On a recent visit from Ukraine, Ivan Skoleba (left) spoke to
Meadowlark on Sunday morning about the need to share Christ with
peoplein Ft. Collins and peoplein Ukraine. Yuriy translated for Ivan.
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Hall-Marks

Bring Them In!

From the very early years of my childhood, | can
remember a strong emphasis on personal evangelismin the
Church of Christ. From the songs we sang to the sermons
that were preached to some of the most popular seminars
that criss-crossed the nation, we were a movement fixated
on seeking the lost.

Often our way of seeking lost people meant that
we would go on campaigns for Christ to other cities that
werein the United States where the Church of Christ was
weak. We would knock on doors and ask questions of the
people living there, “If you were to die tonight do you
know for certain that you would go to heaven?’ Depending
on how they answered that question, the campaigner would
then ask additional questions or quote a few passages from
the Bible and try to set up a personal Bible study with the
person who answered the door. The Bible study was very
structured and was designed to bring about a decision from
anon-Christian in a short period of time. During a week of
campaigning, it was possible to set up 10 or so personal
Bible studies out of the hundreds of doors knocked in the
community and out of those 10, maybe one or two would
eventually submit to baptism. Even though | worked on or
lead 17 Campaigns for Christ over the years, we never
attempted to keep up with how many of these converts
actually became active Christians but my guessis that the
number was quite low. Regardless, what ablessing it was
to share the gospel with those who were willing to hear.

There were times we would even do our
campaigning in our home community, marking out
sections on a city map and knocking on doors for several
Saturdays during the Summer months, trying to set up
personal Bible studies. Some Saturdays were more
successful than others, but most of the time our door
knocking time was fairly unproductive.

Then there was a device called the Bible
Telecom. Y ou would dial up the number of a person from
the town phone book and as soon as they answered the
phone you would click on atape recorder that would ask
the same questions that we asked on campaigns, only this
time through a recording device. Sometimes there would
be arequest for aBible study but it was rare. Another
device that came along was called Bible Call. A person
could call up Bible Call and request to hear arecorded
message about certain Bible topics, always with an ending
on each tape that invited the caller to ask for a personal
Bible study or correspondence course.

Those are just some of my memories of personal

evangelism in the past. | am sure that you might have
similar memoriesif you have been in the Church of Christ
aslong as | have been. Aswe all know there seemsto have
been a cooling off of personal evangelism over the past
decade or so in the church. We have been re-examining
our message and the way to present that message, but even
in the midst of all that the Great Commission still should
beckon,
Then Jesus came to them and said, “ All authority has
been given to me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and teaching

them to obey everything | have commanded you. And
surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Matthew 28:19-20

Just because we have been re-examining the way
in which we share the message of Jesus, we cannot escape
our responsibility to reach out to the lost. In fact, it is more
imperative than ever before. Short of planning an out of
state campaign or developing some new phone marketing
system, what can we do today to reach out to the lost
around us? Here are a few suggestions.

1. Deliberately make non-Christian friends. So often with
Christiansit is the case that most of our closest friends are
other Chrigtians. That's awonderful thing, but it doesn’t
allow us the opportunity we could otherwise have to share
the gospel with those who do not know Christ. Invite a non-
Christian co-worker over to your house for dinner or plan
some activity together and wait for the right moment to
share your faith. Chances are that as you get closer in your
relationship, the opportunities will increase.

2. Pray for your non-Christian friends every day. Keep alist
and pray every day asking the Father to open up some
opportunities for you to share Christ with your friends.

3. Look for opportunities to minister to all your friends but
especially those outside of Christ. Be there in times of
struggle, sorrow, joy, and during the transitional moments
of life. Provide food, pick up their children from school,
offer whatever help you can render to show people that you
care.

4. Invite them to come to church, Life groups, or some
other function of the church. It might take you awhile to
get to this point with your friends but look for an
opportunity to invite them. Y ou might be surprised at how
positive they will react to you. Bring them in to hear about
Jesus!

