
After Life: Class 8 - November 2, 2014 !
Give Me Heaven; You Can Have the Streets of Gold !
I feel like I had a breakthrough. I hope I can convey that to you !
It’s amazing how little we know of heaven. 
• We know more JOKES than FACTS about heaven. 
• Compared to what we know about Sheol & Hell, it’s almost NOTHING! 
• Why are we told so little about heaven? 

• Maybe because it’s indescribable !
I’ve Got Questions about Heaven !
• What do you think it will be like? 
• What questions do you have? 
• We’re just not given direct answers to so many questions! 

• Will unborn children be able to recognize their parents? 
• How can there be joy knowing that some loved ones aren’t with us? 
• What common language, if any, will we speak? 
• Will we be singing praises day in and day out? 
• Will we wear white and have wings? 
• Will we know Moses, Abraham & Elijah? 
• Will they know us? 
• What will our relationships be with our spouses & children? 

• What do we know? 
• What can we know? 
• Is it a place?  
• Is it boring? !
What the ancients thought 
• The Old Testament doesn’t help us much here... 
• While they didn’t have much of a concept of “heaven”, there was a bit: 

• The idea of “Zion” being a perfect, place. 
• David knew he would “…dwell in the house of the Lord forever” (Psalm 

23:6) 
• Abraham was “…looking forward to a city with foundations, whose 

architect and builder is God” (Hebrews 11:10) 
• A physical city? Not likely. 

• The Israelites were led to a physical “promised land” by Moses 
• We are led to a spiritual “promised land” by Jesus 

!
What Jesus did and didn’t say !

• Jesus has a LOT to say about the “kingdom of heaven” 
• But that’s another subject… sort of. 

• But is frustratingly silent about “afterlife” heaven 
• We know that: 

• “Our father…” is “…in heaven…” (Matt 6:9)  
• Our  “…names are written in heaven.” (Luke 10:20) 
• We should store up “…treasures in heaven…” (Matt 6:20) 

• A LITTLE more directly: 
•  “2 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have 

told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me 
that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place 
where I am going.” (John 14:2-3) 

• It sure SOUNDS like a place, right? 
• But still, not much information on the nature of Heaven. 

• All very vague and not very satisfying. 
• He actually gave us more detail on Hell! !

Where do we usually go in the Bible to learn about Heaven? !
The book of Revelation.  !
However, remember that Revelation is… 

• an allegory. 
• prophetic imagery 
• not meant to be literal facts 

• We’re not even sure when John is talking about Heaven and when he’s 
not! 

• For example - speaking of the “temple” in heaven: 
• 11:19 - “…God’s temple in heaven was opened” 
• 14:17 - “…another angel came out of the temple in heaven” 
• 15:5 - “…I looked and in heaven the temple was opened” 
• Sounds like there’s a temple in heaven, right? 

• THEN, in the clearest vision of “heaven” we have: 
• 21:22 - “I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord 

God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.” 
• WHAT!? !



• We tend to take it selectively as literal 
• Not taken as literal: 

• 1000 years, 144,000 saved 
• Often taken as literal: 

• singing all the time, angels with wings, etc 
• It’s either figurative or literal - can’t pick and choose  !

• WHY did God choose to be so “figurative” about heaven? !
• Like electricity… “it bites” 
• It’s something we can in no way understand, so he gives us something 

to hold on to. !
A big piece of the puzzle:  What WON’T be in Heaven: 

• death, mourning, crying, pain (Rev 21:4) 
• night, tears (Rev 21:25) 
• anything impure (Rev 21:27) !

BUT WHAT WILL WE BE DOING!? 
• Let’s be honest, heaven sounds BORING to a lot of us, right? 

• All that singing day in and day out? 
• No Monday night football? 
• No malls? 

• First of all: Remember that we’re talking about God 
• He is FULLY capable of making an existence that is NOT boring. 

• Second:  That’s asking the wrong question! 
• DOING is not the point. 
• Heaven is about BEING… 

• being with God 
• being at peace 
• being rested 
• being whole !

Why are we so concerned with what we will DO in Heaven? !
1.Because we are “doers” 

• When you meet someone “So, what do you do?” 
• But this is a SPIRITUAL existence we’re talking about 

2.Life’s pretty easy - we’re kinda spoiled 
• Life used to be tough and painful 
• Think of the southern spirituals - written by the slaves. 

