D oes God Exist?

CHAPTER 2

REASON #2 - EVERY COMPLEX DESIGN HAS A DESIGNER

“Themost miraculousthingis happening. The physicists aregetting
down to thenitty gritty ... and thelast thing they ever expected to be
happening is happening. God is showing through.”

--John Updike

1. Imaginethat you are hiking in an area of theworld that you believe no other
person has ever been to before. Asyou are hiking, you see onerock on another.
Would you now suspect that someone had been there beforeyou? Why or why
not?

2. If you were hiking in the same area and saw several rocks on top of each other
would you suspect that someone had been there beforeyou? Why or why not?




3. If you saw thisrock formation...

...would you suspect that someone had been there beforeyou? Why or why not?

Nature is somewhat predictable. We know that wind, rain and snow did not create the
faces of the four U.S. presidents on Mount Rushmore. The design istoo complex. Itis
obvious that an intelligent, talented designer/artist created this.

From the outer regions of space to the microscopic world of atoms and molecules our
universe displays complex design, purpose, order and arrangement.

HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLESOF THE COMPLEXITY OF OUR UNIVERSE:

a) If our universe had not expanded at just the right speed at the moment of origin -- life
on earth would not have been possible. Stephen Hawking has calculated that if the
rate of the universe' s expansion one second after the Big Bang had been smaller by
even one part in a hundred thousand million million, the universe would have
collapsed into afireball.

b) If the precise amount of matter were not produced at the moment of origin —the
universe would have never formed.

c) If our universe expanded at any other speed -- life on earth would not be possible.

d) If electrical, gravitational, electromagnetic or nuclear forcesin our world were any
stronger or weaker -- life on earth would not be possible.

e) If our planet were not tilted exactly theway it is (at an angle of 23.5 degrees on its
axis of rotation) -- life on earth would not be possible.

10



f)

9)

h)

)

K)

p)

If planet earth were any closer to the sun it would be too hot for life to exist on earth.
If it were any farther away it would be too cold for life to exist on earth. The distance
happens to be just right!

If the size, composition, location and orbit of the sun, earth or moon were not just
what they are — life on earth would not be possible. (In fact, the size of the moon
“just happens’ to be 400 times smaller than the sun and the moon “just happens’ to
be precisely 400 times closer to the earth than the sunis. This*“just happens’ to make
atotal solar eclipse possible from an earthbound point of view whenever their orbital
travels bring them in line with one another. “One can’'t help but feel a nagging sense
of suspicion that there is probably more going on here than just a mindless series of
happy accidents”)."

If the surface temperature of the sun was dlightly higher or lower —life on earth
would not be possible.

If the earth rotated around the sun at any other speed or diameter-- life on earth would
not be possible.

If the cosmological constant (the energy density of empty space) were any different --
- life on earth would not be possible. In fact, “all the seemingly arbitrary and
unrelated constants in physics have one strange thing in common — these are
precisely the values you need if you want to have a universe capable of producing
life.""

If the delicate ozone layer did not exist to filter out the sun’s harmful ultraviolet rays
— life on earth would not be possible.

If the moon were any closer to earth, ocean tides would cover the highest mountains.
If it were any bigger and in the same place, the tides would be too strong -- life on
earth would not be possible.

If the thickness of the earth’s crust were slightly different — life on earth would not be
possible.

If our planet did not have an abundant supply of carbon, oxygen, nitrogen, hydrogen,
phosphorus, and calcium -- life would not be possible. No other planet has been
found to have al these crucial elementsto sustain life.

If our planet were not covered with 4/5™ water which evaporates, gives usrain and
regul ates temperature-- life would not be possible.

If water did not have such a high boiling point and if its solid form (ice) were not less
dense than itsliquid form — life on earth would not be possible.

11



q) If the process of atmospheric evaporation were not finely and precisely balanced —
life on earth would not be possible.

r) If the range of temperature, humidity, pressure or acidity in our atmosphere were any
different -- life on earth would not be possible.

s) If the speed of light constant or the gravitational constant were slightly different —life
on earth would not be possible. “The fundamental laws and constants of nature did
not gradually evolve into their present life-supporting character through a process of
natural selection, asiswidely believed. Instead, they spontaneously came into
existence with the origin of the universe itself, perfectly calibrated and ready for
action...Despite the infinity of possible errors, the universe repeatedly chose the
‘correct’ value each timeit had to do so as far as our own existence is concerned.
Mathematicianstell us that the probability for this happening is zero. Yet weare
here.” "

t) If theratio between the mass of a proton and electron and neutron were any smaller or
greater -- life on earth would not be possible.

u) If the severity of volcanic or seismic activity on earth were slightly greater or lesser —
life on earth would not be possible.

v) If the oxygen to nitrogen ratio or the carbon dioxide to water vapor ratio were slightly
different - life would not be possible.

w) If Jupiter had amore dliptical orbit and did not act as our “meteor and comet shield”
— life on earth would not be possible.

x) *“ The Earthisjust large enough so that its gravity retains the atmosphere and just
small enough not to keep too many harmful gases.” "

Y ou can see that we have avery fortunate planet.” How do we explain these
coincidences?

