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Webster defines an ‘enemy’ as 1: one that is antagonistic to another; especially one 

seeking to injure, overthrow, or confound an opponent  2: something harmful or deadly 
(‘alcohol was his greatest enemy’) 3 a: a military adversary or a hostile unit or force.  
Sometimes we recognize our enemies and sometimes we may not recognize them.  

In Scripture, the word “enemy” is used in a couple of ways.  Jesus said, Love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven. (Matthew 5:44).  In this way he was speaking of those who opposed his followers 
or tried to damage their reputation in some way.  In 1 Peter 5:8, God warns, Be self-
controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour.  Here we see Satan named as the “universal enemy” of Christ and 
Christians everywhere.  There is no command to pray for this enemy—the warning is clear 
to be alert, and be ready to take action. 

Today we often misunderstand WHO our enemy really is.  Some think our enemy is 
anyone with whom we disagree.  Others think that our enemy is anyone who is different in 
some way from us (uncomfortable to be around).  Others think that the enemy is some 
religious group other than Christianity.  While some religious groups and cults can be 
dangerous, we should never be confused about WHO the enemy of Christ was and is both 
today and always—SATAN.   

Christians are in battle.  One of the most successful (spiritual) military strategists, the 
Apostle Paul, clarifies who the opponent is in Ephesians 6:12, For our struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces 
of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.  So what 
is the implication here?  We need to remember who our leader is—Christ;  and we need to 
remember who our battle is against—Satan.   

Near the end of World War II, the Germans were becoming so frantic to turn the tide 
of the Allied victories in Europe that they began to try anything to win a battle, including 
dressing up German soldiers in American uniforms and sending them to the front lines so 
that they could gain trust and then attack Allied forces.  Once it was discovered, no one was 
accepted unless they knew a code word as being a genuine member of the Allied forces.  
Jesus said, Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 
are ravenous wolves.  You will know them by their fruits.  Grapes are not gathered from 
thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they?  Even so, every good tree bears good fruit;  
but the rotten tree bears bad fruit. (Matthew 7:15-17).  Sometimes the enemy infiltrates 
God’s people with traitors.  We can only recognize them by their “fruit”—actions and words.  
If people walk by the Spirit, they bear spiritual “fruit” in their lives: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control (see Galatians 5:22-23).  
Their lives reflect the love and priority of Christ in everything they do and say.  You can’t 
hide your faith and you can’t hide your lack of faith.   

When we confuse our enemy for other people or organizations, we tend to take our 
eyes off of the one who is behind the damage—the “Father of lies”.  This leaves an opening 
for him to move in and do damage to us in the spiritual battle.  Keep your spiritual armor on 
(Ephesians 6:13-17) and keep your eyes on Christ and know your enemy!   
             
     -Michael W. Lum, Minister 

            
  

 
By Michael Lum 
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 It has been estimated by a council of United 
Theocracy that five million sermons will be preached 
in the U.S. this year.  The pulpit has an unparalleled 
opportunity to reach our minds.  It is difficult to 
assimilate the Council’s contention that the world 
would be better off if many of the sermons were 
never preached.  It is not their intention to discredit 
preaching.  It is to emphasize the danger of false 
teaching and the seriousness of having the right 
approach to this immense, weighty task. Strong 
preachers draw their weapons from the heavenly 
armory.  When sermons are saturated with the word 
of God, the manna they bring is pure and freshly 
gathered.  Apt citations clinch the preacher’s 
discourse, and give sanction, dignity, positiveness, 
and authority, and are like shedding light through a 
window.   
 Fine counsel is often confusing, but with 
examples is clarified.  The sermons delivered may be 
very wise and true, but sometimes observation will 
not lead to misunderstanding.  A preacher must not 
only be an advocate for God but a guide.  Sound 
familiar?  Some years ago Krushchev made the 
statement that religion was an opiate to the mind.  
Knowledge, testimony, preaching, and example have 
all proved that false. 
 Observe what Paul did in Athens.  He would 
not stand still in a city full of idols.  He might have 
reasoned that he stood alone, a Jew by birth, a 
stranger in a strange land where he had to oppose the 
rooted prejudices of learned men.  The possibility 
that the doctrines of the Gospel were little likely to 
affect minds steeped in Greek philosophy.  None of 
those thoughts seemed to have crossed his mind.  He 
saw souls perishing; life was short and passing away.  
He had confidence in his Master’s message to meet 
every man, for he had received mercy himself.  He 
acted at once, and what his hands found to do, he did 
with all of his might. 
 Convert the Lost (Acts 3:19) During the 
height of the Roman Empire, there were two great 
orators.  It has been recorded that when Cicero spoke, 
the people said “What magnificent oration.”  But 
when Demosthenes spoke, the people said, “Let’s go 
fight.”  There is an element of persuasion in 
preaching.  Preaching pounds on closed hearts until 
they open to change.  It is not hypocrisy, infatuation, 
illogic, propaganda, or theatrics; it is the direct 
heartfelt message of His truth.   

