6,7 8 9,10,11,12

Golden 
Calf

Scouts Shittim

Panic Thirst, 
hunger

Betrayal Hunger
7: Miriam 
and Aaron

Panic Thirst, 
hunger
9: Korah’s
clan

Betrayal

Faith Loyalty Faith Loyalty

From The Invention of Religion by Jan Assmann





The Miracles of the Church seem to me to 
rest not so much upon faces or voices or 

healing power coming suddenly near to us 
from afar off, but upon our perceptions 
being made finer, so that for a moment 
our eyes can see and our ears can hear 

what is there about us always.

- Willa 
Cather



Therefore, Look! I am going to allure her 
and bring her into the desert, and I will 

speak tenderly to her….and there she will 
respond as in the days of her youth, just 

as in the day of her coming out of the land 
of Egypt

- Hosea 2:14-15





But…

- Numbers 13:28







And the LORD said to Moses, “How long 
will this people despise Me, and how long 

will they not trust Me, with all the signs 
that I have done in their midst?”

- Numbers 14:11



Now faithfulness is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of unseen 

realities.

- Hebrews 
11:1

(DBH 
Translation)



Can you identify an area in 
your life that makes no 

sense “in the wilderness” 
but that can only be 

explained by your faith in 
the Promised Land?


