


What are some 
euphemisms we use 
when someone dies?



Psalms 23

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  
He makes me lie down in green pastures.  
He leads me beside still waters. 
He restores my soul. 
… 

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
forever.



Psalms 23:1-3

The Great Boss is the one who takes 
care of my sheep;  
I don't want to own anything. 
The Great Boss wants me to lie down 
in the field.  
He wants me to go to the lake.  
He makes my good spirit come back. 



Psalms 23:4

Even though I walk through 
something the missionary calls the 
valley of the shadow of death, I do not 
care.  
You are with me.  
You use a stick and a club to make me 
comfortable. 



Psalms 23:5-6

You manufacture a piece of furniture right in 
front of my eyes while my enemies watch.  
You pour car grease on my head. 
My cup has too much water in it and 
therefore overflows.  
Goodness and kindness will walk single file 
behind me all my life.  
And I will live in the hut of the Great Boss 
until I die and am forgotten by my tribe.
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Individualism 
vs. 

Collectivism



Cultural Mores 
Prejudices 
Language

Individualism vs. Collectivism 

Honor/Shame & Right/Wrong 

Perception of Time

Rules & Relationships 

Virtue & Vice 

The Center of God’s Will



Individualism vs. 
Collectivism



Collectivism
• The group is more important than the individual 

• The group takes responsibility for mistakes of the individual 

• First thought: How will my actions affect those around me? 

• People are more willing to give up things for others 

• People are willing to adopt the opinions of others, especially 
those of higher esteem in the group 

• Maintaining harmony is extremely important 

• The worst thing you can be is your own person



Individualism
• The individual is much more important than the group 

• The group separates from individuals who make mistakes 

• First thought: How will my actions affect my future? 

• Everyone takes care of their own needs 

• Everyone is expected, and encouraged, to form their own 
opinions 

• Being right is extremely important 

• The worst thing we can imagine is loss of identity



“me”
CollectivismIndividualism





If you had to describe the 
core of American culture in 
a single quote or sentence, 

what would it be?







“The nail that sticks up gets 
hammered down”



How might our 
individualist lenses 

influence our 
interpretation of 

scripture?







Paul’s co-authors
• 1 Corinthians 1:1 - Sosthenes 

• 2 Corinthians 1:1 - Timothy 

• Galatians 1:1-2 - those with him 

• Philippians 1:1 - Timothy 

• Colossians 1:1 - Timothy 

• 1 & 2 Thessalonians 1:1 - Silas & Timothy





How might our 
individualist culture 
change the way we 

look at church?



1 Corinthians 12:12-13

A person's body is one thing, but it has 
many parts. Though there are many parts 
to a body, all those parts make only one 
body. Christ is like that also. Some of us are 
Jews, and some are Gentiles. Some of us 
are slaves, and some are free. But we were 
all baptized into one body through one 
Spirit. And we were all made to share in 
the one Spirit.



1 Corinthians 6:19

“Do you not know that your 
bodies are temples of the Holy 
Spirit, who is in you, whom you 
have received from God?”
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have received from God?”



1 Corinthians 6:19

"All of you together are a 
singular temple for the 
Holy Spirit."



1 Peter 2:5

“You also, like living 
stones, are being built into 
a temple for the Spirit.”



Thinking more of the body

• Start thinking in terms of “we” instead of “me” 

• Focus more on the value of others, and how 
much you depend on them 

• Stop worrying about being “special” and focus 
on being part of a whole 

• Be willing to give things up - and change your 
mind - for the sake of unity



Removing individualist lenses

• Make an effort to read “you” in the Bible as 
plural - just as a thought experiment 

• Get to REALLY know people who think in 
collectivist terms 

• Read fiction by authors with a collectivist 
perspective - to see a new point of view




