Mission to House of Hope -

The teen group and various members of Meadowlark =
are going to be serving at Casa de la Esperanza (House of

Hope) in Chihuahua, July 14th-22nd. They will be serving
with a group from Rocky Mountain Church of Christ.

Y ou have an opportunity to play a part in this mission.
For Vacation Bible School this year, the themeis Fiesta!

Shelli Walker and Cristal Kohring are asking for donations of

J—
/Z{
e

Mexican style blankets to use for VBS. After VBSisover, $
they will be taking the blankets that people do not want back, pg.2 —Hal-Marks
to Mexico to give them to children and families there. pg. 3- Campus
Team members for the trip are: Matt Richards, Dan Cormer
Grenier, Jason Nance, Colby Morrow, Dylan Morrow, Riley Pg. & :ggg;ni ngs
Morrow, Alex Berry, Sarah Kyle, Caitlyn Wells, Natalie Van pg. 5— Ministry
Kull, Wes Kohring, Cristal Kohring, Gary Richards, Karen Updates
Richards, Derek Walker, Shelli Walker, McKamie Walker, pg. 6 — Upcoming
Zach Walker, and Adam Walker. Events
The website for Casade |a Esperanzais Pg.7 —Members
Selected to

www.ahouseofhope.com if anyone wants more information on Serve for July
Casaitself. Please keep this group in your prayers and pray pg.8 — Help Wanted
that their efforts to show God’'s love and light in Mexico will
be a success. Also, pray for their safety asthey travel. And let
them know how proud you are of them for their desire and
willingness to serve others.
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In But Not Of
by Doug Hall

| grew up in ahighly religious and a highly
patriotic family. My dad was an elder, in fact, so was
his father before him. My mom’ s family was highly
religious as well, producing both elders and preachers
aong the way. At the same time my dad was an
elder, he was a proud member of the United States
Navy. He began his service at the tail end of World
War 11, serving on a Cruiser in the Pacific fleet. And
after an absence of several years he reenlisted during
the Vietnam War. He was still in the military the day
he died.

Some people might think that religion and
the military are mutually exclusive. Many have
written over the years and many hold the view even
today that even though Paul clearly statesin Romans
13 that Chrigtians are to submit to the governing
authorities, it does not mean that it is appropriate for
Christians to be involved in governmental activities.
Since we are soldiers of Christ, as Paul statesin Il
Timothy 2:3, 4, we cannot also be soldiersin the
governing forces of the country in which welive.
Those who hold this view admit that Cornelius and
otherslike him were in the military but they opine
that such people probably later sought to be relieved
from military duty for the Kingdom of God.
However, one would be hard pressed to support that
assumption with Scripture.

There are others who believe strongly that
not only isit appropriate for servants of Christ to
servein the military, but that it is away to preserve
and protect our freedom, to practice our religion as
we desire, and to live our lives without constant fear
of retribution.

Both sides of the argument have good points
to make. Certainly we must be careful to aways
realize that our ultimate alegianceisto Jesus Christ,
not to our country. It is so easy to mix patriotism with
spirituality, but the two are not the same. At the same
time, we have been richly blessed and we enjoy
incredible freedoms that most of the world can only
dream about and we have unbelievable opportunities
because of the freedom we have—freedom we enjoy
because of the sacrifice of so many on the battle
fields of the world.

So what should a Christian do? How should
we view the military, or even 4™ of July celebrations?
| am certain that we would not all agree completely
about how a Christian responds but maybe we can
agree on these points.

1. God has established governments, even the military
establishments in those governments so that evil can
be kept in check in the world and so we can live lives
of peace. | personally believe that a Christian can be
involved in anything God has established, aslong as
he or she goes there understanding their primary
allegiance to Christ. What better place to find salt and
light than in the government or the military? It isan
honorabl e thing to be a part of an organization that
seeks to bring peace to the world.

2. If aperson chooses to serve in the government or
the military, or any other profession for that matter, he
or she must remember that in that serviceit is never
acceptable to violate God' s law, even if you are
commanded to do so. We are a part of God’s
Kingdom, first and foremost. We must not blindly
obey those who tell us that we must do something in
violation of the will of God. Those who weretried in
the war crimes tribunals after WWII found out very
quickly that they could not blame their inhumane
actions on the orders of superiors. Christians must
stand for godliness no matter what their orders might
be.

