
After Life: Class 5 -  October 12, 2014 !
Falling Asleep in the Waiting Room !
Review: 
• So far we’ve talked about... 

1. Why we die 
2. If we’ll be resurrected 
3. What we’ll be like when we’re resurrected 
4. When we get to go to heaven 
5. TODAY: What happens between death and heaven? !

We know that, when we die… 
1. Our spirit leaves our body 
2. The physical body goes away (to dust) 
3.[Time passes] 
4. The soul is raised 
5. Our soul is either... 

1.  wrapped in a new “immortal” body 
2.  destroyed !

If… we don’t go to Heaven until the Judgement Day  
Then… we have to be somewhere doing something until then !
This is a big scriptural puzzle - we’ll try to assemble it. !
WHERE WILL WE BE? !
First step of a puzzle: Define the edges = Define the words !
We have some “problem words” we need to address 
• There are 4 words used in reference to this “interim” state: 

• sheol 
• hades 
• tartarus 
• gehenna 

• Our biggest problem: We tried to translate them. 
• Most of the confusion we have is the wrong and inconsistent translations of 

these words. 
• There would be less confusion if we would just leave them 

untranslated! 

!
So - what do they mean? 
• sheol (שאול) 

• The ONLY word used in the Old Testament relating to the after life. 
• Appears 65 times in OT 
• Translations in KJV: 

• “hell” - 31 times 
• “grave” - 31 times 
• “pit” - 3 times 
• EVERY occurrence of “hell” in KJV OT is actually “sheol” 

• Probably the SINGLE BIGGEST reason we’re so confused. 
• NIV Translations: does much better 

• “grave” - 57 times 
• “death” - 7 times 
• “the depths” - 1 time 

• Although it’s translated “grave” - does NOT refer to a hole in the ground 
• That word is “qeber” - and can be pluralized (“graves”) 
• “sheol” can’t be plural - it’s not a place 

• Best translations 
• “realm of death” 
• “whatever is after we die” 

• It’s not a place, but a state of being 
• That’s the extent of the OT view on the afterlife !

• hades (ᾅδης) 
• Means “the unseen” or “the unseeable” 
• Appears 11 times 
• Translations in KJV: 

• “hell” - 10 times 
• “grave” - 1 time 

• Translations in NIV: 
• “death” - 1 time  
• “grave” - 2 times 
• “the depths” - 2 times 
• “Hades” (proper noun) - 5 times 
• “hell” - 1 time (Lazarus & Rich Man parable) 

• Whatever “sheol” is, it’s the same thing as “hades” 
• Greek translation of “sheol” 
• Psalm 16:10 - “sheol” 

• “For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one 
see corruption.” 



• Peter quoting Psalm 16:10 - “hades” in Acts 2:27 
• “For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One 

see corruption” !
• tartarus (ταρταρόω) 

• Greek mythology: a place of punishment, lower than hades 
• According to Plato: where the wicked go after being judged 
• In Bible: Used only once 

• “For God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, 
putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment;”  
2 Peter 2:4 

• Not nearly enough in the Bible to really explain it 
• Seems to be a special place for bad angels, specifically, until the 

judgement 
• Other than that we DO know it’s not Hell 

• It’s a Pre-Judgement place !
• gehenna (γέεννα) 

• Appears 12 times in NT 
• Always translated as “hell” 

• There is no OT corollary 
• Greek derivative of “Ge-Hinnom” or, Valley of Hinnom 

• Outside the southwest wall of Jerusalem 
• BTW - No evidence that it was ever a trash dump 

• That idea didn’t appear until around 1200 AD - a commentary by 
Rabbi David Kimhi’s on Psalm 27. However, there is neither 
archaeological nor literary evidence in support of this claim. 

• Was actually a location of death and idolatry: 
• Where Ahaz sacrificed children to Molech  

• “He burned sacrifices in the Valley of Ben Hinnom and sacrificed his 
sons in the fire, following the detestable ways of the nations that the 
LORD had driven out before the Israelites” (2 Chr 28:3) 

• Jeremiah references it in a later prophesy 
• “They have built the high places of Topheth in the Valley of Ben 

Hinnom to burn their sons and daughters in the fire- something I did 
not command, nor did it enter my mind.  So beware, the days are 
coming, declares the LORD, when people will no longer call it Topheth 
or the Valley of Ben Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter, for they will 
bury the dead in Topheth until there is no more room.”   
(Jeremiah 7:31-32) 

• Importantly: It’s the word Jesus (the judge) actually used for “hell” 

• Jewish people of the time would have INSTANTLY identified 
• Here is where it’s located outside of Jerusalem 

• South-west edge of Jerusalem 
• Interestingly, the valley is FULL of graves 

• Just like Jeremiah prophesied. 
• Also - the potters field was in this valley 

• Where Judas killed himself 
• Where the bodies were thrown and burned after the siege of Jerusalem !

The distinction between these oft-confused words is important… 
• “gehenna” is ONLY associated with the wicked 
• “sheol”/”hades” is the place for the wicked AND the good 

• It’s never once used in connotation with punishment 
• The distinction is important !

So - which are we talking about? 
• Which one describes the “time passes” place? !

We’re talking about Sheol - What will it be like? !
If you’re taking a trip, how do you know what it will be like? 

• Research? Yes. 
• What’s the most reliable source of information? 

• You ASK OTHER PEOPLE! !
Do we have reports from Sheol? !
• There are none. 

• Interesting to note: None of the people brought back from the dead 
had ANYTHING to say 

• ALL THESE PEOPLE who came back from the dead said nothing !
• Well, there is one. Kind of. 