Peter was more like Demosthenes than Cicero.  On 
Pentecost “with many other words did he testify and 
exhort, saying, “Save yourselves from this untoward 
generation.” (Acts 2:40)  Conversion is the great 
purpose of preaching.  We do not need to be simply 
amused.  Cicero, sit down and listen; Demosthenes, 
take the pulpit. 
 Comfort the Faithful Preaching should 
afflict the comfortable, but it should also comfort the 
afflicted.  It is possible that Christians need morale 
boosters.  The Bible calls this “exhortation”. (2 Tim 
4:2).  Paul wrote, “And let us consider one another to 
provoke unto love and to good works.” (Heb. 10:24)  
Statistically, too many faithful Christians lack 
confidence in the hope of their salvation.  Preaching 
God’s message does comfort.  Sound familiar? 
 Convict the Erring (2 Tim. 4:2) Consider 
the serious nature of standing before God in 
judgment.  Those who were once enlightened and 
have left the Lord need to be brought back before 
they leave this world unprepared.  A strong sermon 
has brought many a prodigal son home. (Luke 15:20).  
There should be no antipathy between preacher and 
congregant. 
 Contend with Error Error will not go away 
on its own.  It started in Eden and will remain as long 
as the world stands.  We are in constant mortal 
combat with evil. To combat evil, it is a necessity to 
teach the truth, and in teaching truth, error is 
exposed.  Preachers are known as much by what they 
condemn as what they condone (Matt. 12:30) Then 
there is the element of delivery. Charles Spurgeon, a 
noteworthy teacher of the Bible, was teaching 
preaching students about the importance of making 
facial expressions harmonize with sermons.  “When 
you speak of heaven let your face light up, let it be 
irradiated with a heavenly gleam, let your eyes shine 
with reflected glory.  But when you speak of hell, 
well then your ordinary face will do!”  The preacher 
who deals with the great truths of holy character must 
impersonate those truths.  There is power inherent in 
truth, but it is like electricity, needing a conductor to 
develop it.  The preacher who best commends the 
truth of the gospel is he who has translated the truth 
to his own life.  
 How fortunate we are to have been blessed 
with Michael Lum, Russ Whitten, Todd Dildine, 
Derek Walker, Milt & Tim Brown, Chuck Grenier, 
and Chappy Wells, who show us how to grow, 
edifying the characteristics of a true preacher and of 
elders.  We have our very own Demosthenes. 
 
    ~Mary Stilson 
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Beginning Wednesday, March 10 
 

Son of Thunder/Apostle of Love - I, II and III John - Taught by Chuck Grenier - Auditorium 

In this class we will be looking to not only get more familiar with the content of First, Second and 
Third John, but also come to know the apostle John in a more intimate way, maybe even as a friend. 
John is probably elderly and has out lived all the other apostles by the time these letters are written. 
Here is a man who was called a Son of Thunder, and yet addresses his readers as "dear children"....he 
sought for he and his brother to sit at the right and left hand in the Kingdom, and yet in later years 
writes eloquently of love for your Christian brothers....he wanted to call down fire from heaven on 
those who didn't welcome Jesus, and yet was known as the apostle whom Jesus loved. Wow, let's all 
get to know this complex apostle who was in the inner circle of Jesus' three closest friends, and come 
to know our Lord on a much more personal level as we study and discuss together topics including 
who Jesus is....who the Antichrist is....how to test spirits....and how to walk in the light. 

 

The Song of Solomon: A Study of Love, Sex, Marriage and Romance – Taught by Michael Lum - 

Room 10 

The Bible is well-known for its wisdom on spiritual concerns and righteous living.  But did you know 
it can also guide you in matters of dating, courtship, and marriage?  "Based on what God knows about 
us," says Tommy Nelson, "He has provided an instruction manual in the Song of Solomon with eight 
very enlightening, explicit, and highly practical chapters on the topics of love, sex, and intimacy."  
Wise and engaging, this video-based study digs deep into the Song of Solomon and teaches us about 
the deep emotional, sexual, and spiritual satisfaction that God created to be enjoyed in marriage. 
 