3. Wherever we stand on issues like the Christian’s
participation in the military or how and if we should
be patriotic, please remember that thisis one area,
along with many others, where the Bible does not
speak definitively. So, be careful how you judge
others. | personally believe that | can servein God's
Kingdom and till celebrate the good things about
being an American and cel ebrate our freedoms on the
4" or July. | believe that | can read my Bible daily and
fly the American flag in front of my home, aslong as|
remember the preeminent kingdom is the heavenly
one and be careful not to mix my faith with my
patriotism. If some disagree with me | will still
embrace them as fellow disciples and | hope they will
do the same with me.

Whatever your view this 4™ of July, | hope
that you will take a moment out to thank God for our
country and to ask his protection over those who are
trying to keep the peace all over the world. We arein
the world, and because of that we have the
responsibility to be light and salt no matter the
circumstance, but we are not of the world. Our
ultimate responsibility is to the Lord Jesus and our
ultimate battleisin the heavenlies against forces our
eyes may not even see. Let us be the presence of Jesus
in thisfallen world and let us continue the battle for
Jesus until we die.

God' s Blessings,
Doug Hall



by David Greer
Sometimes we need to be
reminded about the power that we have.

Thisiswhat the prophet Jeremiah
told the people on God' s behaf. *“ For |
know the plans | have for you,” declares
the Lord, “ plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you hope and
afuture. Then you will call upon me and
come and pray to me, and | will listen to
you. You will seek me and find me when
you seek me with all your heart.”’

While Jesus' disciples stood in
amazement at his power over afig tree,
hetold them, “ | tell you the truth, if you
have faith and do not doubt, not only can
you do what was done to the fig tree, but
also you can say to this mountain, @o,
throw yourself into the sea,Gnd it will be
done. #If you believe, you will receive
whatever you ask for in prayer."

We read in the book of Acts that
the early believers* devoted themselves
to the apostlesGeaching and to the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
to prayer.”

Paul urgesthe believers at
Thessalonicato Bejoyful always; pray
continually; give thanksin all
circumstances, for thisis God@will for
you in Christ Jesus.”

James says, “Isany one of you in
trouble? He should pray. Is anyone
happy? Let him sing songs of praise. *“Is
any one of you sick? He should call the
elders of the church to pray over himand
anoint himwith oil in the name of the
Lord. **And the prayer offered in faith
will make the sick person well; the Lord
will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will
be forgiven. **Therefore confess your sins
to each other and pray for each other so
that you may be healed. The prayer of a
righteous man is powerful and effective.”

The Bibleisclear initsclam that if
God' s people will persistently pray to him for
guidance, healing, wisdom, unity, boldness, and
even miracles—HE WILL ACT.

| don’t know why it’s so hard to remain
consistent in our commitment to prayer
together. Maybe we forget God' s promises
concerning prayer. Maybe we get lazy. Maybe
we get discouraged by what seem to be
unanswered prayers. Whatever the reason, it is
time for us at Meadowlark to recommit to being
people devoted to prayer. Onefirst stepin this
commitment process is to schedule a weekly
time of prayer together. So beginning Sunday,
July 9" we'll begin having aweekly prayer
gathering in room 8 at 8:20 A.M. Chuck
Grenier and others will be facilitating this time
of prayer, and people of all ages areinvited.
Bring your needs, dreams, frustrations, hurts,
praises, etc. and give them to the Lord with
othersin thisfaith community.

What do you think God will do if we all
commit to praying together?

Let’sfind out.

PS—I know many of you probably have
weekly times of prayer in your Life Groups or
other gatherings. Praise God for that! If that
describes you, feel free to come expand your
prayer community on Sunday mornings. This
gathering will be especially crucial, though, for
those of you who have no regular prayer time
with your brothers and sisters here. Please,
make whatever sacrifice you need havetoin
order to make it to these prayer meetings.
Through your prayers, God will change the
world.
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He Will Regjoice Over You
Wes Kohring

My son Jonah will turn one year old in
less than amonth. When | think back on the
last year with him, | am amazed. | can only
repeat once again the common cliché—“It
seems like only yesterday...” and soon. | am
sure | will have several more occasions to say
that. |1 am certainly grateful to our God for him
allowing meto be adad to such a wonderful
and precious little boy — Jonah is a gift from
God.

