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Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned 
and said to them, “If anyone comes to me and does not 
hate his own father and mother and wife and children 
and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he 
cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not bear his own 
cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. For 
which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit 
down and count the cost, whether he has enough to 
complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 
and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock 
him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able 
to finish.’ Or what king, going out to encounter another 
king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate 
whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who 
comes against him with twenty thousand? And if not, 
while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a 
delegation and asks for terms of peace. So therefore, 
any one of you who does not renounce all that he has 
cannot be my disciple.

Luke 14:25-33



Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery 
trial when it comes upon you to test you, 
as though something strange were 
happening to you. But rejoice insofar as 
you share Christ's sufferings, that you may 
also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 
revealed. If you are insulted for the name 
of Christ, you are blessed, because the 
Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 

1 Peter 4:12-14



“If the world hates you, know that it has 
hated me before it hated you. If you were 
of the world, the world would love you as 
its own; but because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you. Remember 
the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is 
not greater than his master.’ If they 
persecuted me, they will also persecute 
you. If they kept my word, they will also 
keep yours.”

John 15:18-20



And calling the crowd to him with his 
disciples, he said to them, “If anyone 
would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow 
me. For whoever would save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 
sake and the gospel's will save it. For 
what does it profit a man to gain the 
whole world and forfeit his soul? For 
what can a man give in return for his 
soul?”

Mark 8:34-37



“Blessed are you when others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward is great in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

Matthew 5:11-12

For this light momentary affliction is preparing 
for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison.

2 Corinthians 4:17



The Spirit himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we 
suffer with him in order that we may also 
be glorified with him. For I consider that 
the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to 
be revealed to us. 

Romans 8:16-18