 

Beginning Sunday, March 21 
 

Hebrews: Keeping the Faith – Taught by Steve Martin – Room t.b.a. 

Who is Christ? What has he done? Why should we bother following him?  To Christians these sound 
like simple enough questions, but the book of Hebrews uses some of the most complex and in-depth 
arguments found in the New Testament to answer them. We'll be addressing those questions, as well as 
looking at this book's heavy focus on keeping the faith in an atmosphere of uncertainty. 
 

The Hole in our Gospel – Taught by Russ Whitten – Room t.b.a. 

What does God expect of us? Did you know that there are some 2,000 verses in the Bible that deal with 
poverty? Could it be that we have neglected, overlooked or simply ignored these verses and settled for 
a tamer, safer version of Christian faith? Were we meant to live for more than what we are presently 
experiencing as Christians? What if we played a part in confronting global poverty and world hunger? 
This Bible study is based on the book, “The Hole in our Gospel” which was written by Richard Sterns, 
the President of World Vision. Those who attend this class will find out the facts about world poverty 
and global injustice, discover and contemplate the present disparity between the rich and the poor of 
the world, learn what the Bible says about these issues and will be encouraged to take the online Six 
Week Challenge to learn about real and practical ways to make a real difference in making this a better 
world. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to provide a brief overview of the Benevolence Ministry 
and provide a few quick updates on where we stand looking forward to 2010. Benevolence, at 
the heart, means acts of kindness. Our goal as a ministry is to apply this principle to members 
of the body (and beyond in many cases) who are struggling with basic needs due to legitimate 
economic hardship or financial stress. As you can imagine, 2009 was a tough time for many in 
the body due to the state of the economy. Many families were also affected by unforeseen 
health situations. I would like to applaud you as a congregation on how well you rallied to the 
cause through your generous contributions and prayers. Looking forward, 2010 appears to be 
equally challenging, and we are already aware of many who are struggling with basic needs 
both within and outside the congregation. In light of this, I encourage your continued support 
through these difficult times and ask for your continued prayers as well. Also, I would like to 
communicate that I am always looking for help in this ministry.  If you would like to be more 
directly involved, you can contact me at (970) 310-0672 or at shawn_worrell@msn.com .  

1 John 3:16-18  

 
16
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 

down our lives for our brothers. 
17
If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in 

need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 
18
Dear children, let us not 

love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Shawn Worrell, Deacon of Benevolence 
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Meet at the Egg and I on Harmony and Lemay for the monthly breakfast on 
Friday, March 5. 
 

 
The Windsor / Loveland Churches of Christ invite the ladies of Meadowlark to 
its Ladies Day on March 6 at the church of Christ in Windsor (102 Elm St, 
Windsor).  The theme is “The Potter and the Clay”.  Let Maxine Tamlin know 
if you are attending; car pooling is planned. 
 

 
*On Wednesday evening, March 3, Meadowlark will welcome Paul 

Renganathan (our missionary from India).  Paul will give a report in a 
combined adult class that evening. 
 
*Meadowlark will welcome Ben Mereness from Eastern European Missions 
on Sunday morning, March 14.  Ben will deliver the sermon during worship 
services. 
 

 
The OC Chorale Group is performing at Meadowlark on Tuesday, March 16, 
at 7:00 p.m.  Housing is needed for them.  If you can host a pair of boys or 
girls or help with the meal, please sign up on the bulletin board in the foyer. 
 

 
See Allison Yelton if you would like to be a part of the new young adult group 
at Meadowlark. 
 

 
Meadowlark will host Marriage Matters June 20-23, 2010.  For more info: 
http://www.marriagematters.ws/schedule.html 
 

 
The 1st Annual Couples Getaway Weekend will be April 16 – 18, 2010 at the 
beautiful YMCA of the Rockies.  Come enjoy fun and fellowship with Willie 
Sanchez as the featured speaker.  The cost is $95 per couple. This includes 
food and lodging.  Limited space is available.  Contact Isaac and Kory Starkel 
or Milt and Marci Brown for more details. 
 

 
Contact Maxine Tamlin if you would like to be a part of the quilting group that 
meets at Meadowlark on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month at 9:30. 
 

