
Is the Bible Real ly the Word of  God? 
 

CHAPTER 5 
 
Chr istians believe that God has communicated with us through the Bible.  How do 
we judge whether  this is true or  not?  What evidence is there that the Bible is 
trustworthy, reliable and any different than other  sacred religious books?   
 
In the next two chapters, we will look at the following two questions: 
 

1. I f God wrote a book what sor t of qualities would you expect from 
it? 

 
2. Does the Bible display the qualities and character istics we would 

expect if it was from God? 
 
I .  I f God wrote a book we would expect that he would tell us that he wrote it. 

In the Old Testament alone there are over 3,800 claims that the Scriptures are 
ultimately from God. 
 
In fact, the Bible claims that it comes from the very breath of God. 

“ All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.”   (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

 
The Bible claims that God inspired people to wr ite exactly what he wanted 
them to wr ite.   

“ Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came 
about by the prophet’s own interpretation.  For prophecy never had its 
origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.”     (2 Peter 1:20-21) 

 
Jesus described the Scriptures as the very “ word that comes from the mouth of 
God.”   (Matthew 4:4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I I . I f God wrote a book we would expect that it would be a very popular  book. 
A.  No book in the world even begins to approach the Bible in terms of circulation 

and popularity. 
B.  No other book has been translated more than the Bible. 
C.  Complete books of the Bible have been translated into 2,303 languages.i 
D.  The entire Bible has been published in 405 languages. 
E.  The entire New Testament has been published in over 1,034 languages. 
F.  The Bible can now be read by 90% of the world population in their own 

language.   
"We are less than a generation away from the Bible becoming the world©s 
first universally translated book." ii 

G.  The Bible is the best selling book internationally. 
H.  No book has ever had more influence on history, civilization, ethics, art, 

music, literature, architecture, philosophy, politics and even our calendar than 
the Bible. 

I.  There have been more books written about the Bible than any other book. 
 

I I I . I f God wrote a book we would expect it to be timeless. 
Think about history books, maps, scientific literature and encyclopedias.  These 
types of books are reprinted every few years and sometimes are outdated even 
before they come from the press.  “Most men cannot even agree with their own 
writings after 10 years!  Try getting just 10 science textbooks spread over 20 or 
30 years together, and compare them.”  iii In contrast, the content and message of 
the Bible has always remained the same, yet it has never been considered 
outdated.  The Bible speaks to every generation. 
Its universal message has given hope, peace and comfort to people from every 
nation and every generation for more than 2,000 years. 

 
IV.  I f God wrote a book we would expect that it would be understood by everyone.   

There are Christians all over the world.  This proves that every culture can 
understand and accept the basic message of the Bible.  The Bible also appeals to 
every age.  It is both simple and profound.  Young children can understand the 
simple stories of God's love and protection.  The most educated scholars are 
amazed at the Bible's profound depth and complexity. 
 
“ [The Bible] is a pool in which a child may wade and an elephant can swim.  It is 
both simple and profound.  It is immediate and neverfailing.” iv 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



V.  I f God wrote a book it would be per fectly unified and harmonious. 
The Bible is a collection of 66 books. 
It was written by about 40 different people. 
These people were from different cultural, economic, geographical and 
educational backgrounds.  Some of the Biblical writers include:   Kings, political 
and military leaders, shepherds, fishermen, rich people, poor people, a tax 
collector, a doctor.     
It was written over a course of 1,600 years of human history. 

 It was written in three languages -- (Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic). 
 It was written on three continents -- (Europe, Asia, and Africa). 

It contains many different styles and genres of literature.  
The writers worked independently from one another at different periods of 
history.  Many of the writers never met another biblical writer.   
The books for the most part were 66 independent compositions. 
 
Yet, when these books were collected and put into one volume there was perfect 
harmony of unity, focus, message and teaching.  There were no contradictions.    
“ This incredible unity amidst such great diversity can best be accounted for by a 
God who stands outside of time and history and has weaved each of the pieces 
into one overall mosaic of truth and hope.” v 
 

VI . I f God wrote a book we would expect that it would change lives.    
The power of the Bible to change individual lives and society for the better is 
indisputable.  Millions of people have been changed for the better because they 
have read and followed the teachings in the Bible. 
 
