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Bring your best pot of chili!Bring your best pot of chili!Bring your best pot of chili!Bring your best pot of chili!    

Desserts Desserts Desserts Desserts 

GamesGamesGamesGames    

Fun booths for the kidsFun booths for the kidsFun booths for the kidsFun booths for the kids    

Cake WalkCake WalkCake WalkCake Walk    

Dress in costumeDress in costumeDress in costumeDress in costume    

(if you would like)(if you would like)(if you would like)(if you would like)    

 

 

 

Great fellowship withGreat fellowship withGreat fellowship withGreat fellowship with    

 your Christian family your Christian family your Christian family your Christian family    
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 LESSONS FOR LIVING WELLLESSONS FOR LIVING WELLLESSONS FOR LIVING WELLLESSONS FOR LIVING WELL    

To celebrate growing older, I once wrote the 44 lessons life taught me. It is the most-requested column I've 
ever written. My odometer rolled over to 90 in August, so here it is once more: 

 
1. Life isn't fair, but it's still good. 
2. When in doubt, just take the next small step. 
3. Life is too short to waste time hating anyone. 
4. Your job won't take care of you when you are sick--your friends and parents will, stay in touch. 
5. Pay off your credit cards every month. 
6. You don't have to win every argument. Agree to disagree. 
7. Cry with someone. It's more healing than crying alone. 
8. God will always love you.  
9. Save for retirement starting with your first paycheck. 
10. When it comes to chocolate, resistance is futile. 
11. Make peace with your past so it won't screw up the present. 
12. It's OK to let your children see you cry. 
13. Don't compare your life to others. You have no idea what their journey is all about. 
14. If a relationship has to be a secret, you shouldn't be in it. 
15. Everything can change in the blink of an eye. But don't worry; God never blinks. 
16. Take a deep breath. It calms the mind. 
17. Get rid of anything that isn't useful, beautiful or joyful. 
18. Whatever doesn't kill you really does make you stronger. 
19. It's never too late to have a happy childhood. But the second one is up to you and no one else. 
20. When it comes to going after what you love in life, don't take no for an answer. 
21. Burn the candles, use the nice tablecloth, wear that fancy dress. Don't save it . . . today is special. 
22. Over prepare, then go with the flow. 
23. Be eccentric now. Don't wait for old age to wear purple. 
24. No one is in charge of your happiness but you. 
25. Frame every so-called disaster with these words ''In five years, will this matter?" 
26. Always choose life. 
27. Forgive everyone everything. 
28. What other people think of you is none of your business. 
29. Time heals almost everything. Give time, time. 
30. However good or bad a situation is, it will change. 
31. Don't take yourself so seriously . . . no one else does. 
32. Believe in miracles. 
33. God loves you because of who God is, not because of anything you did or didn't do. 
34. Don't audit life. Show up and make the most of it now. 
35. Growing old beats the alternative -- dying young. 
36. Your children get only one childhood . . . enjoy it WITH them. 
37. All that truly matters in the end is that you loved. 
38. Get outside every day—or you may not see God. 
39. If we all threw our problems in a pile and saw everyone else's, we'd grab ours back. 
40. Envy is a waste of time. You already have all you need. 
41. The best is yet to come. 
42. No matter how you feel, get up, dress up and show up. 
43. Slow down and pray. 
44. Life isn't tied with a bow, but it's still a gift. 

 --Written by: Regina Brett, 90 years old (The Plain Dealer, Cleveland, Ohio) 
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Special Class Planned for the Winter Quarter 
 

Beginning in December, a special class will be offered on Wednesday 
evenings for adults.  The subject of this class will be the study of the 
church of Christ’s desire to restore first century faith and practices as 
described in the New Testament.  Each student (or couple) will be 
required to purchase a text book: Radical Restoration, written by F. 
LaGard Smith.  Students will be expected to read and study the one-
chapter lesson for each week.  Some of the topics that will be covered 
are: 

1. Who are we religiously? 
2. What do we mean when we talk about Restoration? 
3. How did the early church operate? 
4. What are elders and what did they do in the early church? 
5. What about preachers and youth ministers? 
6. How did the early church observe the Lord’s Supper? 
 

The size of this class will be restricted and enrollment will be 
necessary; see Randy Robinette or Dale Alexander for details. 

 

 
 
Prime Timers 
Meet at the Egg & I on Harmony and Lemay on Friday, October 2 at 8:00 
a.m. for our monthly prime timer’s breakfast. 
 