• There’s only ONE clue from ONE person: Samuel 
• Samuel, summoned by the witch of Endor, says: “Why have you 

disturbed me by bringing me up?” (1 Samuel 28:15) 
• Samuel had nothing to say which helped Saul 
• He was even incorrect about his prophecy (1 day instead of 1 

week) 
• People in the grave have no useful information to give us 

• probably one reason God wants us to trust ONLY HIM. 



!
What will we experience?  !
• Ecclesiastes 9:5-6 

• “…the living know that they will die,  
but the dead know nothing; 
…never again will they have a part  
in anything that happens under the sun.” 

• Ecclesiastes 9:10 
• “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, for in sheol, 

where you are going, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge 
nor wisdom.” !

Does it sound like we’ll be conscious?  
Talking to people?  
Looking down on loved ones?  !
 No. !
SO, WHAT WILL WE BE DOING? !
Let’s see what language is used in scripture... !
A good place to start is 1 Thessalonians 
• they were just as curious about the afterlife as we are 
• Worried that they’d miss Christ coming back  
• If you underline in your Bible, get your pen ready... 
• 1 Thess 4:13-15  

“13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or 
to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 14 We believe that Jesus died 
and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have 
fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we 
who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not 
precede those who have fallen asleep.” !

Let’s look in 1 Corinthians 15 
• “After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the 

same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.”  
(1 Corinthians 15:6) 

• “… those also who have fallen asleep in Christ…” (1 Cor 15:18) 

• “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep.” (1 Cor 15:20) 

• “I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed…”  
(1 Cor 15:51) !

So what will we be doing in the meantime? 
 Kinda sounds like we’ll be sleeping - whatever that means !
• Paul gives us not 1, not 2, not 3 but a BUNCH of clues here 
• And he’s not saying “sleep” as in, when someone dies they LOOK like they’re 

asleep - there’s more to it than that 
• Why? Because it’s the word of choice! 
• The word “dead” WAS in the vocabulary, but it wasn’t used! 

• Paul uses it in a number of contexts !
Jesus used it! 
• “sleep” is the word he used as well! 

• Jairus’ daughter: “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not 
dead but asleep.” (Mark 5:39) 

• The people LAUGHED at him! 
• Why didn’t he just agree that she was dead? Why say “sleep”? 

• Then, there’s Lazarus: John 11:11-14 
• “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake 

him up.”  His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 
Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he 
meant natural sleep. So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is 
dead…” 

• He TRIED to get the point across, but they didn’t get it, so he 
resorted to the “human” understanding. !

• Jesus isn’t playing with words 
• He didn’t say “she LOOKS like she’s sleeping,” but that, “she IS asleep” !
Look back in Daniel: 
• Daniel 12:2 - “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to 

everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.”  
• They’ll awake at the same time 

• Daniel 12:13 - “As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the 
end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance.” !

Remember what Paul said: in 2 Timothy 4:8 



• He’s going to get his crown “on that day” - on Judgement day 
• not die and immediately get crowned 

• It’s sometime in the future !
So what’s going to happen in between??? !
        REST !
Some more scriptures… !
• David said: 

• “Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death;” (Psalm 13:3) 
• “If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in sheol, you are 

there.” (Psalm 139:8) 
• Said of David: “For when David had served God's purpose in his own 

generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his fathers and his body 
decayed.” (Acts 13:36) !

• More OT scriptures 
• “…so man lies down and does not rise; till the heavens are no more, men 

will not awake or be roused from their sleep.” (Job 14:12) 
• “ For now I would be lying down in peace; I would be asleep and at 

rest.” (Job 3:13) 
• “But your dead will live; their bodies will rise.  

You who dwell in the dust, wake up and shout for joy.  
Your dew is like the dew of the morning;  
the earth will give birth to her dead.”  
(Isaiah 26:19) !

This all seems to point toward the same thing:  
• Sleeping 
• This is still, I’m sure, metaphorical  
• No pain. No worries. No concept of time passing. !

How many of you slept last night? !
• From the moment you actually fell asleep to the moment you woke up, how 

long did that feel to you? 
• If you didn’t have a clock or daylight, no “time” would have passed. 

• Were you bored, lonely, nervous? NO. !

This idea has been around a long time. !
“As soon as your eyes have closed you will be woken. A thousand years will be 
as if you slept just half an hour. Just as at night we hear the clock strike and 
don’t know how long we have slept, are a thousand years soon past in death.”  

- Martin Luther !
Some people don’t like this idea (that we sleep until the judgement) !
Why? !
• When I flew to Germany - you go to sleep at takeoff, wake up on landing. 
• When I go to sleep, it seems like a moment later when my son wakes me up 
• Traveling as a kid, I’d fall asleep so I could get there faster 
• Russ Whitten - his story of surgery. !
We know that, when we die… 
1. Our spirit leaves our body 
2. The physical body goes away (to dust) 
3. [Time passes] 
4. The soul is raised 
5. Our soul is either... 

1.  wrapped in a new “immortal” body 
2.  destroyed !

Summing up (for now)… 
• Between death and heaven, you’ll be either… 

• …active: doing something - or -  
• …passive: you aren’t. 

• Nothing in scripture teaches us of an active state. 
• What would be the point? 
• Death seals our fate - no choices or changes after that point !

But what about... The rich man and Lazarus? 
• No single passage of scripture has confused us more and lead to more 

misconceptions than this parable. !
So, For next week 
• Read Luke 13-16 
• Yes - start in chapter 13 