Jonahisagreat sleeper. Hehasafew
rough nights every now and then, but we have
been pretty fortunate to have a son who has
slept through the night consistently since he
was about two months old. Cristal isusually
the one who wakes him up from his slumber in
the morning, but as a general rule, | get to put
him to bed at night. After giving him his last
bottle of the day, he nestlesin my arms (if heis
tired) and startsto shut his eyes. After rocking
him for alittle, I'll set him in his crib and rub
his back for alittle while. And then | will sing.

My favorite versein the Bible is
Zephaniah 3:17:

The Lord your God iswith you
Heis mighty to save.
He will take great delight in you,
He will rejoice over you with singing
Hewill quiet you with hislove.

| have taken so much comfort from that
verse and have never ceased to be amazed that
| have a Father who takes the time to lovingly
sing over me.

Jonah can not tell me yet that he enjoys
my singing over him when he goesto bed at
night. But | know how it makes him feel. He
knows my voice and it isacomfort to him. He
feels secure and loved. He knows heis safeif
his daddy is around.

| enjoy singing over Jonah. Sometimesit
is“Take Me Out to the Ballgame” and
sometimesit’s a prayer sung over him. In fact,
many timesit’s the words of Zephaniah 3:17 set
to music. | will sing over him for awhile, but
eventually | grow tired myself and retire to my
own bed. But my God never grows tired of
singing over me. He never tires of singing over
Jonah. All day long, He never stopsrejoicing
over us, delighting inus. Only a God with a
God-sized heart could rejoice and delight over
someone like me 24/7. No matter what we have
done, at the end of the day we are till his
children. His beloved.

And the singing goes on. Can you hear
it? Heissinging over you right now!

Our God is an awesome God!
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by Shelli Walker

VBSisjust around the corner! We
are gearing up for an exciting year
with lots of kids. There is a bulletin
board in the foyer full of supplies we
need to make this year a huge
success. Please take a moment to
pick one or more items your family
may be able to help with. If you'd
rather make a cash donation you
can give those to Shelli Walker or
Cristal Kohring. In addition to the
items on the board we aso need to
borrow several wheel barrows and
several Mexican style rugs. We thank
al of you in advance for your
generous donations. Dates for VBS:
July 9-13.

11" # $ % 1"
by Gene Perkins

Meadowlark supports worksin
Ukraine, Honduras, India, Germany, and
Brazil, in that $ order. During the past
year, we have been visited by Paul
Renganathan, from India; Steve Martin,
from Germany; Sascha and Jennifer Terry,
from Brazil; and Jim Noyes, from the
Vinograder church in Ukraine. Brethrenin
India also received visits from Milt Brown
and Chappy Wells, and numerous people,
young and older, have visited Ukraine.
Since Milt and Chappy reported on their
Indiavisit, thisreport will cover mostly the
visitsto Ukraine.

Led by Debbie Brunk, six young
people from Meadowlark visited the
Shevchenko church in Kiev, Ukraine.
They are Sara Kennedy, David Lacy,
Dylan Metzgar, Tasha Taylor, and
Michelle and Brittney Williams. They did
agreat job of encouraging the Christians at
Shevchenko and teaching English to young
people, mostly via Bible reading. They
worked to raise funds for their trip, and I'm
sure that we all appreciate their dedication
to the Lord and to the people in Ukraine.

Ann and Gene Perkins also visited Kiev, mostly to try to
get a picture of the work there and in the rest of the country.
They visited primarily with Ivan Skoleba, the preacher supported
by Meadowlark at the Shevchenko church in Kiev. They were
ableto spend agreat deal of time with Ivan, aswell as his wife,
Svitlana, and their children, Ruslan and Anya. All got to hear
Ivan speak (with tranglation), and he did afinejob. Ivan has been
working under the tutelage of Rick Pinczuk at the Shevchenko
church, and seems about ready to move out on his own. We hope
to have Ivan and his family to come to Meadowlark as soon as
funds are available. (cont. on pg. 6)

by David Greer

It's no accident that the Meadowlark church building is
located less than amile from the CSU campus. God has placed
us here as an outpost of believers with an opportunity to
powerfully advance His kingdom in the lives of college
students. And beginning thisfall, all of you will have the
chance to take part in this mission as we resurrect an old
tradition here at Meadowlark. Starting in August, Meadowlark
will be hosting student suppers on Sunday Nights, which are
designed to give the college-age folks a chance to have a great
meal together and to spend time with members of the church.
Forming intergenerational relationshipsis aways difficultin a
college ministry, but these meals will provide the perfect setting
for accomplishing this task.