Fall Festival 
The annual fall festival will be held at Meadowlark on Wednesday evening, 
October 28.  Join us in costume for fun and games for all ages.  This 
fellowship time will take place in lieu of our Wednesday night class 
schedule. 
 
John Clayton Seminar 
Former atheist and recognized authority on Christian apologetics, John 
Clayton will be presenting a seminar on the CSU campus and at 
Meadowlark beginning on Wednesday, November 4th and ending with a 
sermon on Sunday, November 8th.  Save the dates! 
 
Day of Thanksgiving 
Meadowlark will host its annual “Day of Thanksgiving” and potluck on 
Sunday, November 15.  More details coming soon. 
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A few years ago a good deal of the world was 
focused on Rome, with the death of the Pope, the 
conclave and the election of a new Pope for the 
Catholic Church.  In 1517, the world as it was 
then, focused their attention on Rome in a different 
light.  That date marks the beginning of the 
Reformation Era.  In October of that year, Martin 
Luther nailed his Ninety-five Thesis to the door of 
the Castle Church in Germany, and it was the 
harbinger of upheaval and reformation. 
 
Centuries before his thesis, there were dramatic 
developments that were opposed by the might of 
Roman Catholicism – the translations of the Bible 
into the native languages of the common man, the 
exposition of the Scriptures by “lay preachers” that 
bypassed the traditions and dogma of the 
priesthood, and the appeal to Bible authority over 
church authority.  Men began to read the Bible in 
their own language and interpret it for themselves.  
The corruption and worldliness of established 
Roman Catholic Church stood in marked contrast 
to the purity of the New Testament.  Good men, 
spiritual men, Bible reading men were sickened 
and disgusted by the apostasy of Rome.   
 
16th century conditions in Europe were changing.  
Until then the papacy had been able to put down 
every serious threat to its complete domination and 
monopoly.  Sometimes the Roman church silenced 
critics by superior scholarship.  They controlled 
every university, maintained the only libraries, and 
dominated every council that determined policy 
and procedure.  Civil authorities enforced Roman 
church law as the law of the land.  Temporal 
authority and church authority were one and the 
same.  Heretics were persecuted, banished and 
executed as documented in the Spanish Inquisition. 
 
With the dawn of the Renaissance and the stirring 
of Reformation, the power structure of the precious 
centuries cracked, crumbled and collapsed.  The 
nameless, faceless serf asserted his claim for 
dignity, individuality and independence. Petty 
religious squabbles took a backseat to new, secular 
concerns.  Rulers put the interests of their subjects, 
empires and ambitions ahead of the dictates that 
issued from Rome.   

Brilliant thinkers no longer limited themselves to 
medieval theology and church law, but gave their 
full attention to science, exploration and discovery 
of “new” truth. 
 
We gratefully acknowledge the providence and 
purpose of God in preparing the way for religious 
reform, but we have to be just as vigilant as we 
protect our Christian values from political purposes 
of the Anti Christian Legislative Union or as they 
refer to themselves as American Civil Liberties 
Union, who wish to invoke their decrees of apostasy.  
For the last 50 years, ACLU lawyers and left wing 
judges have been outlawing God in our Culture.  
Radical secularist judges have slowly and steadily 
outlawed references to God, religious symbols and 
public prayer.  Public prayer at high school 
graduations is no longer allowed.  The Ten 
Commandments can’t be displayed in public 
schools, and prayer for a meal at a public function is 
against the law with a possible fine and jail sentence. 
Our constitution guarantees our right to worship God 
at home, at work and at school.  It’s exactly what our 
founding fathers intended.  Benjamin Franklin 
proposed that the Constitutional Convention on 1787 
begin each day with a prayer.  George Washington 
hoped that all nations would acknowledge the 
providence of Almighty God and obey His will.  
Thomas Jefferson warned the United States to never 
forget that their liberties are the gift of God. 
 
“He whose walk is blameless, and who does what is 

righteous, who speaks the truth from his heart and 

has no slander on his tongue, who does his neighbor 

no wrong and casts no slur on his fellowman, who 

despises a vile man but honors those who fear the 

Lord, who keeps his oath even when it hurts, who 

lends his money without usury and does not accept a 

bribe against the innocent.  He who does these 

things will never be shaken.”  Psalms 15:2-5.  The 
believer sees the work of God leading us to the age 
of Reformation.  May we have a renewed age of 
Reformation to prevent radical secularists to erase 
God from our history and life.  May we be devout 
Christian soldiers as we battle to maintain our 
Christian faith. 
~ Mary Stilson 
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  Youth Ministry Fall Update . . . 
 

