
After Life: Class 4 - October 5, 2014 !
It’s All in the Timing !
Review: 
• So far we’ve talked about... 

• Why we die 
• If we’ll be resurrected 
• What we’ll be like when we’re resurrected 

• Remember the butterfly! 
• Today: When do we get to go to heaven? !
File this under: “I never stopped to think about that before!” 
 
When we’re faced with death - or others near us are, how do we react? 
• We want to make them feel better, right? 
• We say all kinds of things, all for the right reasons: 

• Things we say... 
• “They’ve gone to be with God” 
• “They’re looking down on us from heaven” 
• “Angels in heaven are rejoicing, welcoming a new arrival” 
• “Daddy’s in heaven with Jesus” 
• etc. !

• But what are we saying when we say these things? 
• That we go right to heaven when we die. 
• It begs the question:  

• How can anyone be in heaven (or hell) before the judgement day? !
• But what does the Bible say? What’s the timing? 

• When do we get to go to heaven? 
• “…a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his 

voice and come out…” (John 5:28) 
• “You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will 

rise…” (Daniel 12:13) 
• “For David did not [yet] ascend to heaven…” (Acts 2:34) 
• “…man lies down and does not rise till the heavens are no 

more…” (Job 14:12) 
• “…He will appear a second time…to bring salvation to those who 

are waiting for him.” (Hebrews 9:28) 

• “…until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in 
the last time.” (1 Peter 1:5) 

• Paul’s “crown” - 2 Timothy 4:8 
• “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept 

the faith.  Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that 
day- and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his 
appearing.” 

• What’s he saying here? 
• He’ll receive his crown from the Judge (Jesus) 
• He’ll receive it on “that day” (Judgement) 
• He’ll receive it with the other saints (like graduation!) 

• And others... !
What about what Paul said? 
• “…I desire to depart and be with Christ”  (Philippians 1:22) 

• The “and” Sounds pretty immediate, doesn’t it? 
• How do we make sense of this? 

• We never think of departing and arriving as immediate. 
• When you say, “I’m going to Oklahoma,” nobody expects you to be 

there the moment you leave the driveway 
• But Paul also said: 

• “…we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.”  (2 
Corinthians 5:10) !

The order of the resurrection drives home the point 
• Turn to 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 
• 15	  According	  to	  the	  Lord's	  own	  word,	  we	  tell	  you	  that	  we	  who	  are	  still	  alive,	  
who	  are	  left	  till	  the	  coming	  of	  the	  Lord,	  will	  certainly	  not	  precede	  those	  who	  
have	  fallen	  asleep.	  16	  For	  the	  Lord	  himself	  will	  come	  down	  from	  heaven,	  with	  
a	  loud	  command,	  with	  the	  voice	  of	  the	  archangel	  and	  with	  the	  trumpet	  call	  
of	  God,	  and	  the	  dead	  in	  Christ	  will	  rise	  Airst.	  17	  After	  that,	  we	  who	  are	  still	  
alive	  and	  are	  left	  will	  be	  caught	  up	  together	  with	  them	  in	  the	  clouds	  to	  meet	  
the	  Lord	  in	  the	  air.	  And	  so	  we	  will	  be	  with	  the	  Lord	  for	  ever.	  

• Here’s the order: 
•  Lord will come down from heaven 
• dead Christians will be brought back to life 
• living Christians will be brought up “in the clouds” 
• together, we’ll all meet the Lord in the air and be with Him forever 

• What it comes down to: 
• Everyone (good and bad) will be judged together. 
• Until then, we wait. 



The question we’re all asking: But what about the thief? 
• “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”  (Luke 23:43) 
• It’s always possible that God made an exception here - and Enoch & Elijah 
• The easy way to solve the problem... 

• Let’s look at this verse 2 different ways 
• Could the comma be in the wrong place? 

• Maybe. The scholars haven’t decided !
• 3 IMPORTANT Questions to answer: 

• #1: What does Jesus mean by “paradise?” 
• First of all, why did Jesus say “paradise?” 
• Looking at other passages, it probably means “heaven” 

• #2: Where was Jesus going to be on THAT day? 
• If Jesus went to heaven, then the thief was probably in heaven 
• But Jesus didn’t go to heaven then.  

• How do we know? 
• “Jesus said, Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the 

Father.” (John 20:17) 
• if he hadn’t ascended to his father, then he wasn’t in heaven 
• if he wasn’t in heaven, neither was the thief 

• #3: If not, What was being promised? 
• Possibly… (Wouldn’t try to prove this) 
• The “right” to enter heaven 

• Rev. 2:7 - “To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat 
from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.” 

• The thief asked for a relationship, not a place 
• For him, “today” was the day of his salvation !

Some other passages (if you need them) 
• “ …in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the 
firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.” (1 Corinthians 
15:22-23) 

• “No-one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven 
- the Son of Man.” (John 3:13) !

So, to sum ALL of this up… 
• There is no…heaven before judgement. 
• There is no…judgement until the resurrection. 
• There is no…resurrection until Christ returns.


