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Welcome Visiting Missionary Families!

Katie, Logan and Hark Brown
from the Vine Life Church in Savannah, Texas

Steve, Kristi, Noah and Hannah Martin
From the Church in Dresden, Germany
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preaching schedule.
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l‘ Answered Prayers

I’ve been wanting to share with you, my family at
Meadowlark, the great and glorious things that have
happened to me and my family in December. I’ve
struggled and prayed to find just the right words to tell
you of this event (or miracle), as to give glory and honor
to God.

A couple of weeks ago, David Wheat gave a sermon on
Ebenezer (I Sam. 4:1-3;7:12). The Israelites were being
defeated by the Philistines because they weren’t
depending on God and trusting Him. When they finally
cried out to God, they were victorious! God rescued
them! The people set up a memorial to remind them of
this victory, they called it Ebenezer — “the stone of help”.
David, in his sermon, challenged us to remember our
“Ebenezer” moments and to share them with others. So
here is mine.

As you all probably know, my husband, Gale Murphy,
had a massive heart attack Dec. 15, 2007. We were home
alone preparing for Christmas. | heard a loud noise and
saw Gale collapsed on the bathroom floor — face down. |
ran to him, all the time crying, “God help me” and “Oh
dear God”. 1 called 911 and within 2 minutes or less the
firemen were here! It took them 45 minutes to get him
stable enough to transport to PVH and then to MCR.
Immediately people (church family, friends, and
relatives) were called and prayers were started.

We were met at the hospital by precious, loving people
who held us up before God the whole time. Our son and
his wife had gone on a holiday to Steamboat Springs and
were immediately called. We all prayed for them and
they arrived safely in three hours. God was with them!
Gale was resuscitated again at the emergency room at
PVH and the next day again at MCR. He was in
intensive care for a week. The doctor didn’t hold out
much hope and told us we had better call our son in
Virginia to come home immediately. Meantime,
everyone continued to pray. The next day Gale did a
complete turn around, he started responding to us and
kept making slow progress. We were warned that he
might have kidney, liver or brain damage, but he doesn’t,
and is recovering nicely.

| say all this to say, | know God was with us on that day.
I called His name many times and He gave me the
strength to get through and we have a “victory”. We
have our “Ebenezer”. We will never forget how God
intervened to give me back my husband, my children’s
father and grandchildren’s grandpa.

Through the prayers and trusting faith of you dear ones
and many faithful people all over the country, | have my
husband back. TO GOD BE THE GLORY!

To God be the glory, great things He has done,
So loved He the world that He gave us His son.
Who vyielded His life an atonement for sin,
And opened the life gate so all may go in.

Oh perfect redemption the purchase of blood,
To every believer the promise of God;
The vilest offenders who truly obey,
That moment may enter the heavenly way.

Great things He has taught us,
Great things He has done,
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son,
But purer and higher and greater will be our wonder,
Our transport when Jesus we see!

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the people rejoice;
Oh come to the father through Jesus the Son,
And give him the glory,
Great things He has done!
--Fanny J. Crosby

(Gale’s favorite hymn)
Thanks to all of you for the many prayers, cards,
gifts, visits, and gifts of food, time spent and

encouragement.

We love you all,
Stephanie Murphy




RAMS FOR CHRIST

April

Wed 4/2 Dinner & Recharge

Sun 4/6 Life Groups @ the Frei’s

Wed 4/9 Dinner & Recharge

Sun 4/13 Life Groups at Morgan Dick’s home

We will eat a Japanese dinner!!
Wed 4/16 Dinner & Recharge

Th 4/17 Mountain States Children’s Home
Fund Raiser 6:20 @ ML

Fri 4/18 Lecture @ CSU by scientist / author
Michael Behe (Darwin’s Black Box)

Sun 4/20 Life Groups @ the Frei’s
Wed 4/23 Dinner & Recharge

Sun 4/27 Life Groups @ the Richard’s

Campus Intern News
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I will never forget the last day of my Child Psychopathology and Exceptionality class at CSU. At the
front of the room stood my professor, telling a heart-wrenching story about working with a boy who had been
horribly abused. I sat in the room, newly pregnant and bawling, as this man stood before us with tears in his
eyes, face screwed up, explaining that sometimes the hardest part of working with kids [in "the system"], "is not
knowing if you told the truth when you told a kid that ‘everything would work out.”™

Later, | would discover that this haunting phenomenon occurs in any realm of social work, not just with
kids. Very rarely do social workers get to see the start to finish in the lives of those whom we’ve intervened.

Similarly, many of us are sowers of seeds. Unlike shepherds, who are given time to spend every day
watching over their flocks, nurturing, protecting, and leading them; God provides those of us who are sowers
with opportunities to scatter the seeds of His love. Sometimes these opportunities arrive with time to prepare
the soil, but often things happen so quickly, we can do little more than throw out the seeds out in faith, pray for
roots to take place, and find ourselves being presented with new opportunities. Like a social worker, a sower
doesn’t always get to see the harvest of these efforts. In those instances, we must embrace the adage heard at 12
Step groups across the globe: “Let go and Let God.”

