
WAS JESUS REALLY RAISED  
FROM  THE DEAD?  (Part I) 

 
CHAPTER 11 

 
Jesus said to Martha, “ I  am the resurrection… Do you believe this?”  (John 11:25-26) 

 
In the New Testament book of 1 Cor inthians, the apostle Paul said this … 

"For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to 
the Twelve.  After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at 
the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  
Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to 
me also, as to one abnormally born."  (1 Cor inthians 15:3-8) 

 
In these verses, Paul tells us the three most important things about Chr istianity: 

·  Chr ist died for  our  sins. 
·  He was bur ied. 
·  He was raised.   

 
The Bible claims many times that Jesus was raised from the dead.  For  example, we 
find this in Matthew 28:1-7 …  

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to look at the tomb.  There was a violent earthquake, for an 
angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the 
stone and sat on it.  His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white 
as snow.  The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead 
men.  The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are 
looking for Jesus, who was crucified.  He is not here; he has risen, just as he  
said.  Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples:  
‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee.  There you 
will see him.’   Now I have told you.”   (Matthew 28:1-7) 

 

How do we know this is true?   
 
In the next two chapters we will examine these questions:   

 
WAS JESUS REALLY RAISED FROM THE DEAD? 

OR  

DID SOMETHING ELSE HAPPEN TO HIS BODY? 



All of Chr istianity stands or  falls with the resurrection! (See 1 Cor inthians 15:14-19) 
 
If Jesus Christ was not raised from the dead … 

·  A Christian’s faith is useless and futile. 
·  A Christian is a false witness and thus, an enemy of God. 
·  Every Christian, either alive or dead, is lost and still in their sins. 
·  Jesus’  power was limited and his testimony was a lie. 
·  We should not believe that any of the miracles in the Bible actually occurred. 
·  Everything in the New Testament and everything Jesus said should be held 

suspect. 
·  Christianity is a false religion. 

 
If Jesus Christ was raised from the dead … 

·  Jesus’  power is unlimited. 
·  Everything Jesus said should be believed and followed. 
·  Christians can be sure that their sins are forgiven and that they will be raised 

from the dead to be with God in heaven. 
·  All other religions are false religions. 

 
“ We, as Christians, are betting our eternal destiny on the fact that the tomb 
was empty.”  
 
During his life, Jesus said many times to many people that he would be 
crucified and then resurrected from the dead.  Look at all the times Jesus 
claimed that he would be raised up on the third day: 
     Matthew 12:38-40, 16:21, 17:22-23, 20:18-19, 26:32, 27:63 
     Mark 8:31-9:1, 9:10, 9:31, 10:32-34, 14:28, 14:58 
     Luke 9:22-27 and John 2:19-22, Chapters 14-16  
 
Wilber Smith writes, “ …when Jesus said that he would rise again from the 
dead, the third day after he was crucified, he said something that only a fool 
would dare say, if he expected longer the devotion of any disciples, unless – 
he was sure he was going to rise.  No founder of any world religion known 
to men ever dared say a thing like that!” i 
 
C.S. Lewis writes in his book Miracles that “ Jesus is the first fruits, the 
pioneer of life.  He has forced open a door that has been locked since the 
death of the first man.  He has met, fought, and beaten the King of Death.  
Everything is different because he has done so.  This is the beginning of the 
new creation and a new chapter in cosmic history has opened.” ii 
 
How can we know with certainty that this is true?   



A.  A simple star ting point/ Histor ical cause and effect: 
Let’s pretend that you live in the year 5,000.  You are a historian and an archeologist.  
You are trying to find out what happened historically during the 20th century.  During one 
of your archeological digs, you find the map below. 
 
 

iii 
 
Ah-ha!  Now you know that in the early 1940’s someone named Hitler was 
either a King or some other sort of ruler and he ruled most of Europe.  In 
fact, based on this map you deduce that by 1943, Hitler had conquered more 
of Europe than any ruler previous to him.  Not even the French Empire of 
Napoleon or the Roman Empire of the Caesars was equal to this man’s 
empire. 
 



Then, later as you continue your digs you find a map which dates 1948.  
This map has no mention of Hitler and shows that Germany had been split 
into two parts.  From this map you learn that in 1948 West Germany was 
aided by Britain, the United States and France and East Germany was under 
Soviet control.  From the information on these two maps, you have the 
following facts: 
 
-----------------------------------]                  [------------------------------ 
Germany dominates Europe 1943                       1948 - Germany is a defeated, split nation 
 
Just using this information, as a logical historian, what would you assume 
happened in this gap? 
 
Now, let us carry this same logic over and look at the beginnings of 
Christianity.  Consider the historical information we have about the year 
AD33. 
 