Not too long ago there was a highly publicized debate among a Christian preacher 
and an atheistic philosopher.  The atheist was trying to convince the audience that 
the Bible is just another book with no inherent “power”  to change lives.  The 
Christian speaker presented the following scenario to the philosopher.  He asked, 
“What if you were driving and found yourself lost in a part of the city that was 
well known for being extremely dangerous and violent?  As you make a wrong 
turn down a dark ally, all of a sudden, your car sputters and then comes to a stop.  
You try desperately to get the car started again, but it just won’ t start.   You 
quickly notice a gang of men slowly approaching the car.  Would it matter or not 
to you if you knew that these men were coming from a Bible study?”  
 
After the laughter subsided, the philosopher conceded, “Yes, I have to admit that 
it would ease my fears if I knew that the gang of men was coming from a Bible 
study!” vi    
 
 
 
 
 
 



The American Bible Society once conducted an interesting experiment in 
Chicago.  They chose a 5-block area in a district with one of the highest crime 
rates in the city and flooded it with copies of the Gospel of John.  They included 
an invitation for anyone who wanted more reading material to send for a copy of 
the complete New Testament.  They received many requests.  The district police 
captain later reported that the crime rate in the area dropped dramatically in one 
month’s time.  The same experiment produced similar results in another area with 
a high crime rate.vii 

 
“ For the word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and 

marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”    
(Hebrews 4:12) 

 
John Bunyan, the author  of the book Pilgrims Progress once wrote this about 
the Bible: 

 
“ This book will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from this book.” viii 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VI I .  I f God wrote a book we would expect that it would be powerful. 
 
The Bible makes the claim that it will never be destroyed.   
“ Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.”  (Mark 13:31)  
 
 “…All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and 
the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands forever.”  (1 Peter 1:24-25)   

 
These words are proven true when we consider  that many people and governments 

throughout the ages have tr ied to destroy the Bible, yet it survives. 
 
1)  In 100 B. C., Antiochus IV burned all the scriptures he could find and decreed death to all 

owners - Yet, the scriptures survived. 
 
2)  In 301-304, the Roman Emperor, Diocletian burned thousands of copies of the Bible, 

commanded that all Bibles be destroyed and decreed that any home with a Bible in it should 
be burned. In fact, he even built a monument over what he thought was the last surviving 
Bible.  He then claimed, “The Christian name has been extinguished!”  The very next 
emperor, Constantine, made Christianity the state religion of Rome.  500 years after 
Diocletian’s death, his grave (a huge mausoleum) became a Christian church. 

 
3)  The Roman general and nephew of Constantine named Julian proclaimed that his book 

entitled “Refutation of the Christian Religion”  would destroy the Bible forever.  Have you 
ever heard of this book? 

 
4)  Voltaire, the great French Philosopher (1694-1778) said, “ In 100 years, the Bible would be a 

forgotten and unknown book”  …a hundred years later, the Geneva Bible Society occupied his 
home. 

 
5)  Lew Wallace (1827-1905) who served as a writer, a Civil War general, a Governor of the 

territory of New Mexico and U.S. ambassador to Turkey was a known atheist.  For two years, 
he studied at the leading libraries in Europe seeking information for his book that he believed 
would disprove the Bible and “ forever destroy Christianity.”   While writing the second 
chapter of this book, he found himself on his knees crying to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!”  
Because of the indisputable evidence, he could no longer deny that the Bible was the Word of 
God.   Later, he wrote “Ben Hur”  one of the greatest English novels ever written concerning 
the time of Christ. 

 
6)  During the 1950’s, the Soviet Government (who outlawed owning or studying the Bible) built 

a grand building in Kiev, Ukraine to house the Communist headquarters for that region.  In 
1994, I had the privilege of teaching the Bible to the entire freshman class in this very 
building which then housed one of the first Christian universities in the former Soviet Union. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VI I I .  I f God wrote a book we would expect that it would be True. 
If a book is really from God we would expect it to be historically, scientifically, 
archeologically, philosophically and morally accurate. 
 
A. IS THE BIBLE HISTORICALLY ACCURATE? 
About 100 years ago, it became popular to criticize the Bible because some people felt 
that it had historical mistakes in it and some believed that eventually archaeology would 
prove that the Bible is not historically accurate.   However, just the opposite happened.  
Modern archaeology has helped us realize that the Bible is historically accurate even in 
the small details.  There have been thousands of archaeological discoveries in the past 
century which support every book of the Bible.  Here are some examples… 

 
Cr itics used to believe… 

…that Moses could not have written any of the books of the Bible because 
they believed that writing did not exist that early in history… 

but then…  
…in 1902, archaeologists discovered the Code of Hammurabi which was  
written long before Moses was born.ix  

 
Cr itics used to believe… 

… the Bible was wrong because they felt that King David was a myth.  
They pointed to the fact that there was no archeological evidence that 
King David was an actual historical figure… 

but then … 
…in 1994 archaeologists discovered an ancient stone that was inscribed 
with the references to King David and the "House of David."  

