
After Life
Class 1 Summary

Attempting to answer the Question: 
Is physical death a consequence of sin or was the process of “dust to dust” part of God’s plan from the beginning?

A common belief:  God created a universe without death. It was Adam & Eve’s sin that brought physical death into the world.

Where did this idea come from?
• “...eat of it and you will surely die.”  Gen 2:17
• “...dust you are and to dust you will return.”  Gen 3:19
• “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.”  

Romans 5: 12

Challenging that belief:
• Doctrinal arguments:  

• We disagree strongly with the concept of “original sin” with regards to spiritual death, so why are we willing to accept the concept of 
“original sin” with regards to physical death? 

• Alternatively, if it’s NOT Adam’s sin, but rather our OWN sin that brings physical death: 
1. Why can babies die?
2. Why don’t we become physically immortal at the moment of our baptism?

• A logical argument:  Our physical bodies are made of dust --> Dust is inherently temporal --> Therefore, God always intended physical bodies to 
be a temporary arrangement.

• Counter-point:  God could have changed the laws of physics. 
• Natural arguments: 

• Animals and plants never sinned, so are we to believe that death in both the plant and animal kingdoms is a result of the Fall?  AND, if 
Adam & Even had NOT sinned, the Earth would have quickly become overpopulated.

• Counter-point: God subjected the entire creation to “decay” because of Adam’s fall. 
• This statement is not supported in scripture. Romans 8:19-23 is cited, but states clearly that the creation was subjected to decay 

“by the will of God” - the will of God never involves sin.
• Why did God create animals who are clearly carnivorous if physical death was not a part of the plan?

• Counter-point: God knew from the beginning that man would sin and planned everything accordingly.
• Scriptural support:

• Hebrews 2:14-15 - Physical death is speci!cally tied to us being “"esh and blood,” not to any sin.
• 2 Corinthians 5:4 - Mortality is contrasted with immortality as a fact without any mention of sin.
• Psalm 116:15 - God sees our physical death as “precious.”  This doesn’t sound like a reaction to sin.
• 1 Corinthians 15:50 - Speaking of the resurrection, Paul says: “…"esh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.”
• Matthew 25:34 - The eternal “kingdom” was prepared for us from the “foundation of the world.” If heaven on Earth were ever the idea, 

there would have been no need for a separate “kingdom prepared.”
• Hebrews 2:7 - Since we were made “…for a little while lower than the angels,” the suggestion is that God planned all along to bring us 

once again higher than the angels.
• Colossians 3:2 - There is an earthly nature and a heavenly nature.
• Romans 8:19-21 - God made the universe to be as temporal as man.

Sin = Spiritual death, not physical death.
• Looking at the context, every scripture that mentions death because of sin is referencing a spiritual death.
• For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 6:23

Conclusion
• There have always been two worlds:  one physical, one spiritual.
• God is in the spiritual (eternal), we are in the physical (temporal).
• Physical things cannot exist in the spiritual world, and God wants us in that spiritual world with Him.
• The only way to get there is to slough off the physical and leave it behind. This is what death does for us. That is why we die.

“As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him; 
for He knows how we are formed, He remembers that we are dust.”  Psalm 103:13-14


