


603,550



Exodus 12:37

“six hundred thousand men on foot”

Exodus 30:11-12

ten gerahs/person

Exodus 38:26

“a bekah for the individual”



603,550 
what?



603,550 
gerahs

=
60,355 
people



Why did the 
people pay in 

the first 
place?

(Exodus 30:11-12)



“lift up the heads” – “Se’u et rosh”

Exodus 38:21 → peqad
- appoint
- muster
- seek
- desire
- deposit
- commit
- entrust



In being counted, the Israelites 
enter a field of promise and 
peril, for to count is to say 

what counts—that is, what fits, 
what matters, what belongs. It 
is to become part of everything 

that exists.

- Avivah Gottlieb Zornberg



6,000 < # of Israelites < 6,000,000



What counts?
Numbers

Redemption



Lift up your eyes on high, and 
see, who created these? He 
Who musters their host by 

number and all of them calls 
by name. Through abundant 

strength and mighty power, no 
one lacks in the ranks.

- Isaiah 
40:26



Why do   
we 

remember?

When do 
we 

remember?



“Those who cannot remember 
the past are condemned to 

repeat it.”

- George 
Santayana

“People will not look forward to 
posterity, who never look 

backward to their ancestors.”

- Edmund 
Burke





And Miriam sang out to them:

“Sing to the Lord for He has surged, O surged,

Horse and its rider He hurled into the sea!”

- Exodus 
15:21



Perhaps oldest surviving 
Hebrew poetry!

surged ~ ga’ah
=

“to triumph/be exalted”
also

“to rise, specific to tides”





And the Lord said to Solomon: 
“Inasmuch as this was with 

you and you did not keep My 
covenant and my statutes that 
I charged to you, I will surely 
tear away the kingdom from 

you and give it to your 
servant…” 

- 1 Kings 
11:11



1 Kings 9:20
1 Kings 11:1-3

1 Kings 11:26-40
1 Kings 12:20-24
1 Kings 12:25-31

2 Kings 17:1-8/Daniel 1:1-2



Kings
• Temple

• Solomon

• Jeroboam

• Israel

• Golden calves

• Exile

Exodus
• Tabernacle

• Pharaoh

• Moses

• Egypt

• Golden calf

• Wilderness





Psalm 137
Ezekiel 3:1-11

Ezekiel 20:9-26
Ezekiel 33:21
Nehemiah 9
Haggai 2:1-9



~520 BC
• Assyrian/Babylonian 

Oppression

• Destruction of the   

Temple/Deportation

• Revelation of the 
law/covenant,

Building of the   

Tabernacle

• Wandering in the 
wilderness

• Reaching Canaan

Exodus
• Egyptian Oppression

• Freedom/Departure 
from Egypt

• Babylonian captivity, 
Ezekiel, etc.

• Return under Persian 
rule, “sins of the 
fathers”

• Rebuilding of the 
Temple, renewal of 
the covenant



“You saw the misery of our 
ancestors in Egypt, and you 
heard their shout at the Red 

Sea.”

- Nehemiah 
9:9



Homework:
Where is your 

present?


