
After Life: Class 10 - November 16, 2014 !
Rapture and other best-selling fiction !
What is the “rapture”? !
• Defined: Rapture is the moment when all those who are in Christ will suddenly 

be sucked up into heaven and everyone else will be left behind. 
• Comes from the latin word “raptui” meaning “caught up” or “snatched away” 
• Key verse:  

• “After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.” 1 
Thess. 4:17 

• You’ve all seen the bumper stickers 
• Essentially, one minute you’re there, the next, you’re not. 
• Think about it - if millions of people just disappear, the earth will fall into 

chaos 
• And what about the poor animals of raptured people? 

• Someone’s thought of that. !
History of the belief: !
• Concept first taught in 17th century puritanism 
• “Rapture” fleshed out in 1830 

• Terminology first used 
• Details of multiple resurrections and judgments  
• John Darby - created the idea of Rapture around 1830 to fit with his 

idea called “dispensationalism” 
• The dispensations: Innocence (Adam), Conscience (Abel), Human  

Government (Noah), Promise (Abraham), Mosaic Law (Moses), Grace 
(Church), Millennium (Reign of Christ) 

• There will be a rapture, 7 year tribulation, 1000 year reign, and THEN we 
go to heaven 

• This invented belief is the main reason the concept of a young 
6000yr old earth is such a big deal - despite the science to the 
contrary 

• Pre-millenialist theology doesn’t work with an old earth !
• The belief spread: 

• Scofield Reference Bible (1909) 
• Late Great Planet Earth - Hal Lindsey (1970) 

• The Ryrie Study Bible (1978) 
• Left Behind series - Tim LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins (1995) 

• 16 books 
• movies 
• video games !

There are major problems with this line of thinking. 
It’s just not scriptural in any way. !
Here are some scriptural problems with this theology: !
Revelation Problems: !
• Revelation is used as the blueprint for these ideas, but... 

• It’s a symbolic, figurative book 
• “rapture” is never found in Revelation 
• “rapture” is never found in the Bible 
• “antichrist” is never found in Revelation   

      (and is misunderstood) !
Resurrection Problems: !
• Scripture: one resurrection of all people 

• John 5:28-29 - “…a time is coming when all who are in their graves will 
hear his voice and come out- those who have done good will rise to live, 
and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.” 

• Millennial: THREE 
1. Dead Christians 
2. Righteous Old Testament dead 
3. The wicked !

Christ Returns Problems: !
• Scripture: one momentous, unmissable event 

• 1 Thess 4:16 - “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a 
loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call 
of God” 

• Millennial: TWO 
1. A “secret” return for the rapture 
2. A second return to reign on earth !



!
It leads to a “yo-yo” eschatology, in which Jesus (and us) goes up 
and down from Heaven and earth multiple times.  
• I don’t know about you, but if I’m in Heaven, I don’t want to come 

back here. !
Judgement Problems: !
• Scripture: One judgement of all 

• John 5:28-29 - “…a time is coming when all who are in their graves will 
hear his voice and come out- those who have done good will rise to live, 
and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.” 

• Millennial: FIVE!! 
1. Judgement seat of Christ (for Christians) 
2. Judgement of Israel at the end of the tribulation 
3. Judgement of “gentiles” who survived the tribulation 
4. Judgement of Old Testament & Tribulation saints 
5. Judgement of the dead lost !

How can anyone believe this? !
It all centers on an insistence on a 1000-year reign of Christ on Earth !
Let’s read that section of Revelation 20 that has caused so much confusion: !
Revelation 20:1-6 
• “1 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss 

and holding in his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient 
serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He 
threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from 
deceiving the nations any more until the thousand years were ended. After 
that, he must be set free for a short time. 4 I saw thrones on which were seated 
those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who 
had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the 
word of God. They had not worshipped the beast or his image and had not 
received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and 
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 (The rest of the dead did not come 
to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 
6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second 
death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and 
will reign with him for a thousand years.” 

!
• This is CLEARLY talking about 1000 years, right? 

• It says it FIVE times, right? !
The big question: Is this literal or not? !
• But look at the context! 

• According to ch 19, a sheep is going to get married and there’ll be a big 
party in heaven. Literally? 

• Ch 19 also describes a man riding on a white horse who won’t tell 
anyone his name and has eyes of fire and a sharp sword coming out of 
his mouth.  Literally? 

• In ch 20, an angel will apparently tie up Satan with a chain. Literally? !
• You see what I’m getting at. 

• Reading Revelation, as John himself says, takes “a mind with wisdom” 
• The context is clearly symbolic 

• Even dispensationalists believe that! 
• But, for some reason, people feel it necessary to hold on to “1000” as a 

LITERAL number of LITERAL years in which we will LITERALLY reign 
with Christ LITERALLY on the LITERAL Earth. !

• Dispensationalists themselves can’t really decide: 
• The literal “beast from the sea” (Rev 13) is actually a malevolent person 
• The literal “woman clothed with the sun” and “standing on the moon” is 

actually a figure of speech for the nation of Israel 
• The literal “7 hills” (Rev 17) are actually a coalition of 7 governments 
• The more you mix whether it’s LITERAL or SYMBOLIC, the harder it is 

to come up with a story that fits! !
• Read Revelation in a straightforward way and a lot of confusion is gone 

• It’s an epic fantasy story, for sure, but not to be taken literally 
• It’s a symbolic story to get across a couple of points: 

• Encouraging early Christians to persevere through the persecution 
that’s coming, and that they will win! 

• Warning all of us to repent from sins that keep us from God !!!!!



Another problem: The purpose of the 1000-year reign on Earth !
Do you know the purpose of the 1000-year reign??? !
To fulfill the promises God made to the Israelites that Jesus didn’t handle: 

1. Establishment Israel as a nation 
2. Occupation of the promised land 
3. The throne of David in Jerusalem being perpetually filled  

  
• Let’s look at these 3 “unresolved” issues: 

1. Abraham and his descendants DID become the nation of Israel 
2. with Moses, they DID occupy the promised land 
3. if the goal is for the throne to be filled, you’ve only given it 1000 

years. That’s still not forever! 
• Besides, it’s all spiritual: 

1. ALL Christians are the spiritual nation of Israel 
2. The “promised land” is heaven 
3. The “throne” is in heaven !

What’s this saying? 
• that Christ didn’t get it right the first time:  !
These are dangerous waters:  !
This is saying... 
• His kingdom wasn’t good enough 

• So we need to help Him establish an earthly kingdom  
• His sacrifice wasn’t good enough 

• To fulfill promises God made 
• (by extension) His blood wasn’t good enough !
The 1000 year reign on earth is just repeating the problems of the 1st 
century Christians! !
• What did even the APOSTLES want? 

• A physical kingdom on Earth 
• What did Jesus CLEARLY say? 

• “My kingdom is not of this earth” John 18 
• It doesn’t get any clearer than that! !!

There are additional strange claims that… !
• the full Mosaic law will be in force, including animal sacrifice 
• Jews, even in Heaven, will have a special place above all Christians 
• that we can speed it along if we just do the right things !
These ideas naturally (and have) lead to: !
• Skewed spiritual focus 
• Political and economic support from the USA for Israel throughout history 
• Spending $100,000‘s to move Russian Jews to Israel to re-establish Israel as 

the most populous Jewish nation on Earth 
• Taking advantage of non-believers  

• After-rapture pet-care !
We need to focus on… !
What the Bible teaches !
1. Jesus is coming to get us 
2. The earth will be destroyed 
3. Please be ready for it 
4. Bring as many people with you as possible


