-

German Food
(American
style), Music,
it and Fun!

% Come and help raise
money to support the
work of Steven and

Kristi Martin in Dresden, Germany. This fundraising meal
will be held after services on Sunday, April 29", in the
basement. Come prepared to have fun, eat some delicious
food, and learn about the work going on in Dresden. Be
sure to bring your camera and snap a photo of Russin his
lederhosen.
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"The Long Silence"

(adapted from John Stott's book "The
Cross of Christ")

At the end of time, billions of people
were scattered on a great plain before
God'sthrone. Most shrank back
from the brilliant light before them.
But some groups near the front talked
heatedly - not with cringing shame,
but with belligerence. "Can God
judge us? How can he know about
suffering?" The words came from a
thin, starving young girl. She ripped
open asleeve to reved atattooed
number from aNazi concentration
camp. "We endured terror ...beatings
... torture ...death!" In another
group, a man lowered the collar on
his shirt revealing an ugly rope burn
on his neck, "What about this...I was
lynched for no crime, for no reason
other than the color of my skin." All
across the plain there were hundreds
of such groups, each had a complaint
against God for the evil and suffering
he permitted in theworld. "How
lucky God wasto live in heaven,
where all was sweetness and
light...no weeping, no fear, no
hunger, no hatred...What did God
know of all that humans had been
forced to endure in this world?”

they were saying. So each of these
groups sent forth their leader, chosen
because he or she had suffered the
most -- a Jewish person, a black
person, a person from Hiroshima, a
horribly deformed arthritic, several
with various forms of disabilities -- at
last they were ready to present their
case...it was rather clever. They
pronounced that before God could be
qualified to be their judge, he would
have to endure what they had
endured. Their decision was ... God
would have to be sentenced today.
Sentenced to live on earth and to live
as aman who would suffer. "Let em
be borna Jew!" "Let the legitimacy
of his birth be doubted!”

YAF

April 2007
Sunday, April 1 Lunch @ Big City Burrito
Friday, April 6 Fondue Nite @ the Dotsons
7:00pm (bring adipper for cheese
or chocolate)
Sunday, April 8 Lunch @ Mexicali Grille

Friday, April 13
7:00pm

Friday the 13" Nite:
“The Haunted Mansion”
@ the Dotsons

Sunday, April 15 Lunch @ Spoons

Friday, April 20 GirlsNiteIn/ Guys Nite
Out @ the Dotsons,
7:00p.m

Sunday, April 22 Lunch @ Pita Pit

Friday, April 27 Dinner @ Food Court
FoothillsMall & Glow
Galf, 7:00p.m.

Sunday, April 29 Lunch @ Silver Grill Café

“Let himknow what it islike to be hungry!” "Let his work be so
difficult that even his family will think he is out of his mind when
hetriestodoit!” "Let him be betrayed by his closest friends!”
“Let himface false charges!” “ Let himbetried by a prejudice
jury!” “Let him be convicted by a cowardly judge!” “Let himbe
tortured!” *“Let him seewhat it means to be so terribly alone and
thenlet himdie! Let himdie so that there can be no doubt that he
died!” “Lettherebea great host of withessesto verify it.” As
each leader pronounced the portion that he or she would add to
the sentence, loud murmurs of approva went up from the throng
of people, "Yes, yes, it'sonly fair! 1t'sonly right! “If he would
judge us, he must face what we faced!” And when the last had
finished pronouncing their sentence, therewas a long silence...
No one dared utter another word. No one could even move. For
suddenly, it dawned upon them all. That God had already served
his sentence and that God would judge no one in whose shoes he
had not already walked in.*