I have done direct services work for about 4 years now, but still God hands me opportunities, and He’s
impressed upon my heart that my role in the Kingdom is that of a sower. Recently, He blessed me by sharing
the harvest with me.

Last month, 1I’d taken a day off from work, frantically cleaning my house before my in-laws came to
visit. As | emptied a basket of papers, one fell on the floor. | picked it up and started to toss it in the recycle bin
when | saw the name and phone number scrawled across it out of the corner of my eye: Jean Aiyres, Golden.
Jason, | thought. I wonder how he’s doing?

Jason is a man who crossed our family’s path one cold night in October, just outside of JAX. He’s an
alcoholic. That night he’d found himself homeless, and drunk beyond all possibility of finding shelter. We put
him up in a motel that night, and I offered to get him the help he would need for the subsequent days, provided
he would follow through. He’d had me call his mother, Jean, just to let her know he was ok. Unfortunately,
Jason chose to drink the next night and | had to uphold my stance that | would not continue helping him if he
wasn’t willing to do some of the leg work. A few days later he’d called me to thank me for the help we’d given
him. He’d ended up going to detox and later to a residential treatment program in Denver.

In January, | got yet another call from Jason. Now sober, he was calling to tell me he’d been “working
his steps,” that he realized just how much we’d done for him in very little time together, and that he was forever
grateful.

So here I was in February, looking at his mother’s phone number. Coincidence? Probably not, |
decided. So I called Jean and got voice-mail. Maybe you should just hang up. It’s kind of strange, you know?
Beeeep.

“Uh, hi, Jean. This is Heather Meyer in Fort Collins. We talked this fall after my family met Jason.
Anyway, funny story, | just came across your number and felt compelled to call and check in with you, see how
Jason’s doing. | wish you all the best.”

Within minutes my phone rang. It was Jean. She was not the same defeated mother | talked to in
October. She told me that Jason had completed the in-patient part of his treatment — completion of which had
remained elusive in his previous attempts at sobriety — proudly rattling on that he’d found a church, was
faithfully attending AA, and most miraculous of all, he and his brother were working together after a decade of
estrangement! | could hear her choke up on the other line, “Heather, you and your family have been an
answered prayer. My son has come home in every sense of the word.”

Praise be to God! And thanks to all of you who joined us in praying for Jason this fall.

--Heather Meyer




A little something to put things in perspective . . .
A\n article in Naational Geographic several years ago
provided an interesting picture of God’s wings.

God's Wings

After a forest fire in Yellowstone National Park, forest
rangers began their trek up a mountain to assess the

inferno’s damage. One ranger found a bird literally petrified
in ashes, perched statuesquely on the ground at the base of a |

tree.

Somewhat sickened by the eerie sight, he knocked over the
bird with a stick. VWhen he gently struck it, three tiny
chicks scurried from under their dead mother’s wings. T he
loving mother, keenly aware of impending disaster, had

carried her offspring to the base of the tree and had gathered |

them under her wings, instinctively knowing that the toxic
smoke would rise. She could have flown to safety but had
refused to abandon her babies. T hen the blaze had arrived
and the heat had scorched her small body, the mother had

remained steadfast . . . because she had been willing to die, so ||

those under the cover of her wings would live.

“He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings
you will find refuge.”
(Psalm 91.4)

Being loved this much should make a difference in your life.
Remember the One who loves you, and then be different
because of it.

Submitted from National Geographic
By Shirley Adley

Congratulations to Kee and
Bailey Lanier who were
baptized in March!!! =~

April 6 - Logan Brown from the
Vine Life Church.

April 13 - Steve Martin from
Dresden, Germany.

April 20 - Bill Morrow

April 27 - Bill Morrow

Thank God for Spring!
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Fund Raiser for MSCH

Rams for Christ is hosting its annual phone-a-thon to raise money for the Mountain
States Children’s Home on Thursday evening, April 17 at the church building. Calls
are only made to previous supporters. A sandwich meal will be provided. If you would
like to help, please see Charlene or Russ Whitten.

AN
[Prie Timer’s Brealdast
Prime Timers, join us at the Egg and | on Harmony and Lemay at 8:00 am on Friday,
April 4.

BUNKO fhed

The Bunko meeting will be Friday, April 4, please contact Beth Winger for more
information.

ﬁ Clothing Bank

Please note that the clothing bank is closed on the second Tuesday of the month.

