
After Life: Class 2 - Sept 21, 2014 
In That Great Gettin’ Up Mornin’ !
The Question: What does the Bible really teach about resurrection? !
Intro: !
Resurrection? Really? !
• To the outside world looking in, Resurrection sounds almost like fantasy 
• But is it really so far-fetched? 

• “What reason have atheists for saying that we cannot rise again? Which is 
the more difficult: to be born, or to rise again? That what has never been 
should be, or that what has been should be again?” 

• Blaise Pascal, Pensées, XXIV !
• Jesus understood that we might find it a far-reaching concept… 

• Jesus said, in John 5:28-29:  
“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their 
graves will hear his voice and come out- those who have done good will 
rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.” !

• It’s easy to believe when a loved one dies, and even to intellectually believe. 
• We’re going to look at resurrection throughout the Bible, and what it really 

means for us. !
Resurrection in the Old Testament !
What does the Old Testament have to say about the afterlife? !
• There is no well-defined idea of the “afterlife” or “heaven & hell” 
• But there is a lot of reference to resurrection. !
God has the POWER to resurrect !
• Hannah’s prayer: 1 Samuel 2:6 

• “The LORD brings death and makes alive; he brings down to the grave and 
raises up” 

• Makes sense that she would believe this - she was given a child 
when barren! 

•  Psalm 71:20 

• “Though you have made me see troubles, many and bitter, you will restore 
my life again; from the depths of the earth you will again bring me up.” 

• Psalm 49 
• “But man, despite his riches, does not endure; he is like the beasts that 

perish.” v 12 
• “Like sheep they are destined for the grave, and death will feed on 

them” v 14 
• “But God will redeem my life from the grave; he will surely take me to 

himself.” v 15  
• Hosea 13:14 

• “I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them 
from death. Where, O death, are your plagues? Where, O grave, is your 
destruction?” 

• Heb 11:19 
• Abraham believed that God could resurrect the dead !

Insights from Job !
• He first asks, rhetorically: 

•  “If a man dies, will he live again?” Job 14:7-15 
• The answer:  Job 19:25-27 

• “I know that my Redeemer lives,  
and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.  
And after my skin has been destroyed,  
yet in my flesh I will see God;  
I myself will see him with my own eyes-  
I, and not another.  
How my heart yearns within me! !

So there was a definite understanding of a resurrection to the people in the 
Old Testament !
In the time of Christ !
What did people in the 1st century have believe about the afterlife? !
• Some believed: 

• “Jesus said to her, Your brother will rise again. Martha answered, I know 
he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” John 11:23-24 

• Some didn’t: 
• The Sadducees did not believe in resurrection or  afterlife at all. 



• Matthew 22:23ff - They tried to show how ridiculous the idea of 
resurrection was - one woman, many husbands !

• Even some early Christians didn’t believe! 
• 1 Corinthians 15:12  “…how can some of you say that there is no 

resurrection of the dead?” !
The Christian View of Resurrection !
The Importance of Resurrection 
  ** THIS ISN’T JUST AN ACADEMIC DISCUSSION! !
Why is the concept of resurrection important? !
• If Christ wasn’t raised, our faith is pointless, and we are to be pitied. (1 Cor 

15:12-19) 
• If we won’t be raised, it’s party time! (1 Cor 15:32) 

• Morality is pointless.   
• Rules are pointless.  
• Nothing has meaning. !

It’s happened before... !
• Widow’s son (by Elijah) - 1 Kings 17 
• Shunammite’s son (by Elisha) - 2 Kings 4 
• An Israelite man (who touched Elisha’s bones) - 2 Kings 13 
• Widow’s son (by Jesus) - Luke 7 !
• Jairus’ daughter (by Jesus) - Mark 5 
• Lazarus (by Jesus) - John 11  
• “Many holy people” (after Jesus’ death) - Matthew 27 
• Tabitha (by Peter) - Acts 9 
• Eutychus (by Paul) - Acts 20 !
HOW ARE THESE DIFFERENT THAN JESUS’ RESURRECTION? !
What, exactly was happening here?  
Is this the kind of resurrection we’re talking about? !!!

!
Who can define “Resuscitation” for us? !
• = CPR, medical technology, etc.  
• Were these people resuscitated? NO 
• Some of them actually STANK from decay (Lazarus) !
What we’re talking about here is “Revival” 
• re-vivere - back to life !
• Not the result of CPR 

• How is this different from Jesus’ resurrection? 
• Every one of these people eventually died again. !

Resurrection - something different !
• The “first fruits” 

• “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 
who have fallen asleep.”  (1 Corinthians 15:20) 

• Jesus:  
• the FIRST one to be raised,  
• and stay that way. !

Resurrection = Hope 
• “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even 

though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will  
never die.”   - John 11:25


