


An Overview of Barnabas’ Life

Acts 4 - Meet Barnabas (Sells a Field and Donates Money)
Acts 9 - Barnabas vouches for Saul

Acts 11 - (Several Years Later) Barnabas sent to Antioch
Barnabas goes to Tarsus to find Saul (Paul)

Barnabas and Saul teach in Antioch together
Acts 13 - Barnabas and Saul sent out, proclaim the word of God in 

the Synagogues, John Mark tags along but leaves
Start preaching to Gentiles, and are persecuted by Jews

Acts 14 - Paul and Barnabas continue preaching, are referred to as 
apostles

Confused for Zeus and Hermes, Appoint elders for the churches in 
various places. 



An Overview of Barnabas’ Life (Continued)

Acts 15 - Paul and Barnabas defend uncircumcised believers at 
the Jerusalem council. 

Paul and Barnabas have a disagreement over whether or not to 
bring John Mark on their second journey, so they part ways. 

John Mark and Barnabas go to Cyprus, Paul and Silas head 
through Syria and Cilicia.



“When he [Saul] came to Jerusalem, he tried to 

join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, 

not believing that he really was a disciple. But 

Barnabas took him and brought him to the 

apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey 

had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to 

him, and how in Damascus he had preached 

fearlessly in the name of Jesus. So Saul stayed 

with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, 

speaking boldly in the name of the Lord.”

Acts 9: 26-28



“Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in 

connection with Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, 

Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews. 

Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, 

went to Antioch and began to speak to greeks also, telling 

them the good news about the Lord Jesus. The Lord’s 

hand was with them, and a great number of people 

believed and turned to the Lord.

News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, 

and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he arrived and 

saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and 

encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all 

their hearts. He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and 

faith, and a great number of people were brought to the 

Lord.”

Acts 11: 19-28



“Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for 

Saul, and when he found him, he brought him 

to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and 

Saul met with the church and taught great 

numbers of people. The disciples were called 

Christians first at Antioch.”

Acts 11: 19-28



“Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let us go 

back and visit the brothers in all the towns where 

we preached the word of the Lord and see how 

they are doing.’ Barnabas wanted to take John, 

also called Mark, with them, but Paul did not think 

it was to take him, because he had deserted them 

in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in 

the work. They had such a sharp disagreement 

that they parted company. Barnabas took mark 

and sailed for Cyprus, but Paul chose Silas and 

left, commended by the brothers to the grace of 

the Lord. He went through Syria and Cilicia, 

strengthening the churches.”

Acts 15:36-41



“My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his 

greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of 

Barnabas. (You have received instructions about 

him; if he comes to you, welcome him.)”

Colossians 4:10