If you want to know what God islike...Look at the cross! Jesus,
God in the flesh, suffered and died so that you could have
forgiveness for your sins, and that you could spend eternity in a
place without suffering and evil.
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As many of you know, Meadowlark is helping to fill alarge sea container
to be sent to Ivan-Frankiv’ sk, Ukraine. Thisisa city of 350,000 in
western Ukraine at the foot of the Carpathian Mountains. Many villages
surround this city and will also benefit from this container. The church’s
presenceisjust beginning to be felt in this area of Ukraine.
This container will befilled with mostly used items that have been
collected by an organization called Help International herein Ft. Collins.
They have shipped containers to many countriesin the world. If this
shipment is successful, we may be able to send containers to other
countries that Meadowlark supports.
Normally shipping a container of this size would cost around $7000 to
ship. Because of Ivan Skoleba’ s friendship with an elder in the Judsonia
Church of Christ in Arkansas, we are able to send a container worth at
least $75,000 for free! The people at Help International have been busy
filling boxes and collecting specific items that Ivan requested when he
was here last. He is collecting items for an orphanage and a home for
disabled children and adults. One of the items he has requested is
wheel chairs which are being collected and packaged for shipment.
How can you help?
- You can help by donating items that you no longer need or want!
There is need for many different things.
Y ou can contact an organization or store that might be willing to
donate items! Medical supplies are dwaysin need. However, we
cannot ship medicines that can be taken internaly.
Y ou can help pack boxes at the Help International warehouse! |
am trying to set up atime for atour of the warehouse. If you
would like to go, please contact me. They can aways use help
sorting and packing items.
Y ou can help pack the container! Thiswill probably happen
around the middle of April, but the exact date has not been set
yet. The more strong backs and arms, the faster it will go and the
more fun it will be!
Here are the items we are currently collecting:
Clothing from infant through adult sizes—maostly
summer weight (they have collected many winter items)
Shoes—all sizes
Bedding
Towels and washcloths
Household items
Toys (small stuffed animals)
If you arethl nking of donating something and don’t know if it will
be useful or not, contact me.

Thank you so much for your consideration and help! | will set up an

area at the church building where your items can be dropped off
and then delivered. If you want to go see the warehouse or help
with the packing, please contact me at 225-0926 and | will make
sure it happens! ~Debbie Brunk

Summer is quickly approaching and
it istimeto start thinking about
VBS. Our VBSisearlier thisyear.
It is scheduled for June 18" — 22"
and the theme is going to be
“Avalanche Ranch”. We of course
will need lots of help to ensure that
our children and those children who
are visiting have the best time
possible learning about God’ s word.
We are in need of severa adults
who can head up our four stations.
Here is what we need:

Snacks (2 people for this)

Crafts

Games

Story (skit) Room
If you would like to be a part of this
please et Crystal Bolding know as
soon as possible. We would like to
have everything set and ready to go
no later than May 15™
Here are some other upcoming
dates to be looking forward to:

. April 21¥ — Egg Hunt at the
Bland’s home. We will
need candy and eggs for
this. Watch for more
information.

May 27" — Promotion
Sunday. All school age
children will bein Room 10
for a promotion ceremony.

God Bless,
Craig and Crystal Bolding
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Sunday Morning Prayer Timeistaking place
every Sunday at 8:20a.m. in Room 10. Please
join with fellow Christians at Meadowlark to
pray for our church, our worship time, and
Bible classes. For more information, contact
Chuck Grenier.

Primetimer s Breakfast—Friday, April 6th

@ The Egg and | on Harmony and Lemay
(1112 Oakridge Drive), 8:00a.m. Primetimers
meet for breakfast every first Friday of the
month.

Date Your Mate is on April 20th, from
6:00p.m. — 10:00p.m. If you would like to
volunteer to help provide childcare for this
event, or like to be involved as a parent in this
program, please contact Sue Jones or Heather
Meyer.

Women’s Bible Study--Charlene Whitten,
AngelaHopper, and Tasha Taylor are hosting a
Bible Study this semester at Tasha's house—
425 E. Elizabeth—at 6:30p.m., Tuesday nights.
Hot chocolate and popcorn are provided. For
more information, call 215-1892.

Bible Hour Volunteers Needed--We need
Bible Hour Volunteers for the coming year.
New volunteers are greatly appreciated.
Children’s Bible Hour allows kids ages 3 yrs.-
2" grade to experience a Bible lesson on their
level during the morning sermon. If you'd like
to volunteer for this important ministry, please
see Gary or Loyce Balin.

Fundraiser for Our Missionaries in
Germany—There will be a fundraiser dinner
for Steve and Kristi Martin on April 29", after
morning worship, at Meadowlark. See the front
page for more details!

Every Sunday Night at 6:00- College Life
Group @ the Whitten's

Every Wednesday Night- Recharge@ 7:00 in
Room 10



The following classes will be offered for the upcoming spring quarter:
Sundays:

Auditorium - 1 Corinthians - Doug Hall

There are no perfect churches, because there are no perfect people. Every church that has ever existed or will ever exist has had
to face up to its own shortcomings and problems. The church in Corinth was no exception. In fact, when we read and study |
Corinthians we have in front of us a case study of the kinds of problems churches can face and how to address them and solve
them. | hope you will join with us as we spend time mining great principles from Paul's letter that will help us better to
confront our periodic struggles in our own persona lives and in thelife of the church.

