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The Center of God’s Will



The Center  
of  

God’s Will







“Take up your cross 
and follow Jesus.”

“Come to Jesus and he’ll 
make your life better.”



moralistic  
therapeutic  
deism 



the Bible applies to 
“us”

the Bible applies to  
“me”



“Me-centric” Misreadings

• I read only what I think is 
relevant to me 

• I assume every verse was meant 
for me, personally



“Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, before you were born I set you apart” -
Jeremiah 1:5 

“Before I was born the Lord called me; from 
my mother’s womb he has spoken my 
name.” - Isaiah 49:1 

“God set me apart from my mother’s womb 
and called me by his grace” - Galatians 1:15



If God set THEM apart for 
something special,  

he must have set ME apart 
for something special



Jeremiah 29:11

“For I know the plans I have 
for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.”



Romans 8:28 (ESV)

“And we know that, for 
those who love God, all 
things work together for 
good…”



Romans 8:28

• Making God the planner of “all things” 
that happen 

• Turning “all things work together for 
good” into “all things are good” 

• Assuming “working for good” means 
“working for good for ME”



Romans 8:28 (ESV)

“And we know that, for 
those who love God, all 
things work together for 
good…”



Avoiding “Me-centric” Misreadings

• “What did this mean to the 
original audience?” 

• “What can I learn from it?” 

• “How might it apply to God’s 
people?”



the Bible is not a 
book about ME



- Francis Chan, Crazy Love

“The point of your life is to point to 
Him. Whatever you are doing, God 
wants to be glorified, because this 
whole thing is His.  

It is His movie.  

His world.  

His gift.” 