 
Cr itics used to believe… 

…that the Bible was wrong because there was no evidence (outside of the 
Bible) that a group of people called the Hittites ever existed.   Thus, they 
felt this proved that the Bible is a mythical creation of ancient Hebrew 
writers… 

but then… 
…in 1906, a German archaeologist named Winckler was excavating in 
Turkey and discovered the capital city of the Hittite empire, the entire 
Hittite library and 10,000 clay tablets documenting the Hittite history.  
Scholars translated these writings and discovered that everything the Bible 
said about the Hittite empire was true. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Critics used to believe… 
…the book of Acts was not historically accurate.  A man named Sir 
William Ramsay, one of the greatest historical/archaeological scholars in 
history, decided to try to disprove the Bible as the inspired Word of God 
by showing that the book of Acts was not historically accurate… 

but then… 
…after 30 years of archaeological research in the Middle East, Ramsay  
came to the conclusion that “Luke is a historian of the first rank; not   
merely are his statements of fact trustworthy … this author should be  
placed along with the very greatest historians.”  He wrote a book on the  
trustworthiness of the Bible based on his discoveries x and converted to  
Christianity based on his research.    
 
Sir Ramsay found no historical or geographical mistakes in the book of 
Acts.  This is amazing when we realize that in the book of Acts, Luke 
mentions 32 countries, 54 cities, 9 Mediterranean islands and 95 people 
and he did not get one wrong.  Compare that with the Encyclopedia 
Britannica.  The first year the Encyclopedia Britannica was published it 
contained so many mistakes regarding places in the United States that it 
had to be recalled.xi 
 

Cr itics used to believe… 
…that the Old Testament could not be reliable because they felt that over 
a long period of time the Old Testament writings would have been 
changed, altered, edited or corrupted… 

but then… 
in 1947, the Dead Sea Scrolls were found.  These scrolls contained, among 
other writings, every book in the Old Testament (except Esther).  Until the 
Dead Sea Scrolls were found the earliest copy of the complete Old 
Testament was from 900A.D.  Scholars compared this copy with the Dead 
Sea Scrolls (produced around 1,000 years earlier) and found that the Old 
Testament had been handed down accurately through the centuries. 
 

The great Jewish archaeologist, Nelson Glueck (who is known to be one of the top 
three archaeologists in history) said this… 
 

" No archaeological discovery has ever contradicted a single, 
properly understood Biblical statement." xii  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



B.  IS THE BIBLE SCIENTIFICALLY ACCURATE? 
The Bible was written centuries ago and it has many verses in it that relate to science.  
One would expect that the lack of modern scientific knowledge of the writers would 
show through on this ancient document.  But instead, there is an amazing treatment of 
science in the Bible that transcends human invention and the knowledge of the period in 
which it was produced.   
 

Consider  what the Bible does not say… 
In 1862, an American adventurer and antiquities dealer named Edwin Smith 
purchased an ancient Egyptian medical book in Luxor.  Ten years later, 
Egyptologist George Ebers purchased and helped translated it.  It is now known as 
the Papyrus Ebers.  It was written in Egypt about 1552 B.C. (around the time 
Moses was born).  “Since Egypt occupied the dominant position in the ancient 
medical world, the Papyrus is of great importance as a record of the medical 
knowledge of that day.” xiii  When it was translated, it was really humorous as to 
what they believed.  For example, this book said the following things… 

 
“To prevent hair from turning gray, anoint it with the blood of a black calf which 
has been boiled in the fat of a rattlesnake.”  

 
“ To prevent balding mix together the fat of a horse, a hippopotamus, a crocodile, 
a cat, a snake and an ibex.  Then mix in the tooth of a donkey crushed in honey.”  
 
“ Victims of poisonous snake bites are to be treated with ‘magic water.’   Water is 
considered ‘magic’  when it has been poured over an idol.”  

 
“ Splinters are to be treated with a mixture of worm’s blood and donkey dung.”  

 
“ To stop bleeding, rub donkey dung on a cut.”  