-------------------------------------]  [--------------------------------------- 
Friday, Passover Time AD 33 -               Pentecost AD 33 - (50 days later) 
No Christian Church exists                     The Christian Church has 3,000 members  
Jesus hangs dead on a cross                     Peter boldly preaches that Jesus is alive 
Peter denies even knowing Jesus                 [-- Saul, enemy of Christianity, converts      
Jesus’  followers have deserted him             [-- Jesus’  brother becomes leader of Jerusalem church    
Judas betrayed him and hangs himself           [-- All apostles (but John) and others martyred                    
Women followers are crying and mourning           because they preached that Jesus is alive 
Jesus’  brothers do not even believe in him            [--AD 150 Christianity spreads over 

       Roman world 
[---AD330 Roman Empire supports    
Christianity 

[--AD450 Rome Falls/Europe   
Christianized  
 

I think it is safe to say that something radical, monumental and profound 
happened in history between Jesus’  crucifixion and the day of Pentecost.  
 
What happened?  What caused a history changing religion to pop up out of 
nowhere?   

 
“ I f the coming into existence of the [church], a phenomenon undeniably 
attested by the New Testament, rips a great hole in history, a hole the size 
and shape of Resurrection, what does the secular historian propose to stop 
it up with?” iv   – C.F.D. Moule, New Testament scholar from Cambridge University. 

 



The Resurrection:  Fact or  fiction? 
 
WHAT HAPPENED TO THE BODY OF JESUS?   
 
Some believe that the Resurrection is fiction.  They explain the missing body of Jesus 
with one of the following theories. 
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This theory supposes that the Roman guards and the Jewish leaders were mistaken 
about Jesus being dead.  After a sleepless, emotionally exhausting night, Jesus 
was beaten and scourged, then nailed to a cross, then after a spear was thrust into 
his side, he was declared dead (but he really just fainted).  Then his body was 
placed in a rock tomb and a great stone was rolled across the entrance.  After he 
came to himself and revived in the cool of the tomb, he forced back the huge 
stone and walked unnoticed passed the guards out of the tomb.v 

 
Problems with this theory 
1)  Jesus was flogged (beat with whips).  (Matthew 27:26; Mark 15:15; John 19:1)   
 
“ When a man was scourged under the Roman law, he was bound in a kneeling  
position so that his naked back was exposed.  The lash was a long leather thong  
studded at intervals with pieces of sharp bone, lead and rocks which literally tore a  
man’s back into strips.  Many a man had died under the lash; still more had lost their  
reason and emerged raving mad; few retained consciousness to the end of that bitter  
ordeal; and all who survived were broken men.” vi  
 
Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea, (3rd century church historian) said this concerning  
the Roman scourging inflicted on those to be executed: 
 “ the sufferer’s veins were laid bare, and the very muscles, sinews, and bowels of  
the victim were open to exposure.” vii 
 
2)  Jesus was struck on the head by a staff again and again.  (Matthew 27:30; Luke 23:63) 
 
3)  Jesus was nailed to a cross.  (Matthew 27; Mark 15; Luke 23; John 19) 
 



4)  The Roman soldiers believed that Jesus was dead.  (John 19:31-33)  
 
5)  One of the Roman soldiers "pierced Jesus© side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow 

of blood and water." (John 19:34)  Modern pathologists say that blood and water 
would not have come out unless the body was, in fact, dead. 

 
6)  Pilate (the Roman governor) was convinced by the Roman centurion that Jesus was 

dead, so he gave Joseph permission to remove the body from the cross. (Mark 15:44-
45) 

 
7)  The Roman law did not allow anyone to remove someone©s body from a cross until 

the death of that individual was obvious and certain.  Roman soldiers removed the 
body from the cross. 

 
8)  The body was wrapped in linen with gummy spices between the wraps. 

 
Merrill Tenney explains the customary Jewish grave clothes as follows: 
 
“ In preparing a body for burial according to Jewish custom, it was usually 
washed and straightened, and then bandaged tightly from the armpits to the 
ankles in strips of linen about a foot wide.  Aromatic spices often of a gummy 
consistency, were placed between the wrappings or folds.  They served partially 
as a preservative and partially as a cement to glue the cloth wrappings into a 
solid covering.  John’s Gospel tells us that some seventy pounds of spices were 
used in this process (John 19:38-42)—thus, the grave clothes would not easily be 
removed.  On the morning of the first day of the week the body of Jesus had 
vanished, but the grave clothes were still there (John 20:5-9).” viii 

 
9)  The body of Jesus was placed in a rock tomb and a very heavy stone was rolled 

across the entrance.  (Matthew 27:59-60) 
 
10) Guards were placed outside the tomb (Matthew 27:62-66).  Under Roman law, a 

guard was to be killed if he fell asleep while on duty. 
 
