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The Church of Our 
Dreams1. Is a beautiful thing!

2. Must be the church of our Lord’s dreams.
3. Grants to others the freedom to question, doubt, 

and disagree.
4. Handles conflict in healthy ways.
5. Does not bind on others what God has not 

bound.
6. Shows compassionate concern for each of her 

members.
7. Serves her community.
8. Reaches out to the lost. 
9. Relies on God.
10. Is open to change.



Grateful for My Heritage

I am grateful that we have been a people 
of the Book.

I am grateful that we have not been 
bound to inflexible creeds and opinions 
but, instead, have remained open to a 
change in perspective if we find that 
change warranted by the biblical text.



Open to Change

The church of our dreams is open to 
change if she finds that change 
warranted by the scriptures.

She is open to change for the sake of 
the spread of the gospel.
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The Need to Be Open to Change

Healthy churches expect change.

Churches can’t reach new people without 
giving up their old methods.

Traditions can be a good thing as long as they 
don’t become barriers to what God wants us to 
do next.

My preferences aren’t as important as the 
people we are trying to reach.



We either change, or die.



Innovation, Adapting to the Culture

Use of technology

Online giving

Change in assembly times or 
frequency

A shift from adding programs to 
clarifying a path



A Path for Discipleship

1. Worship regularly.

2. Keep a daily appointment with God.

3. Live differently.

4. Join a small group.

5. Give generously.

6. Serve your neighbors.

7. Tell someone what the Lord has done for 
you.



The church of our 
dreams has high 

standards.



High Standards

One of the things that will drive future 
church growth is a refusal to settle for 
mediocrity.

God has set the bar high.



What do you think?

“Healthy churches expect change.”

“Most churches are over 
programmed.”

“We either change, or die.”

“We must refuse to settle for 
mediocrity in the church.”