 
“ To remove wrinkles, split a toad in half and apply to wrinkled area.”  

 
The ancient Egyptians believed that our planet was supported by five great pillars, 
that the earth was flat, that blood contained evil spirits and that there was 
spontaneous generation of life.   

 
Again, scholars have dated Papyrus Ebers back to the time of Moses. 
   
Where did Moses grow up?  Acts 7:22 tells us that …“Moses was educated in 
all the wisdom of the Egyptians…”  

 
Don’ t you think we could expect to see some of this scientific ignorance or 
medicinal errors shining through in the writings of Moses?  Yet, we see no 
scientific mistakes.  Not only is this true, but we also find that some of our 
“modern scientific discoveries”  were recorded in the Bible the whole time.  
Consider the following examples… 



 



C.  CONCLUSION: 
 
 “Several years ago, Time magazine featured the following question on its front 
cover:  ‘How True Is the Bible?’   On the final page of an eight page article, the 
piece concluded:   

 
‘After more than two centuries of facing the heaviest scientific guns that could be 
brought to bear, the Bible has survived – and is perhaps the better for the siege.  
Even on the critics’  own terms – historical fact -- the Scriptures seem more 
acceptable now than they did when the rationalists began the attack.  Noting one 
example among many, New Testament Scholar Bruce Metzger observes that the 
Book of Acts was once accused of historical errors for details that have since 
been proved by archaeologists and historians to be correct.’ ” xiv 

 
IX. I f God wrote a book we would expect it to display supernatural power. 

 
Deuteronomy 18:21-22 says this…  “You may say to yourselves, ‘How can we know 
when a message has not been spoken by the Lord?’   If what a prophet proclaims in the 
name of the Lord does not take place or come true, that is a message the Lord has not 
spoken…”  
 
According to this test, a person was to be considered a false prophet if his prophecies 
were not 100% accurate at all times.  In other words, it would only take one false 
prophecy to reveal a false prophet.  The same is true about a book.  If a book claims that 
it is speaking for God and it predicts that something will happen in the future, but the 
prediction is wrong, then you can know that the book is not from God. 
 
The Bible contains numerous examples of predictive prophecy showing that God is the 
only possible author.  The Bible has more than 1,000 prophecies in it. These prophecies 
are about people, places and events.  668 are historical.  None have ever been proven 
false!  Only the Bible is 100% correct in its prophecies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Here are some examples: 
 

PROPHECY 
The prophet Isaiah writing in ~740-681 B.C. predicted that a leader named Cyrus 
would lead an army against the Babylonians and allow God’s faithful people to 
return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple.  At the time of Isaiah’s prophecy, the 
Assyrians, not the Babylonians, controlled Jerusalem and the temple was standing 
untouched.  This prediction is found in Isaiah 44:24-45.   

  
FULFILLMENT 
Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed in 586 B.C. by the nation of Babylon.  
In 537 B.C., Persia defeated Babylon.  150 years after the prophecy, the Persian 
King Cyrus, a man who was not even born when Isaiah predicted this, 
victoriously led the Medo-Persian armies against the Babylonians and declared 
that the captives were free to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple. 

 
PROPEHCY 
In 586 B.C., the city of Tyre was considered one of the most powerful seaports in 
the world.  At this time, the prophet Ezekiel predicted that Tyre would be 
destroyed by Babylon and other nations.  He also predicted that the city would be 
flattened, reduced to a simple place to fish and that the city would never be 
rebuilt.  These predictions can be found in Ezekiel 26. 

 
FULFILLMENT 
That very year, Babylon destroyed part of the city of Tyre.  Then, in 332 B.C., 
Alexander the Great destroyed the rest of the city and it was never rebuilt.  Today, 
the place is just a flat rock where people fish. 

 
 

In chapter  10, we will discuss the hundreds of prophecies in the 
Old Testament about the Messiah which were fulfilled dur ing the 
life of Jesus Chr ist.  

. 
There are many prophecies in the Bible about the end of the world, Jesus’  return, 
judgment, heaven and hell that have not yet been fulfilled.  Since the Bible has proven 
itself to be correct 100% of the time in the prophecies that have been fulfilled, don’ t you 
think it would be wise to take the prophecies that have not yet been fulfilled very 
seriously? 

 

The offer  of the gift of forgiveness of sins, an abundant life, 
and eternal life through Jesus Chr ist is the core message of the 
Bible and it sets the Bible apar t from all other  books in all of 
history! 
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