It is an exciting time in the Meadowlark Youth Ministry!  The summer ended 
strong and the fall is off to a great start.   
The fall has brought with it a simplified schedule.  The teens have been busy 
with bible classes, game nights, football games, planning the area wide worship, 
and some service projects for the Meadowlark community.  Fall classes are going 
great!  Galen Brunk is teaching “Abraham’s Promise” on Sunday morning.  It is a 
great class and we are looking forward to learning even more about God’s 
covenants and Jewish festivals as we go along.  On Wednesday nights Chuck 
Grenier and Jason Albiston are teaching on the book of James.  James is such a 
practical book with wonderful life lessons for all of us.  We are so blessed at 
Meadowlark to have so many men who are so capable and willing to teach our 
teens.  Thank you to all who have taught!  We appreciate your constant support 
of the youth ministry. 
There are many exciting things on the horizon.  The highlight of the fall will be 
our retreat at Covenant Heights in November.  Please be in prayer that God will 
use the retreat as a time for teens to grow in their faith, relationships with 
each other, and fall more in love with Christ.  We are very blessed to have a 
wonderful group of teens at Meadowlark.   
 

  October Events:  
 

− October 9 - Broomball at Epic 
− October 17 - 5th Quarter gathering following Rocky Mountain v. Poudre High School      

football game 
− October 18 - TOTAL meets at Café Mexicali after morning worship 
− October 25 - Family Corn Maze Trip 
− October 28 - Fall Festival @ Meadowlark 
− October 30 - 5th Quarter gathering following Rocky Mountain v. Fort Collins High 

School football game 
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In mid-September, our college age ministry launched an evangelistic effort on the Colorado State University 
campus that will culminate with John Clayton's visit on Wednesday, November 4th through Sunday, November 
8th.  This outreach plan has four phases:   1) Soliciting questions from college students on the CSU campus.  2)  
Russ will address the most frequently asked questions during a special Wednesday night class on the CSU 
campus.  3)  John Clayton will visit and address scientific and other frequently asked questions on the CSU 
campus.  4)  John Clayton will present an apologetics seminar at Meadowlark. 
 
Phase 1) Soliciting questions on the CSU campus 
On the following dates, September 18, 25, 28, 29 and October 1st, Todd, Russ and several of our college age, sat 
on campus at a table with a sign that read "What Is Your Biggest Question About the Christian Faith?"   When 
students approached our table we did the following things: 

• Wrote down their biggest question about the Christian Faith. 
• Mentioned that Rams for Christ will be addressing the top questions asked by CSU students in a short 

lesson series beginning on October 7th. 
• Gave them a flyer with information and locations of these lessons. 
• This flyer included brief information about Rams for Christ, Meadowlark and asked "Would you like a 

Bible Study?" 
• Told students that we would be glad to respond to their questions via e-mail, if they would like to provide 

their e-mail address with their question. 

Phase 2)  Russ addresses questions on campus 
On October 7, 14, and 21, from 7:00 - 9:30 p.m., Russ will address the most frequently asked questions on the 
CSU campus at Lory Student Center.  
 
Phase 3)  John Clayton visits CSU  
On Wednesday, November 4th from 7:00 – 9:30 p.m., John Clayton will present a lecture entitled Cosmology’s 
Proof of God at the Greyrock Room at CSU's Lory Student Center.  This lecture will be followed by an open 
ended questions and answer forum. 
 
On Thursday, November 5th, from 7:00 – 9:30 p.m., John Clayton will present a lecture entitled Is there only 
one way to God? at the Long's Peak Dining Area at CSU’s Lory Student Center.  This lecture will be followed by 
an open ended question and answer forum. 
 
Phase 4)  John Clayton will present an apologetics seminar at Meadowlark 
 
  Friday, November 6th

 

  7:00pm – 8:00 pm : “Jurassic Park & Genesis” 
  8:00pm – ? : Questions & Answers with John 
  Saturday, November 7th 
  3:00pm – 4:00pm : “The Source - Design or Chance?” 
  6:30pm – 7:30 pm : “The New Atheism & the New Science” 
  7:30pm – ? : Questions & Answers with John 
  Sunday, November 8th  
  9:00am – 9:45am : “Why Did God Create Man & Why Do We Suffer?” 
  10:00am – 11:30am : Worship & Sermon: “Why I Left Atheism”  
 