5. Find ways to insert Christ into your conversations.
Talking about Jesus should be one of the most natural
thingsin a Christian’slife. You don’'t have to know a
specific personal evangelism formula, but you can share
what Jesus has meant to your life and be there to answer
any questions that your friend might have. Let them seein
you the difference that Christ has made.

6. When the time comes to get down to specifics about your
friend’ s response to Christ, don't be afraid to ask for the
help of other Christians. If you don’t know how to answer a
specific question just say, “1 don’'t know but | will find out
that answer for you.” No one knows every thing!

| am sure that you might be able to think of several
more ideas of how you can encourage others to the Lord.
We need to share those ideas with others—ways we can
serve our community and share our faith with others. It is
vital that we act now. Remember Jesus' words to his
disciples?“l tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields!
They areripe for harvest!” May God bless us with many
opportunities to share our faith!

Stand Firm!!!

Doug Hall



by Russ Whitten

In our weekly Wednesday evening college
worship time (which we are calling
“Recharge”) we have been studying Jesus
Sermon on the Mount. John Stott, in his
book entitled The Message of the Sermon on
the Mount saysthis ...

The Sermon on the Mount is probably the
best-known part of the teaching of Jesus,
though arguably it is the least understood,
and certainly it is the least obeyed. Thiswas
the teaching of the way things ought to be,
and the way Christians ought to try and live
by the help of the Spirit while they are here
on earth. It makes goodness attractive. It
shames our shabby performance. It
engenders dreams of a better world ...The
Sermon on the Mount describes what human
life and human community look like when
they come under the gracious rule of God.
And what do they look like? Different! To
me the key text of the Sermon on the Mount is
6:8: “Do not be like them.” It is
immediately reminiscent of God's Word to
Israel in the olden days: ‘You shall not do as
they do.” (Leviticus 18:3). It isthe same call
to be different!

In what ways are we to be different than the
world around us? Thisisthe key question
we will be addressing this semester. Jesus
gives us two powerful imagesto consider as
he challenges his followers to swim against
the flow of the surrounding culture:

Salt and Light. Last Wednesday night we
explored the question “Why would Jesus use
salt as a metaphor for Christian living?’
Here are some of the possibilities we came
up with:

1) Satimprovesthings. We are the ones
who are supposed to improve the world.
We are the ones who need to be positive,
encouraging and hopeful, even when
those around us are negative and
discouraging. Lifewith Christ should
stand in stark contrast to the drabness and
blandness of life without Christ.
Chrigtians are not to assimilate but to
stand out!

2) Salt makesyou thirsty. When people
witness the love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, and self control in
your life they will become thirsty for
what you have - the living water that
Chrigt offers.

3) Saltwasusedinthosedaysasa
preservative. Thiskind of impliesthe
world isrotting and decaying doesn’t it?
Y et, we are to look around and
consistently ask “What needs healing in
our community?’ and then do everything
in our power to bring life, purity and
health to the world around us.

4) Salt was extremely valuable in those
days. Infact, for most of history, salt
was avery rare commodity and was as
valuable as gold or silver. Perhaps, Jesus
had thisin mind: Y ou are so valuable
and rarein thisworld!

5) Salt wasto be added to the sacrificial
offeringsin the Old Testament (see Lev.
2:13 and Ezekiel 43:24). In Romans 12,
we are caled to offer our bodies as
“living sacrifices, holy and pleasing
to God...”

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
challenges us not to become so absorbed in
our culture that we are indistinguishable from
it. Inwhat ways are we different? May we
remain salty this month and strive to be lights
in adark world!



Hidden In My Heart
Wes Kohring

How can a young man keep his way pure?
By living according to your word.
| seek you with all my heart
Do not let me stray from your commands.
| have hidden your word in my heart
That | might not sin against you.

