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Knowing My Enemy

Webster defines an ‘enemy’ as 1: one that is antagonistic to another; especially one
seeking to injure, overthrow, or confound an opponent 2:something harmful or deadly
(‘alcohol was his greatest enemy’) 3 a: a military adversary or a hostile unit or force.
Sometimes we recognize our enemies and sometimes we may not recognize them.

In Scripture, the word “enemy” is used in a couple of ways. Jesus said, Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in
heaven. (Matthew 5:44). In this way he was speaking of those who opposed his followers
or tried to damage their reputation in some way. In 1 Peter 5:8, God warns, Be self-
controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for
someone to devour. Here we see Satan named as the “universal enemy” of Christ and
Christians everywhere. There is no command to pray for this enemy—the warning is clear
to be alert, and be ready to take action.

Today we often misunderstand WHO our enemy really is. Some think our enemy is
anyone with whom we disagree. Others think that our enemy is anyone who is different in
some way from us (uncomfortable to be around). Others think that the enemy is some
religious group other than Christianity. While some religious groups and cults can be
dangerous, we should never be confused about WHO the enemy of Christ was and is both
today and always—SATAN.

Christians are in battle. One of the most successful (spiritual) military strategists, the
Apostle Paul, clarifies who the opponent is in Ephesians 6:12, For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces
of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. So what
is the implication here? We need to remember who our leader is—Christ; and we need to
remember who our battle is against—Satan.

Near the end of World War I, the Germans were becoming so frantic to turn the tide
of the Allied victories in Europe that they began to try anything to win a battle, including
dressing up German soldiers in American uniforms and sending them to the front lines so
that they could gain trust and then attack Allied forces. Once it was discovered, no one was
accepted unless they knew a code word as being a genuine member of the Allied forces.
Jesus said, Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly
are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from
thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit;
but the rotten tree bears bad fruit. (Matthew 7:15-17). Sometimes the enemy infiltrates
God’s people with traitors. We can only recognize them by their “fruit"—actions and words.
If people walk by the Spirit, they bear spiritual “fruit” in their lives: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control (see Galatians 5:22-23).
Their lives reflect the love and priority of Christ in everything they do and say. You can'’t
hide your faith and you can’t hide your lack of faith.

When we confuse our enemy for other people or organizations, we tend to take our
eyes off of the one who is behind the damage—the “Father of lies”. This leaves an opening
for him to move in and do damage to us in the spiritual battle. Keep your spiritual armor on
(Ephesians 6:13-17) and keep your eyes on Christ and know your enemy!

-Michael W. Lum, Minister
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Spring Quarter Classes &

Beginning Wednesday, March 10

Son of Thunder/Apostle of Love - I, II and III John - Taught by Chuck Grenier - Auditorium
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The Song of Solomon: A Study of Love, Sex, Marriage and Romance — Taught by Michael Lum -
Room 10
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Beginning Sunday, March 21

Hebrews: Keeping the Faith — Taught by Steve Martin — Room t.b.a.
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The Hole in our Gospel — Taught by Russ Whitten — Room t.b.a.
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Update on the Benevolence Mimistry
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| would like to take this opportunity to provide a brief overview of the Benevolence Ministry
and provide a few quick updates on where we stand looking forward to 2010. Benevolence, at
the heart, means acts of kindness. Our goal as a ministry is to apply this principle to members
of the body (and beyond in many cases) who are struggling with basic needs due to legitimate
economic hardship or financial stress. As you can imagine, 2009 was a tough time for many in
the body due to the state of the economy. Many families were also affected by unforeseen
health situations. | would like to applaud you as a congregation on how well you rallied to the
cause through your generous contributions and prayers. Looking forward, 2010 appears to be
equally challenging, and we are already aware of many who are struggling with basic needs
both within and outside the congregation. In light of this, | encourage your continued support
through these difficult times and ask for your continued prayers as well. Also, | would like to
communicate that | am always looking for help in this ministry. If you would like to be more
directly involved, you can contact me at (970) 310-0672 or at shawn_worrell@msn.com .

1 John 3:16-18

"®This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay
down our lives for our brothers. "If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in
need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? ®Dear children, let us not
love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.
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Upcoming Visitors to Meadowlark
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March Service Schedule

Song Leading: Lord’s Supper Devotional Elder: Chuck Grenier
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Meadowlark Church of Christ
2810 Meadowlark Ave.
Ft. Collins, CO 80526

Meadowlark Church of Christ

C # '9 ) C é .8 Lo 2810 M(_eadowlark Ave.
7 ) L+ %% Ft. Collins, CO 80526
) 3 Loy Phone: (970) 223-7788
( ) 8 %LGB" Website:
" 8) $ " BLG"+" www.meadowlarkchurch.org
8 B/LG G E-Mail:
8 GHL" L+ + charlene@meadowlarkchurch.org
8 /U /% Sunday Bible class  9:00am
6 / B*/ Sunday Worship 10:00am
8 A Life Groups 5:30pm
2 6 BL/ Wednesday Bible
? ? BL/ Study 7:00pm
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M) < LB Milt Brown 221-3256
U )7 | . Tim Brown 223-1949
C 6 6 i JL4B/% *Chuck Grenier ~ 667-0701

6 o 6L Chappy Wells 493-9746
6 8 Gl +" * Elder chairman
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6 # & L "6/ Ministers:
6 L +9%% Preaching Minister:
6 7 L/B/B Michael Lum 672-8607
6 ' L* " Teen Minister:
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- 6 G+B % Campus Minister:
0 o # %B* Russ Whitten 223-3755
Campus Apprentice:
Todd Dildine 559-824-5939
Family Record -+ - - -/ Administrative Assistant:
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