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Today’s Question: 
!

What will  
Heaven be like?



Amount of  Scriptural 
Information



Why are we told so 
little about heaven?



I’ve got questions…



• What do we know? 

• What can we know? 

• Is it a place?  

• Is it boring?

Heaven:



What the ancients thought:

• “Zion” being a perfect place 

• David knew he would “…dwell in the house of  the 
Lord forever” (Psalm 23:6) 

• Abraham was “…looking forward to a city with 
foundations, whose architect and builder is 
God” (Hebrews 11:10) 

• They went to the “promised land” & “Zion” 

• Israelites led there by Moses 

• Christians led there by Jesus



Jesus said…

• A LOT about the “kingdom” of  heaven 

• But that’s another subject (sort of) 

• He said that: 

• “Our father…” is “…in heaven…” (Matt 6:9)  

• Our  “…names are written in heaven.” (Luke 
10:20) 

• We should store up “…treasures in 
heaven…” (Matt 6:20)



“In my Father's house are many rooms; 
if  it were not so, I would have told you. 
I am going there to prepare a place for 
you.  And if  I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come back and take you 
to be with me that you also may be 
where I am.  You know the way to the 
place where I am going.” 

(John 14:2-3)

Jesus said…



Where do we go to 
learn about Heaven?



Revelation is…

• an allegory 

• prophetic imagery 

• not meant to be literal facts



• For example: 

• 11:19 - “…God’s temple in heaven was opened” 

• 14:17 - “…another angel came out of  the temple 
in heaven” 

• 15:5 - “…I looked and in heaven the temple was 
opened” 

• 21:22 - “I did not see a temple in the city, 
because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 
are its temple.”

Revelation is Figurative



• Not taken as literal: 1000 years, 144,000 
saved, 666, Dragon, 1/3 of  earth 
destroyed, etc. 

• Often taken as literal: singing all the 
time, angels with wings, throne room of  
God, mansions, streets of  gold, etc. 

• It’s either figurative or literal - can’t pick 
and choose

Selectively literal?



Why did God choose 
to be so “figurative” 

about heaven?





A big piece of  the puzzle:

• What WON’T be in Heaven: 

• Death, mourning, crying, pain 
(Rev 21:4) 

• Night, tears (Rev 21:25) 

• Anything impure (Rev 21:27)



What will we be DOING?

• That’s the wrong question! 

• DOING is not the point 

• Heaven is about BEING… 

• with God, at peace, whole, 
joyful, amazed



Why are we so concerned with 
DOING?

•We are “doers” 

•Life’s pretty easy



A description of  Heaven?

• A transparent gold city 

• In the shape of  a 1400 mile cube 

• 12 foundations 

• 12 gates made of  pearl 

• Golden street 

• Always daytime, but without a sun

Revelation 21-22



What the street tells us

• A street made of  GOLD? 

• What’s this trying to tell us? 

• EVERYTHING will be turned 
upside down





Heaven on Earth?

• This is a SPIRITUAL existence 

• “ …flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of  God” (1 Cor 15:50) 

• “as long as we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord” (2 Cor 5:6)



Heaven on Earth?
• This is a SPIRITUAL existence 

• 1 Cor 15:50; 2 Cor 5:6 

• 2 Peter 3:12-13 - it’s all destroyed 

• Heaven is not “re-newed” it’s just “new” 

• “For the old order of  things has passed away … 
I am making everything new!”  
(Rev 21:4-5)



It’s all different

• Bodies = different 

• Relationships = different 

• What we do = different 

• Where we’ll be = different





It’s NOT about a place, 
it’s about a relationship. 

Heaven:



The relationship described:

• “I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of  heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband.” (Rev 21:2) 

• “One of  the seven angels … said to me, Come, 
I will show you the bride, the wife of  the 
Lamb. And he carried me away in the Spirit to 
a mountain great and high, and showed me 
the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of  
heaven from God.” (Rev 21:9-11)



Our relationship with God

• If… 

• The church = The BRIDE of  Christ (νύμφη) 

• In Heaven = The WIFE of  Christ (γυνή) 

• Then… 

• Baptism = our engagement 

• Resurrection Day = marriage ceremony 

• In Heaven = The perfect (eternal) marriage



www.youandmeforever.org



A Head-Start on Heaven?

1. Focus on your marriage / godly marriages 

2. Focus on your relationship with God 

• You have promised yourself  to Him 

• You have begun the journey 

• Heaven is the culmination of  ALL of  His 
plans for you

Get ready for your wedding day