Psalm 119:9-11

When | was a child, | memorized
scripture al thetime. Every Sunday school
lesson was accompanied with a memory verse.
Learn the verse, recite the verse, get astar.
And so the routine went. | still cannot get the
words of Psalm 23 out of my head (not that |
would want to) because our entire third grade
Sunday school class memorized it one quarter.
But at some point, | stopped intentionally
memorizing scripture.

How strange it must have been for
Ezekiel on the day that God told him to eat the
scroll in front of him (Ezek. 2:8-3:3). Ezekiel
was to be God' s messenger to Israel; he would
warn them of the coming destruction. When |
read this passage | am reminded of the
sweetness of God’sword (“So | ateit and it
tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth.” 3:3).
And those were words of lament, mourning,
and woe! | wonder what the scoll containing
words of grace, coming heaven, and
redemption tasted like! The point isthis:

God sword isfood for the soul. When
tempted in the wilderness, Jesus recognized it
asthat which sustainsus. The Bibleislife-
giving. Itistruly more wonderful than all the
other things that we humans tend to seek for
fulfillment.

Because of this truth and because
hiding God’' sword in our heartsis so

important, we have begun a series with the teens
on Sunday mornings centered on twelve
foundational scriptures that we are asking our
students to learn and memorize. | asked parents
and youth workers several weeks ago to submit
scriptures for teaching. David Wheat and myself
prayed about them, sorted through them and
came up with alist of passages that our teens
will learn the meanings of (both then and now),
memorize, and apply. We are constantly
reminding them that the point of the seriesis not
memorization, but lasting life-change. The Bible
is God-breathed, useful for teaching, correcting,
rebuking, and training in righteousness (2
Timothy 3:16). In short, the word of God is
powerful to changelives. That isour aiminthis
class and any class that we teach in the teen
ministry. Surely the opponents of God know the
words of scripture (see again the temptation of
Christ by Satan and Satan’s misinterpretation of
God' sword). However, because of their
contempt for God, the Word has not changed
them. Their understanding is darkened and their
hearts hardened to the point that they continue in
sin with acontinual lust for more (Ephesians
4:18-19).

When we hide God'sword in our hearts,
the Spirit teaches us what our human minds
cannot understand or express (1 Corinthians
2:12-16). We should all strive to honor the word
of God by hiding it in our hearts and letting it
define who we are, what we do, how we speak,
how we live. Praise beto our Father and Lord
Jesus Christ for the gift of Hisword to us!
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Ivan and Y uriy speaking to the Wednesday Night “Recharge” gathering.
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Sunday Morning Prayer Timeistaking place
every Sunday at 8:20a.m. in Room 10. Please
join with fellow Christians at Meadowlark to
prayer for our church, our worship time, and

Bible classes. For more information, contact

David Greer or Chuck Grenier.

Primetimer s Breakfast—Friday, October 6th
@ The Egg and | on Harmony and Lemay
(1112 Oakridge Drive), 8:00a.m. Primetimers
meet for breakfast every first Friday of the
month.

Date Your Mate is on October 20th, from
6:00p.m. — 10:00p.m. If you would like to
volunteer to help provide childcare for this
event, or like to be involved as a parent in this
program, please contact Sue Jones or Heather
Meyer.

I am in need of some volunteers to help teach
this quarter on Wednesday nights in the baby
class room. | haven®been able to find anyone
willing to teach the entire quarter so | thought |
would try this way. If you would be willing to
teach 2-3 rotating Wednesday nights with our
little ones please let me know ASAP!! Thanks
so much!! Cami Schmitz

L adies Bible Class--We encourage all women
to come join us for Ladies Bible Class, every
Tuesday, 9:30am.-10:45a.m. in Room 10.
Among the topics to be studied in our class,
“Women After God's Own Heart”, will be A
Heart:

devoted to God

abiding in God

committed to prayer

that serves

that prays faithfully

that shows it cares

strengthened by spiritual growth

that encourages
Dont forget that the Clothing Bank is open
from 12:00p.m.-3:00p.m. If you'd like to
volunteer to help out at the clothing bank,
contact Maxine Tamlin.