 

 

 



 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
 
Song Leading:   Lord’s Supper Devotional Elder:  Chuck Grenier 
3/07  Steve Martin 3/07  Bryan Landwehr         
3/14  J. David Watson 3/14  Bob Bland 
3/21  Seth Meyer  3/21  Lawrence Luna  Communion Prep:  The Galvans 
3/28  Guest  3/28  Todd Dildine 
 
 

Baby Nursery Schedule:   Sound Booth Attendants:   Greeters: 
3/07 Watson, Galvan, Whitten 3/07 Chuck Van Kull   3/07    The Bruces 
3/14 Bolin, Albritton, Grenier   Lawrence Little Thunder     (Alt)   J. Dillon & V. King  
3/21 Jones Family  3/14 Chuck Van Kull   3/14    The Bruces 
3/28 E Williams family     Lawrence Little Thunder        (Alt)   J. Dillon & V. King 
    3/21 O’Neil Wiggan   3/21    J. Dillon & V. King 
        Mike Van Skiver            (Alt)   B. & C. Williams 
    3/28 Charlene Whitten   3/28    J. Dillon & V. King 
             Duane Fisher          (Alt)   B. & C. Williams  
                 

 

     

                                                                   

Report from the Mission Committee 
  
Because of God's continual blessings on the Meadowlark congregation and the congregation's 
generous giving this past year, the Mission Committee was able to send $4,100 to five 
different mission areas of the world at the end of the year. $1,000 was sent to Paul 
Renganathan in India, to the Rocha family who is beginning their new work in Mexico City 
for their moving expenses, and to Ivan Skoleba in Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine. We also sent 
$600 to the Predisan clinic in Honduras and $500 to David Howard in Granby, Colorado. 
Meadowlark has begun supporting David and his wife in their work the beginning of this 
year.  
  
We have received grateful thanks for these gifts and wanted the congregation to be aware 
these gifts were given. The Mission Committee also wants to thank the congregation for their 
support and encouragement of us and the missionaries we continue to support. 
  
For the Mission Committee, 
Debbie Brunk 
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Meadowlark Church of Christ 
2810 Meadowlark Ave.     
Ft. Collins, CO  80526 
Phone: (970) 223-7788    
Website:   
 www.meadowlarkchurch.org      
E-Mail:   
charlene@meadowlarkchurch.org  
Sunday Bible class      9:00am         
Sunday Worship        10:00am 
Life Groups                  5:30pm                 
Wednesday Bible  
Study          7:00pm  
 
Shepherds: 
Milt Brown           221-3256 
Tim Brown           223-1949 
*Chuck Grenier     667-0701 
Chappy Wells        493-9746 
* Elder  chairman  
 
Ministers: 
Preaching Minister: 
Michael Lum          672-8607 
Teen Minister: 

Derek Walker         266-9119 
Campus Minister: 
Russ Whitten          223-3755 
Campus Apprentice:  
Todd Dildine   559-824-5939 
Administrative Assistant: 

Charlene Whitten   223-7788 

 

Family Record Family Record Family Record Family Record    2/7         2/14 2/21         2/28         

Worship AttendanceWorship AttendanceWorship AttendanceWorship Attendance---- 249         244   214         

CCCContributionontributionontributionontribution  $5,645         $5,966 $3,380     $6,067  

BudgetBudgetBudgetBudget    $6,641 

Meadowlark Deacons and Ministry Leaders: 
Dale Alexander  Communication / Fellowship / Finance  223-2663 
Gary Bolin  Missions     223-7355 
Marci Brown  Children’s Ministry    221-3256 
Debbie Brunk  Finance     225-0962 
The Fikes   Prime Timers     229-0676 
Bud Frei   College     498-0204 
Brent Lanier  Facilities     307-634-7127 
Marvin Martin  Facilities     484-8385 
Steve Martin  Worship     481-9682 
Seth Meyer  Facilities     226-8611 
Chet Nance  Worship     493-4832 
Kristy Nance  Nursery     493-4832 
Maxine Tamlin  Clothing Bank / a.m. Ladies class  482-5819 
The Shumates  Fellowship    663-5780 
The Van Skivers  Bible Hour    223-3194 
Mike Von Gunten  Missions / Campus student center  223-9795 
Shelli Walker  Camp     266-9119 
J. David Watson  Worship / Song leading   218-7985 
Dave Watson  Technology    206-4433 
Marilyn Watson  Facilities Coordinator   420-1276 
Martha Wells  Vacation Bible School   493-9746 
David Wheat  Adult Education    223-4608 
Charlene Whitten  Communion prep coordinator   223-3755 
Bill Williams  Greeters ministry    631-8989 
Eric Williams  Teens     223-6264 
John Wilson  Life Groups    689-3948 
Shawn Worrell  Benevolence    207-9425 
Allison Yelton  Young Adult Ministry   215-9634 

  

     