So, we'll be depending on our life groups or groups of
families to come bring food and conversation to these
gatherings. Talk among your Life Group families or friends
and decideif you'd like to help in this ministry. Keep in mind
that thisisn't just atime for you to feed people, but aso atime
for you to encourage and minister to our college-age young
adults who need these relationships to grow and mature
spiritually. Step out on faith and let God use you to change the
lives of afew younger people.

In the coming weeks I’ [l remind you all about this
opportunity and put asign-up list in the lobby. Thanks for your
help!

by Heather Meyer

This project is looking for trainable volunteers to administer
surveys to homeless personsin Larimer County on August 28th and
29th.V olunteers may choose to be part of a street count team or be
stationed at an agency to survey homeless clients. For more
information, please contact Heather Meyer at 962.2705 or via e-
mail at meyerh@xci.loveland.co.us.
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Wedding Shower! Angel & Abel® big day is
coming up soon! There will be a shower for Angel,
in honor of this occasion, on July 6th @ 6:30p.m.
at Martha Well@ house, 1338 Catalpa Dr. If you
are planning to come, please RSVP to Allison
Yelton, 215-9634. Angel & Abel are registered at
Target.

Primetimer s Breakfast—Friday, July 7th @ The
Egg and | on Harmony and Lemay (1112 Oakridge
Drive), 8:00a.m. Primetimers meet for breakfast
every first Friday of the month.

Vacation Bible School will be held July 9" from
5:00p.m.-7:30p.m. and July 10-13" from 9:00a.m.-
11:30a.m. This year's theme is Fiesta. There is a
list in the foyer of items needed to help make this
year a success. If you prefer to donate cash, you
can give that to Shelli Walker or Cristal Kohring.

Mission Trip to Mexicol The teens and many
members of Meadowlark will be on a mission trip
to Mexico July 14-23"". Please keep them and their
work in your prayers.

Date Your Mateis on July 21st, from 6:00p.m. —
10:00p.m. If you would like to volunteer to help
provide childcare for this event, or like to be
involved as a parent in this program, please contact
Sue Jones or Heather Meyer.

We have been having a great time
together on Family Nights! We have had opportunitiesto
get to know each other better and fellowship together over
the month of June. Family Nightswill continue through
the summer. We havelots of exciting things planned, but
we need your help. We still need volunteersfor several
mealsin July and August. We also need volunteersto lead
the devotionals after our mealstogether. Thereare sign up
sheetsin thefoyer to volunteer. If you haven't been to a
Family Night yet, please come and take advantage of this

timeto get to know your family better!

Young Marrieds Life Group Luncheon will be on
July 16th, in the fellowship room @ ML, noon.
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Anyonewho wishesto participate in the Estes
Park Ropes Cour se (August 1st) needsto sign
up on the youth board outside the foyer ASAP.
Cost isonly $30.

Teen Mystery night thisFriday, July 7th at
6:30. Meet at Meadowlark. Do NOT wear your
best clothes!

(mission report cont.)

We would also (tentatively) like to be able
to support young peopl e through the Sunset school
of preaching in Donets k, support them under more
experienced preachers for afew years after
graduation from Sunset, and then have them move
out on their own. As of thiswriting, however, we
do not have the funds for as much as we would like
to do, and are only supporting lvan and a young
man, Artyom, who is going to university in Kiev.