11) The Jewish leaders wanted guards at the tomb because they were afraid that the 

disciples would try to steal the body.  This is evidence that the Jewish leaders 
believed that Jesus was dead. (Matthew 27:62-66) 

 
“ Clearly, the weight of the historical and medical evidence indicates that Jesus was dead 
before the wound to his side was inflicted.  Accordingly, interpretations based on the 
assumption that Jesus did not die on the cross appear to be at odds with modern medical 
knowledge.”   -- William D. Edwards et al., “On the Physical Death of Jesus Christ,”  
Journal of the American Medical Association (21 March 1986): 1463.ix 
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Problems with this theory 
1)  Jesus’  enemies had no reason or motive to remove the body.  They had absolutely 

nothing to gain by removing the body. 
 
2)  The enemies of Jesus wanted the body to stay in the tomb.  That is why they ask 

Pilate to put Roman guards around the entrance.  (Matthew 27:62- 28:14) 
 
3)  Pilate took great precaution to make sure the body stayed in the tomb. 
 
4)  The story could not have been kept quiet. 
 
5)  The enemies of Jesus never claimed that they removed the body from the tomb.  They 

claimed instead that the disciples stole the body. 
 
6)  The enemies would have admitted stealing the body when the apostles preached about 

the resurrection.  The apostles went everywhere telling people that Jesus was raised 
from the dead.  The enemies of Jesus never once denied it. 

 
7)  If the enemies stole the body of Jesus they could have produced the decaying body 

with dramatic effect.  This would have humiliated the apostles, proved that they were 
lying and silenced their resurrection claims. 
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The enemies of Jesus gave the Roman soldiers money and told them to say that the 
disciples stole the body (Matthew 28:11-15), but there are many problems with this 
theory. 
 
1)  The soldiers said that Jesus© followers stole the body.  They also said that they were 

asleep (Matthew 28:12-13).  Does this sound fishy?  How would they know who 
stole the body if they were asleep? 

 
2)  Historians tell us that if a Roman soldier fell asleep while on guard, he would be 

killedx and that there were usually at least four men in a Roman guard unit.xi  Is it 
possible that all four guards fell asleep at the same time?  Is it possible that a huge 
stone was rolled away from the entrance of the tomb and this sound did not wake 
someone up? 

 
3)  If the disciples stole the body of Jesus from the tomb, sooner or later someone who 

knew the facts would have talked.  People do not knowingly die for lies.  All of the 
apostles (except John) were killed because they taught that Jesus was raised from the 
dead.   

 
4)  Jesus© followers were scared of the Romans.  Matthew 26:56 tells us that when the 

soldiers came to arrest Jesus "…all the disciples deserted him and fled.”  
 
5)  Matthew 27:65-66 tells us that the Roman soldiers sealed the tomb. The sealing was 

always done in the presence of the Roman guards who were left in charge to protect 
this stamp of Roman authority and power.  The followers of Jesus would have been 
punished for breaking the Roman seal. 

 
*Note about the Roman Guards…  “Their sole purpose and obligation that 
evening was to rigidly perform their duty as soldiers of the empire of Rome to 
which they had dedicated their allegiance.  The Roman seal affixed to the stone 
before Joseph’s tomb was far more sacred to them than all the philosophy of 
Israel or the sanctity of her ancient creed.  Soldiers cold blooded enough to 
gamble over a dying victim’s cloak are not the kind of men to be hoodwinked by 
timid Galileans or to jeopardize their Roman necks by sleeping on their post.” xii 

 
 



6)  The authorities did not insist that the disciples produce the body.  They knew better 
than anyone that the disciples did not have it. 

 
7)  The apostles did not believe that Jesus was alive until they saw him.  (Luke 24:9-12) 
 
8)  If the disciples (or anyone else for that matter) decided to sneak past the Roman 

guards, roll away the large stone and steal the body…why would they take the time to 
remove the grave clothes? 

 
9)   Jesus was killed during the Passover.  Thousands of people came to Jerusalem for 

this holiday.  It is not likely that the disciples could have carried a dead body in 
Jerusalem without someone seeing them. 

 
10)  If the disciples stole the body this means that the writers of the New Testament 

would have had to invent a story about Jesus being raised from the dead.  According 
to the Bible the first people to find that the tomb was empty were women.  If the 
writers made up this story they would not likely have chosen women as the first 
people to find the tomb empty.  Women were not even allowed to give evidence in 
Jewish courts of law in the first century.  A woman’s testimony meant nothing in the 
first century Jewish culture. 

 
11) If the disciples said, “Hey, Jesus said he would be raised from the dead…we better do 

something to save face…”  The easiest way to go about this would be to claim that 
Jesus was “spiritually resurrected.”   Instead, they taught about the resurrection of the 
actual physical body. 
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Problems with this theory: 
1)  These women had carefully noted where the body of Jesus was buried less than 72 

hours before. 
 

“The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the 
tomb and how his body was laid in it.”  (Luke 23:55) 
 

2)  How did the grave clothes get in the wrong tomb? 
 
3)  If the women went to the wrong tomb, the Roman and Jewish authorities could have 

gone to the right tomb and produced the body. 
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