• The theme was OFTEN of heaven! 
• Heaven was the promise of release from this life - what we 

might DO was irrelevant. 
• This life is just too good right now 

• Hebrews 4:9-10 - Heaven is a “rest” for the people of God. 
• Heaven is the only thing that gets some people through the day. !

This is seeming less and less like a place. !
BUT, we have a physical description, don’t we?!  !
• Revelation 21 - 22 describes the “New Jerusalem” - a new heaven and a 

new earth! 
• No - “it BITES!” - it’s FIGURATIVE! 

• it’s a city in the shape of a 1400 mile CUBE! 
• made of transparent gold! 
• this is CLEARLY a figure - a metaphor - to get across a point. 

• The point? It’s gonna be awesome! 
• Perfect: 12x12x12 - perfection !

What does the street of GOLD tell us? 
• Do we really think there’ll be streets in heaven? 

• Much less one of GOLD? 
• What’s this image trying to teach us about heaven? 

• Why do we not pave streets with gold? 
• We use asphalt because it’s cheap and abundant 
• Everything will be turned on its head. 

• This place will be SO DIFFERENT and AMAZING that GOLD is used 
for streets!!! 

  
Heaven on Earth?  !
• No. 
• Why? 

• This is a SPIRITUAL existence we’re discussing 
• “ …flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Cor 15:50) 
• “as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord” (2 

Cor 5:6) 
• “You do not have a soul. You are a soul. You have a body” -CS Lewis !!



• Remember 2 Peter 3:12-13 
• “12 That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and 

the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise 
we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of 
righteousness.” !

• Heaven is NOT “re-newed” it’s just “new” 
• God starts the section saying: “For the old order of things has passed 

away … I am making everything new!” (Rev 21:4-5) !
EVERYTHING will be a complete paradigm shift - Upside Down !
• Our bodies will be different  

• As different as a caterpillar and a butterfly 
• Our RELATIONSHIPS will be different (somehow) 

• “At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; 
they will be like the angels in heaven.” (Matthew 22:30) 

• What we will DO will be different 
• Where we will BE will be different !
The key:  NONE of this is about a place, it’s about a RELATIONSHIP 
  
• What we’re told of Heaven is not about what we’ll DO, but what we’ll BE 
• To think of Heaven as a “place” is to miss the relationship  !
The relationship is described: !
• Rev 21:2ff - “I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.” 
• Rev 21:9-11 - “9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the 

seven last plagues came and said to me, Come, I will show you the bride, the 
wife of the Lamb. 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great 
and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God. 11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a 
very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.” !

• What does God use to show us his relationship with us? 
• It’s a MARRIAGE  !

This gives us insight into our relationship with God! !

• If… 
• The church = The BRIDE of Christ (νύμφη) 
• Heaven = The WIFE of Christ (γυνή) 

• Then… 
• Baptism = our engagement 
• Judgement Day = marriage ceremony 
• Heaven = The perfect (eternal) marriage !

How beautiful is that!? !
Just stop and think about that for a minute! 
This explains why God hates marriage SO much. !
Earthly marriages are a shadow of our relationship with God 

• It’s our training!! 
• For those married:  

• How will you treat your marriage here? 
• For those not married (Paul wasn’t) 

• Get a glimpse from those with Godly marriages 
• On Earth: 

• We become One Flesh 
• With God 

• We will become One Spirit with God 
• We already have His Spirit within us! 

• The closest relationship possible!! !
Francis Chan and his wife Lisa have JUST released a book on marriage 
• You And Me Forever - Marriage in light of eternity 

• Read it.  
• Married or not. Planning to or not. Read it.  

• They do a beautiful job of showing how your life here - married or not - is 
preparation for eternity. !

So - Do you want a head-start on Heaven? 
• Focus on your relationship with Christ NOW 
• You have been promised to Christ (through your baptism) 
• You have begun the journey (prepare for the BIG DAY) 
• Heaven is the culmination of ALL of His plans for you (then begins the 

REAL relationship - the closest spiritual relationship imaginable) !
Get ready for your wedding day!


