
The Church of Our Dreams Must Be the 
Church of Our Lord’s Dreams



Review

Jesus said: “Upon this rock I will build my church” (Mt. 

16:18).

He gave to his Apostles the authority to bind and loose 

(Mt. 16:19; 18:18-20).

There is danger in substituting “man-made religion” for 

God’s religion (Mt. 15:1-9, 13).

If we want the assurance that God approves of us and 

of our efforts to be his people, we will aim to match our 

dream of the church to Jesus’ dream.



How would we discover our Lord’s dream 
for his people?

Examine Jesus’ teachings and 

actions.
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Consider the teachings and actions of 

the Apostles.  See Jn. 14:16-18; 

16:12,13; Mt. 10:40.



The Restoration Plea

Let’s aim to restore the ancient faith!  Let’s aim to 

restore primitive New Testament Christianity!

Which NT church should we try to restore?

Our model for the church is the one that was in the 

mind of Jesus as it is described in the teachings 

and actions of Jesus himself, and in the teachings 

and actions of his delegates, the Apostles.



The Church of Our Dreams Grants the 
Freedom to Question, Doubt, and Disagree



Let’s grant that people doubt, question, and 
disagree.

Faith does not come as easily for some as for 

others.

This is natural and to be expected.  We are 

different.
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author.

What Pauline passages are difficult to understand?

Rom. 5:20-6:2? Justification for immoral living?

Rom. 4:2,3; 5:1 vs. Jas. 2:18-26?  Faith and 

works?

1 Tim. 3:2?  Qualifications of elders?


