


• misunderstandings 
• omissions



Cultural Mores 
Race & Ethnicity 

Language

Individualism vs. Collectivism 

Honor/Shame & Right/Wrong 

Perception of Time

Rules & Relationships 

Virtue & Vice 

The Center of God’s Will



mores 
/ˈmôrāz/



“mores”   /ˈmôrāz/

• “the customs, values, and behaviors that are 
accepted by a particular group” 

• “What a community deems appropriate or 
inappropriate” 

• “folkways of central importance accepted 
without question and embodying the 
fundamental moral views of a group”



"that was a good dog"











Sodom’s sin?

“Now this was the sin of your sister 
Sodom: She and her daughters 
were arrogant, overfed and 
unconcerned; they did not help 
the poor and needy.” 

Ezekiel 16:49



Marriage & 
Singleness



1 Corinthians 7:32-35 

“I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried 
man is concerned about the Lord’s affairs—how he can 
please the Lord. But a married man is concerned about the 
affairs of this world—how he can please his wife— and his 
interests are divided.  

An unmarried woman is concerned about the Lord’s 
affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body 
and spirit. But a married woman is concerned about the 
affairs of this world—how she can please her husband.  

I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but 
that you may live in a right way in undivided devotion to 
the Lord.”



How does our over-
prioritization of marriage 
impact the ministry of 
the church?



•Marriage is a good thing 
•Singleness is a good thing



Money & Wealth



Western cultures

Wealth =  
an unlimited resource



“If a man will not work,  
he shall not eat.”

“If a man can’t eat,  
it’s because he didn’t work”

2 Thessalonians 3:10



Non-Western cultures

Wealth =  
a limited resource



How does viewing 
wealth as wholly positive  
impact our interpretation 
of scriptures?



1 Corinthians 11:2-16

“…But every woman who prays or 
prophesies with her head 
uncovered dishonors her head…”



1 Timothy 2:9-10

“I also want the women to dress 
modestly, with decency and 
propriety, adorning themselves,  
not with elaborate hairstyles or 
gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 
but with good deeds, appropriate for 
women who profess to worship God.”



Modesty: 
sexual or economic?



Avoiding the moré trap
1. Answer these… 

• “Clearly, this passage is saying  
(or not saying) ______ is right / wrong. “ 

• “Is [that issue] really what is condemned?“ 

• “Am I adding / ignoring some elements?”



2. Look for clues in the text which might 
hint that mores are in play. 

3. Read the writings of Christians from 
different cultures and ages for their 
viewpoints

Avoiding the moré trap



C.S. Lewis

"Every age has its own outlook. It is 
especially good at seeing certain truths and 
especially liable to make certain mistakes. 
We all, therefore, need the books that will 
correct the characteristic mistakes of our own 
period. And that means the old books.... Not, 
of course, that there is any magic about the 
past. People were no cleverer then than they 
are now; they made as many mistakes as we.  
But not the same mistakes.”



“Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible”



“The Lost World of Scripture”



“Ancient Near Eastern Thought  
and the Old Testament”