- Russ Whitten 
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Song Leading:  Lord’s Supper Devotional: Elder: 
10/04 Seth Meyer  10/04 Derek Walker   Tim Brown 
10/11   Gary Bolin  10/11 Todd Dildine 
10/18   Steve Martin   10/18 Russ Whitten   Communion Prep: 
10/25 J. David Watson 10/25 Bill Williams   Kae Kerr 
     
          Nursery Schedule:               Sound Booth Attendants:  
 10/04 Charlene Whitten   10/04  Chuck Van Kull 
  Martha Wells     Duane Fisher 
 10/11 Jennifer Goldman   10/11 O’Neil Wiggan 
  Joe Goldman     Duane Fisher 
 10/18 Sue Jones    10/18 O’Neil Wiggan 
  Dan Jones     Dave Watson 
 10/25 Becky Worrell    10/25 Adam Prior   
  Shawn Worrell    Shelley Prior 
           
 Please contact Kristy Nance at 493-4832 if you are unable to do Nursery Duty on the assigned date.     
       

 
 

God has been doing great things in our ministry this year already. Right now we 

have only been given glimpses of his foundation that he is setting before us for this year. 

Whenever Russ and I get together we are excited because we believe God has been 

stretching us and using us. A couple of new things that we have going on so far this year 

is our Risk group and Apologetics table. The Risk Group is an exercise where a group of 

Christians meet together once a week and confess to one another what God is putting 

on their hearts to DO. After we tell each other what we think God wants us to do, we 

attempt in doing it, whether it’s volunteer at a hospital or give a stack of our 

unnecessary clothing to the poor.  We ask for your prayers concerning the Apologetic’s 

table. Please after you’re done finished reading this, intentionally pray for the kids who 

are searching on campus to come to us for we are guiding them to the Yoke of Jesus. 

This past week Kids have been coming up to us, (mostly Russ, because he is awesome 

with people) and SPILLING out their problems with the Christian faith. They have real 

problems and God is using us like dynamite. I don’t know what you take from that 

metaphor, but he is using us in powerful ways.  Our Wednesday and Sunday gatherings 

are turning into a place of community. Wednesday night’s Russ is blessing us by teaching 

us lessons from the Old Testament. On Sunday nights we find ourselves learning from 

college students. Peers are giving their testimonies and growing closer to one another 

through them. It’s only been a month. The Spirit of the Living God is going to great 

things this year.  

-Todd Dildine 
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The Meadowlark Messenger is published monthly.  If you would like to receive the 
bulletin via e-mail, please contact the office.  If you are unable to receive e-mail, 
please pick up your copy in the foyer.   

Meadowlark Church of Christ 
2810 Meadowlark Ave.     
Ft. Collins, CO  80526 
Phone: (970) 223-7788    
Website:   
 www.meadowlarkchurch.org      
E-Mail:   
charlene@meadowlarkchurch.org  
Sunday Bible class      9:00am         
Sunday Worship        10:00am 
Life Groups                  5:30pm                 
Wednesday Bible  
Study          7:00pm  
 
Shepherds: 

Milt Brown        221-3256 
*Tim Brown          223-1949 
Chuck Grenier    667-0701 
Chappy Wells     493-9746 
* Elder  chairman  
Ministers: 
Preaching Minister: 

Michael Lum         672-8607 
Teen Minister: 
Derek Walker        266-9119 
Campus Minister: 

Russ Whitten         223-3755 
Campus Apprentice:  
Todd Dildine  559-824-5939 
Administrative Assistant: 
Charlene Whitten      223-7788 
 
 
 

  Looking for a way to serve???Looking for a way to serve???Looking for a way to serve???Looking for a way to serve??? 
Rams for Christ - - The campus ministry needs cooks for their Wednesday 

evening dinners.  If you can prepare a meal for the college students, please sign up 

on the college bulletin board. 

Greeters -- Let Bill Williams know if you would like to join the greeter’s ministry. 

Bible Hour -- See Mike & Meta Van Skiver if you would like to volunteer to teach 

or co-teach Bible Hour. They need volunteers beginning in October. 

Nursery Duty -- Volunteers are always needed to watch our babies and toddlers 

during worship services. See Kristy Nance (493-4832) if you would like to help. 

Building Check -- If you open a window, please close it. If you are the last 

person to exit by a certain door, please make sure it is locked. 

 

Family Record Family Record Family Record Family Record   9/6         9/13 9/20          9/27          
Worship AttendanceWorship AttendanceWorship AttendanceWorship Attendance----           236                   
ContributionContributionContributionContribution   $ 6,548      $7,582 $ 5,341      $5,916      
BudgetBudgetBudgetBudget   $6,641. 