The Young Professionals life group meets
every Sunday, at 5:30p.m. in room 10 at
Meadowlark. If you are a 20 or 30 something
and want to meet people who are like yourself,
please come. Bring a snack to share. We will be
studying the Sermon on the Mount.

Come hang out with Wes on Thursdays: Wes
will be a Mancino’'s restaurant (Drake and
Lemay) every Thursday from 3:00-5:00 after
school. Any and all teens are welcome to come
by to chat with, pray with, or play games with
Wes during thistime. The Morrows (the owners
of the restaurant) will provide free sodas and
cheese bread to Meadowlark teens who come by
between 3 and 5. You are free to bring friends
too!

Fall Retreat — October 13-15. WEe'll be in
cabins at the YMCA of the Rockies in Estes Park
this October. If you want to come on the retreat
(parents, volunteers, and teens), sign up with
Wes as soon as possible. Cost is $70.

Every Sunday Night at 6:00- College Life
Group @ the Whitten's

Every Wednesday Night- Recharge@ 7:00 in
Room 10



M embers Selected for Service

Oct. 1 Oct. 8 Oct. 15 Oct.22 Oct. 29
Song Leader W. Kohring D. Greer J Schmitz W. Kohring D. Greer
Shepherd: G. Richards G. Richards G. Richards G. Richards
Communion: M. Brown G. Perkins D. Alexander D. Fike D. Wheat
Server 1. B. Lacy B. Lacy B. Lacy B. Lacy B. Lacy
Server 2: L. Pilkington L. Pilkington L. Pilkington L. Pilkington L. Pilkington
Server 3: S. Johnson S. Johnson S. Johnson S. Johnson  S. Johnson
Server 4. J. Whitfield J. Whitfield J. Whitfield J. Whitfield  J. Whitfield
Comm.Cor.: S. Tourney
Take Count:  S. Tourney
Greeters:
Nursery Attendants:
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Help Wanted: Greetersfor Sunday mornings befor e class and before
services. If you are aready on the @reeter@ist, please call or email me with dates
you@ like to be scheduled for the next couple of months. If you are new to
@reeting@nd would like to help out, please call or email Kathy Wheat at
wdwheats@aol.com, or 223-4608.

Child care providers— Date Y our Mate needs several pairs of volunteers for
DYM Fridaysto provide child care at the building from 6:00p.m.-10:00p.m.
Please contact Sue Jones or Heather Meyer if you can help.

Kitchen Coordinators needed—We need 3 people to volunteer to check the
kitchen each week for towels, dish rags, etc. that need to be washed, and to make
sure that the kitchen stays clean. If you are interested and want more details about
what thisinvolves, contact the office.

Children’s Bible Hour—Volunteers are needed for teaching Children’s Bible
Hour for the rest of thisyear. Thereisasign up sheet for volunteers posted on the
bulletin board. For more info. Contact Loyce Bolin.
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Meadowlark Church of Christ

2810 Meadowlark Ave.

Ft. Collins, CO 80526

Phone: (970) 223-7788

Fax: (800) 832-5789

Website:

www.meadow larkchurch.org
E-Mail:

office@neadow larkchurch.org

Sunday Bibleclass  9:00am
Sunday Worship 10:00am
Sunday Evening 5:30pm

Life Groups 5:30pm
Wednesday Bible

Study 7:00pm
Shepherds:

Milt Brown, 221-3256

Tim Brown, 223-1949
Chuck Grenier, 482-3984
Don Kyle, 225-8958
*Gary Richards, 223-9663
Randy Robinette, 493-7427
Chappy Wells, 493-9746

* Elder chairman for the
month of October.

Ministers:

Doug Hall 377-9863

Russ Whitten, Campus Minister
223-3755

David Greer, Campus Minister
481-4450

Wes Kohring, Youth Minister
225-1173

Administrative Assistant:

Holly Fletcher, 484-4124



