
Why Do We Pray That Way?

A respectfully honest look at the  

traditions and teachings on how we talk to God



Tradition is 

necessary

universal

human



Tradition of the Week (runner up)



Tradition of the Week



PREFERENCE TRADITION LAW

DISTINCTION DIVISION JUDGEMENT



The Teachings of Jesus on 

Prayer

- Definitely Teaching

- Permission

- Casual Mention



Definitely Teaching

(#imo)



Be careful not to practice your 

righteousness in front of others to 

be seen by them. If you do, you will 

have no reward from your Father in 

heaven.

Matthew 6:1

Principle (start of passage)
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When you pray, do not be like the 

hypocrites, for they love to pray 

standing in the synagogues and on the 

street corners to be seen by others. 

Truly I tell you, they have received their 

reward in full. But when you pray, go 

into your room, close the door and pray 

to your Father, who is unseen. Then your 

Father, who sees what is done in secret, 

will reward you.

Matthew 6:5-6



What is Jesus teaching us? 



And when you pray, do not keep on 

babbling (meaningless repetition) like 

pagans, for they think they will be 

heard because of their many 

words. Do not be like them, for 

your Father knows what you need 

before you ask him.

Matthew 6:7-8



As he taught, Jesus said, “Watch out for 

the teachers of the law. They like to 

walk around in flowing robes and be 

greeted with respect in the 

marketplaces, and have the most 

important seats in the synagogues and 

the places of honor at banquets. They 

devour widows’ houses and for a show 

make lengthy prayers. These men will 

be punished most severely.

Mark 12:38-40



What is Jesus teaching us? 



This, then, is how you should pray:

“‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,   

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 

debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the 

evil one.’”

For if you forgive other people when they sin against 

you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you 

do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not 

forgive your sins.

Matthew 6:9-15



What is Jesus teaching us? 



What is Jesus teaching us 

about prayer? 

Homework:  Jesus leads a 

prayer (other than giving thanks 

for food) in the presence of 

others.