Modern science has absolutely no explanation for the billions of independent cosmic
factors that happen to be “just right” for humans to exist apart from the deliberate
workings of an Intelligent Designer. There are simply too many “coincidences’ at work
in our universeto allow for any other reasonable conclusion. Sir Fred Hoyle once
commented, “A commonsense inter pretation of the facts suggests that a superintellect has
monkeyed with physics, as well as chemistry and biology, and that there are no blind
forces worth speaking about in nature.” ™'

Harvard professor of astronomy Owen Gingerich, the senior astronomer at the
Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory commented: “Fred Hoyle and | differ on lots of
questions, but on thiswe agree: a common sense and satisfying interpretation of our
world suggests the designing hand of a super intelligence.” "

12



Robin Collins uses this ana ogy:

“ Suppose astronauts landed on Mars and found an enclosed biosphere, sort of like the
domed structure that was built in Arizona afew years ago. At the control panel they find
that all the dials for its environment are set just right for life. The oxygen ratio is perfect;
the temperature is seventy degrees; the humidity is fifty percent; there's a system for
replenishing the air; there are systems for producing food, generating energy, and
disposing of wastes. Each dial has a huge range of possible settings, and you can see if
you were to adjust one or more of them just alittle bit, the environment would go out of
whack and life would be impossible. Do you know what the headline would be in the
newspaper the next day? It would say: EXTRATERRESTRIAL LIFE EXISTS.

We would conclude that this biosphere was not there by accident. Volcanoes didn’t erupt
and spew out the right compounds that just happened to assemble themselves into the
biosphere. Some intelligent being had intentionally and carefully designed and prepared
it to support living creatures. And that’s an analogy for our universe.”™

Stephen Hawking writes, “It would be very difficult to explain why the universe should
have begun just this way, except as an act of God who intended to create beings like us.” *
Roger Penrose calculated that the mathematical probability of our universe “just popping
out of nowhere” with the mind-boggling degree of fine-tuning that enables usto exist in
our universe to be 10 to the 10", This number is so vast that it can’t be written on a
piece of paper the size of the entire visible universe.

“The entire universe does indeed ‘cater’ to the needs of humanity after all, insofar asit is
permeated with the very same structural specifications that are necessary for human
existence...These cosmic ‘ coincidences between distant branches of physics are so
compelling, in fact, that many scientists are actually coming forward and admitting that
‘something must be going on behind the scenes.’” ... Physicist Freeman Dyson said
this... ‘ Aswe look out into the universe and identify the many accidents of physics and
astronomy that have worked together to our benefit, it almost seems asif the universe
must in some sense have known that we were coming.’”

The Bible says:

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”
(Psalms 19:1)

“Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the
starry host one by one, and calls them each by name. Because of his great power and
mighty strength, not one of them ismissing.” (I'saiah 40:26)

“When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars,

which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man
that you care for him?” (Psalms 8:3-4)
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Thus far we have only discussed the complexity and the purposeful design of our
universe.

Consider the complexity, design and the beauty of nature!
Rubel Shelly writes, “One of my favorite examples of a case in nature of
intelligent design involves an insect. The bombardier beetle, squirts a lethal
mixture of two chemicals into the face of its enemy. When the two chemicals mix,
they explode. In order to store those two chemicalsin its own body until needed
for self-defense, a chemical inhibitor is there to make them harmless. At the
instant the beetle squirts the stored liquid fromits tail, an anti-inhibitor is added
to make the mixture explosive again. The slightest alteration in the chemical
balance involved here would result in a race of exploded beetlesin only one
generation. How reasonableisit to put this complex process down to a lucky roll
of the dice as opposed to creative design? Snce natureis not an intelligent being,
and consequently has no sense of purpose, there must be Somebody behind nature
who designed and built these flamethrowers in beetles.” "

Consider the complexity of our own bodies!
Carl Sagan wrote this about the brain...
“ The information content of the human brain expressed in bitsis probably
comparable to the total number of connections among neurons - about a hundred
trillion. If written out in English, that information would fill some twenty million
volumes. The equivalent of twenty million books is inside the heads of every one
of us. Thebrainisavery big place in a very small space...The neurochemistry of
the brain is astonishingly busy, the circuitry of a machine more wonderful than
any devised by humans.”

Richard Dawkins wrote this about the cell...

"Each nucleus of every cdll in the human body contains a digitally coded
database larger, in information content, than all 30 volumes of the Encyclopedia
Britannica put together."*"

Consider the “eye!”
Humans have been trying to build a better camerafor about 250 years. However,
even the most complex and advanced camera can’t even closely compare to our
eyes. Our eyes have alens cover that keeps the dust off the lensin our eyelids.
Our eyes can focus at various distances. Our eyes have automatic focus and a
light meter which always adjusts to its setting. If you scratch your eyelid it heals
itself. Doctors can’'t even explain why there is no scar tissue | eft.

Consider “DNA!”
Scientists tell usthat a single strain of DNA holds enough information to fill a
6,000 volume encyclopedia. Who wrote the DNA code?
"How does a universe, which itself devel oped from nothing, impart into every
human strand of DNA enough specific information to cover 600,000 pages of
information from nothing?"*"
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The Stoic philosopher Chrysippus said this...

"If there is something in the world which human reason, strength and power are
incapable of producing, that which produces it must be better than man. But the
heavens and everything which displays unceasing regularity cannot be produced

by man. Therefore that by which those things are produced is better than man.
And what name rather than God would you give to this."*

TheBible says...

“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in
my mother’swomb. | praise you because | am fearfully

and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know
that full well.” (Psalms 139:13-14)
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