Room 10 - Conver sational Apologetics - Russ Whitten

What question would you least like to be asked by a non-Christian? Would you be prepared to give an answer if someone
asked this question? In 1 Peter 3:15-16, Christians are commanded “ always be prepared to give an answer (apologia) to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have...”

Apologeticsisrealy about evangelism.  Sometimes before we can share the Gospel with someone, we must smooth the road,
remove the obstacles and answer the questions that may be hindering that person from giving the Christian faith afair hearing.
The word apol ogetics comes from the Greek word “apologia”, which literally means “areasoned defense.” It isnot only
about being prepared to address the tough questions about Chritianity, but it is also about being prepared to present the
attractiveness, truthfulness and relevance of the Christian faith. This classis about learning to sit and talk with people about
the Gospel of Christ in ameaningful, compelling and effective way. It isalso designed to equip Christians to be “ prepared to
give an answer” to the most frequently asked (and most difficult) questions about the Christian faith. Pleasejoin usin this
discussion oriented class beginning March 11™

Wednesdays:

Auditorium - Relationships (Marriage, Family, & Church) - Milt Brown

This class will be held in the auditorium on Wednesday evenings. It will be around table discussion format, with a specific
topic, scripture(s),or scenario given as introduction to our study each evening. The broad topic will deal with relationships at
three levels: God's relationship with us, the ties that bind our families together and what it takes to be afamily of believers. Are
your relationships in these areas surviving or thriving? Why? What are the connections between these personal, private, and
public associations that would characterize them as healthy or sick? What are God's expectations? How might Christ's view
change our current need for interdependence, communication, and intimacy as they relate to these bonds? Selected passages
from Genesis, Deuteronomy, Hosea, Matthew, Luke, Ephesians, and Corinthians will be used to guide our thoughts throughout
this study. See you Wednesday's beginning March 21 - Milt

Room 8-1& 2 Thessalonians - Don Kyle
This class will examine the nature of a young church and the man who ministersto them. We will see the difficulty Paul was
in when he founded the church, the Thessal onians response to God' s good news and the mutual encouragement that comes
from people’ sfaithfulnessto God.

Paul’ s communication to the Thessalonians is one of gladness, encouragement and relief that these people have remained
true to the Gospel that was given to them.  We will explore the circumstances of these letters, the message they contain and
then apply thistruth to our livesin Fort Collins, CO.

Ladies Bible Class—t ife of Paul-Boug Hall
Tuesdays, 9:30a.m.-10:45a.m.



M eadowlark Church of Christ
2810 M eadowlark Ave.
Ft. Collins, CO 80526

The Meadowlark Messenger is published monthly, and is mailed free of charge to members of
Meadowlark Church of Christ. If you would like to start, cancel, or change the address on your

copy, contact the office at the address above. Mailed Third Class.

Child care providers— Date Y our Mate needs several pairs of
volunteersfor DY M Fridays to provide child care at the building from
6:00p.m.-10:00p.m. Please contact Sue Jones or Heather Meyer if you
can help.

Children’s Bible Hour—Volunteers are needed for teaching
Children’s Bible Hour for the rest of this year. Thereisasign up sheet
for volunteers posted on the bulletin board. For more info. Contact
Loyce Bolin.

HELP WANTED--Meadowlark is looking for more men to help in the
various roles of the Worship Service. Some positions require little or
no experience. Starting pay is quite low, but the benefits are excellent.
Applicants should apply to Chuck Van Kull: 402-1412. Song,
Scripture Readers, Ushers, Sound Booth, PowerPoint operators, etc.
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M eadowlark Church of Christ
Phone: (970) 223-7788

Fax: (800) 832-5789

Website:

www.meadow larkchurch.

Sunday Bibleclass  9:00am
Sunday Worship 10:00am
Sunday Evening 5:30pm

Life Groups 5:30pm
Wednesday Bible

Study 7:00pm
Shepherds:

Milt Brown, 221-3256

Tim Brown, 223-1949
Chuck Grenier, 482-3984
*Randy Robinette, 493-7427
Chappy Wells, 493-9746

* Elder chairman for the
month of April.

Ministers:
Doug Hall 377-9863

Russ Whitten, Campus Minister
223-3755

Wes Kohring, Youth Minister
980-9926

Administrative Assistant:
Holly Fletcher, 484-4124
Worship Coordinator:

Chuck VanKull,
cvankull @discipleland.com