We also got to visit with several other
young prospective preachers, with the help of lvan.
Ivan also brought a young woman, Tatiana (Tanya)
Zozulina, from Donets'k to do the job of
trandation. She has adegreein English, and did a
great job of trandating. Without her, we would
have been logt, as most of the people with whom
we spoke do not speak English. The young men
were Misha, who did speak English, and helped the
young people teach English at Shevchenko;
Mikola, from lvano-Frankivs'k (in the far West of
Ukraine); Alexander, who has preached in
Donets k for five years; and Arthur, who has one-
half year to go at Sunset school of preaching. Ivan
has recommended that we support Mikolato go to
Sunset, and he seems worthy.



Members Selected for Service

July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 July 30

Song Leader D. Greer W. Kohring J. Schmitz G. Bolin B. Hall
Shepherd M. Brown M. Brown M. Brown M. Brown M. Brown
Communion D. Martin B. Bland R. Mankin D. Greer C. Grenier
Server 1 A. Fletcher A. Fletcher A. Fletcher A. Fletcher A. Fletcher
Server 2 B. Dowdy B. Dowdy B. Dowdy B. Dowdy B. Dowdy
Server 3 A. Annon A. Annon A. Annon A. Annon A. Annon
Server 4 J. Albiston J. Albiston J. Albiston J. Albiston  J. Albiston
Comm.Cor. R.Martin
TakeCount R. Martin
Greeters S. Poland/G. Koch  Wheats Tamlins Tamlins TBD
Nursery Attendants: W. Flegane C. Bolding D. Brunk B. Martin C. Batts

S. Kyle N. VanKull V. Martin J. Mankin H. Donahue

E. Walden L. Shumate M. & C. Wdlls C. Lucardie L. & S. Riffle

R. Smith D. Alxeander

(¢ * + #

Sunday Mornings
Classes at 9:00 a.m.

Busy bodies (under 2)—small nursery

2's & 3 s—large nursery—God Made Us

4's, 5's, & Kindergarten—Room 3—God Made Us
1%-4™ Grade—Room 11—Life at Work

56" Grade—Room 13—Old Testament Heroes ||
Adult Class—Auditorium—Don Kyle

College Class—Room 10—Colossians--David Greer

Sunday Nights
Life Groups 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday Nights
Family Nights 6:30p.m. -8:00p.m.
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Child care providers— Date Y our Mate needs severa pairs of volunteers for
DYM Fridaysto provide child care at the building from 6:00p.m.-10:00p.m.
Please contact Sue Jones or Heather Meyer if you can help.

Help Wanted: A Women of Faith coordinator to purchase tickets, make hotel
reservations, collect money, arrange carpooling, etc., for this year®conference,
September 22-23, 2006 at the Pepsi Center in Denver.

Kitchen Coordinator s needed—We need 3 peopl e to volunteer to check the
kitchen each week for towels, dish rags, etc. that need to be washed, and to make
sure that the kitchen stays clean. If you are interested and want more details about
what thisinvolves, contact the office.

Children’s Bible Hour—Volunteers are needed for teaching Children’s Bible
Hour for the rest of thisyear. Thereisasign up sheet for volunteers posted on the
bulletin board. For more info. Contact Loyce Bolin.

We arelooking for anyone who isinterested in helping to control the heating
and cooling systemsin our building. The more people who understand how it
operates, the more likely the building will be comfortable when we are using it.
See John Lucardie if you are able to help in thisway.

Thank you to the Young Married's Life Group and the
Donahues for volunteering to host our family nightsin July.
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M eadowlark Church of Christ

2810 Meadowlark Ave.

Ft. Collins, CO 80526

Phone: (970) 223-7788

Fax: (800) 832-5789

Website:

www.meadow larkchurch.org
E-Mail:

office@meadow larkchurch.org

Sunday Bibleclass 9:00am
Sunday Worship 10:00am
Sunday Evening 5:30pm
Life Groups 5:30pm
Wednesday Bible

Study 7:00pm
Shepherds:

*Milt Brown 221-3256
Tim Brown 223-1949
Chuck Grenier 482-3984
Don Kyle 225-8958

Gary Richards 223-9663
Randy Robinette 493-7427
Chappy Wells 493-9746

* Elder chairman for the
month of duly.
Ministers:

Doug Hall 377-9863

David Greer, Campus Minister
481-4450

Wes Kohring, Youth Minister
225-1173

Administrative Assistant:

Holly Fletcher, 484-4124