@ Celebratiion

Everyone is invited to a come and go welcome celebration in honor of the Casey’s new
children, Juan Pablo, Manny, and Sandra at Bill and Mollye Morrow’s (3718 North Co.
Rd. 27 E) from 2-5 pm on Sunday, April 13. For questions or gift ideas, please contact
Martha Wells, Michelle Williams or Jana Frei.

aFLADIES. PR

Join us every other Wednesday evening after church for coffee groups. Our study is

“Discovering God's Plan: A Study on Ruth and Esther.” The study will meet

Wednesday after evening services on April 9 & 23. See Angela Tourney for details.
L)

%‘Eé) ngdal &%ower

There will be a bridal shower at the home of Cathy Brown for Tracy Schiebel on April
12 from 2:00 — 4:00. Tracy is registered at Bed, Bath & Beyond and Target.

timad WANTED!

100 People to plant 50 churches in 10 days!!! Meadowlark is participating in the “50
Lamp Stands for India Project”. Dr Paul Renganathan is inviting 100 Christians (50
two person teams) next January 4™ -18™ to plant 50 new congregations in 50
neighborhoods in Chennai. Check out the web site: www.50lampstands.org. All
interested people need to fill out an application that is available on the website. There
are also brochures in the church foyer for more information.

— « .

mmses Honduran Mission

Milt Brown is leading a mission trip to Honduras from August 9-16. Interested
members should contact Milt A.S.A.P.




Ap e Schedole

Greeters:

4/6  J.Dillon & V. King

(A) Chuck & Lois Grenier
4/13 Chuck & Lois Grenier

(A) Jerry & Claudia Kiltz
4/20 Jerry & Claudia Kiltz

(A) Randy & Marge Robinette
4/27 Randy & Marge Robinette
(A) Don & Ruth Shaw

Snow Removal:
1* week: Alexaner/Von Gunten

Brown/Wilson L.G.

2"! week: Grenier/Winger L.G.

Rams for Christ L.G.

3 week: Parent/Teen L.G.
4™ week: YAF L.G.

(L.G. - Life Group)

Sound Booth Attendants:

4/6

4/13

4/20

4/27

(s) O’Neil Wiggan
(ppt) Dustin Worrell
(s) Mike Van Skiver
(ppt) Dustin Worrell
(s) Mike Van Skiver
(ppt) Sarah Watson

)
(ppt) Sarah Watson

Song Leaders:
4/6 Steve Martin
4/13 David Watson
4/20 Chuck Grenier
4/27 Adam Prior

Communion:

4/6 Seth Tourney
4/13 Abel Galvan
4/20 Mike Van Skiver
4/27 Galen Brunk

Elder:

Tim Brown

Nursery Schedule:

(Please see posting outside of
Nursery doors)




Meadowlark Church of Christ
2810 Meadowlark Ave.
Ft. Collins, CO 80526

The Meadowlark Messenger is published monthly. 1f you would like to receive the bulletin via
e-mail, please contact the office. If you are unable to receive e-mail, please pick up your copy
in the foyer.

xR Looking for a way to serve???
VBS - See Shelli Walker for ways you can get involved with ML’s VBS.

Communion Preparation — It’s fun, it’s easy, it’s quick and it’s important! If you
would like to be on the ML monthly rotation to prepare communion, please contact
Charlene. Itis fun for kids!!! Training is available. Subs are also needed.

Children’s Bible Hour - VVolunteers are needed for teaching Children’s Bible Hour.
If you can help, contact Loyce or Gary Bolin.

Worship Service Opportunities - Contact Dan Jones, Chet Nance, Don Kyle, or
Brian Winger if you are interested in serving as a song leader, sound booth attendant
or can help with communion.

The Mavs are Looking for a Few Good Men! — Men, come out and have some fun
by joining the ML men’s softball team. The cost is $50 for the season. Contact
Shawn Worrell for details

Missionaries to India — Join the team from Meadowlark who will participate
in the “50 Lamp Stands for India Project” next Jan 4™ -18". See Russ Whitten
or Corey Rosenberg for details. www.50lampstands.org.

Family Record 312 3/9 3/16 3/23
Worship Attendance- 216 259 196 225
Contribution $6,866 $5,821 $4,511 $6,714
Budget $6,641.00

Meadowlark Church of Christ
2810 Meadowlark Ave.

Ft. Collins, CO 80526

Phone: (970) 223-7788

Website:
www.meadowlarkchurch.org
E-Mail:
charlene@meadowlarkchurch.org

Sunday Bible class  9:00am
Sunday Worship 10:00am
Life Groups 5:30pm
Wednesday Bible

Study 7:00pm
Shepherds:

Milt Brown, 221-3256
*Tim Brown, 223-1949
Chuck Grenier, 482-3984
Randy Robinette, 493-7427
Chappy Wells, 493-9746

* Elder chairman

Ministers:

Campus Minister:
Russ Whitten, 223-3755

Administrative Assistant:
Charlene Whitten, 223-7788

S/



