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M eadowlark Church of  Christ 
2810 Meadowlark Ave.     
Ft. Collins,  CO  80526 
Phone: (970) 223-7788    
Fax: (800) 832-5789 
Website:   
www.meadowlarkchurch.org      
E-Mail:   
office@meadowlarkchurch.org  
 
 
Sunday Bible class      9:00am         
Sunday Worship        10:00am 
Sunday Evening          5:30pm 
Li fe Groups                  5:30pm                  
Wednesday Bible  
Study           7:00pm  
 
 
Elders: 
Dale Alexander  223-2663 
* Milt Brown  221-3256 
Tim Brown  223-1949 
Paul Cooper 221-4073 
 Don Fike  229-0676 
 Don Kyle  225-8958 
Marvin Martin  484-8385 
Gary Richards  223-9663 
 
* Elder chairman for the 
month of October 
 
 
 
M inisters: 
Doug Hall, Pulpit Minister   
377-9863  
 
Russ Whitten,  Campus Minister  
494-0999 
 
Wes Kohring, Youth Minister 
 980-9226 
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Hall-Marks 
   

   Guest Editorial 
�

 
Mercy For Ivan’s Victims 

�
First came Charley. Then Frances. And finally Ivan roared out of the Atlantic and onto land surfaces. Trees 

and utility poles, vacation homes and primary residences, bridges and highways – all took a beating. Many suffered 
major damage. And not a few were destroyed and washed away. 

 
But where hurricanes wipe out electricity, phone connections, and roads, they also put people in jeopardy. 

They are indiscriminate in taking the lives of people who cannot get out of harm©s way or who fail to take warnings 
seriously. 

 
Ever notice how we seem to expect sunshine and gentle breezes but refer to hurricanes, tornadoes, and floods 

as "acts of God"? Perhaps you disagree, but I don©t think for a moment that Pensacola was devastated last week be-
cause of the will of God. Random acts of nature put church buildings and brothels, Good Samaritans and Serial Killers 
in the path of the same natural disaster. 

 
I recently ran across a priceless quote to the effect that anybody who expects life to be gentle with him because 

he is a decent human being is as naive as the one who expects a raging bull not to charge because he©s a vegetarian. 
Most of the health and good fortune – as well as the pain and misery – of this old world are dispensed by chance. The 
value of a saint©s faith is not to exempt her from trouble but to sustain her in having to bear her share of it. 

 
A seven-year-old told me Sunday afternoon that they had prayed in her Bible class that morning for the people 

who had been hurt by the storms. We prayed for them in our worship time too. And now it©s time for all of us to band 
together to help God answer those prayers by looking for ways to give aid. 

 
The Red Cross is appealing for blood donors. Other reputable charities are calling for donations to help shelter 

and feed displaced individuals. Maybe your local church is collecting money and supplies for people along the coast, 
in Jamaica, or Cuba. (Let©s be sure not to limit our concern to the people whose citizenship, skin color, and political 
philosophy square with ours.) 

 
Yes, I©ve heard the same reports you have about looters taking advantage of their already-distressed neighbors. 

But those are not the typical stories. Most of the suffering are huddling together, encouraging each other, and sharing 
what they have. They need to know those of us in safer areas care about them. 

 
So I plead with you to end your reading of this piece with a prayer for our neighbors in distress – and with a 

decision about what you©ll do to help them. 
 
     -- Rubel Shelly 
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The college age group has two Bible studies on Monday evenings this semester.  The Women’s Bible study is 
hosted by Charlene Whitten and the topic is The Gospel of John.  The Men’s Bible study is hosted by Seth Tour-
ney, Adam Prior and David Lacy and our topic is 1 Corinthians.  Last week, the guys were reading through the 
second chapter of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians and we paused to discuss the following verse:    “ No eye has 
seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him.”    (I Corinthians 
2:9) 
 
As we were pondering the verse, a fond memory about my daughter came to me.  When Savannah was only two, 
Charlene and I decided that we would take a trip to Disney World in Orlando, Florida.  During the weeks that pre-
ceded the trip, we tried our best to explain and describe to Savannah what a fantastic, wonderful and magical place 
we were going to.  Finally, the day came.  We drove to Orlando, followed the signs and eventually entered the 
massive Disney parking lot.  As you may know, the parking area at Disney World is so huge that they designate a 
certain region with the name of a Disney character so that you can remember where you parked at the end of the 
day.  We parked in the Donald Duck area.  The words, “We’ re here!  We’re finally here!”  seemed to come from 
every car.  Savannah was giddy with joy and excitement, that is, until we started walking away from the car to-
ward the entrance.  Without any warning, Savannah started wailing and crying like we’d never heard her cry be-
fore.  Charlene and I gave each other that “what in the world is going on!”  look.  We finally figured out that Sa-
vannah must have thought the big pole in the parking lot with Donald Duck’s face on it was Disney World and 
that we were leaving it.  I recall this ugly pole even had a metal trash can chained to it.  I kept saying things like, 
“But, sweetie, Disney World’s over there!”   Finally, she trusted us enough to leave the pole, and we entered a 
place that she was not prepared for and could not even imagine.    
 
That little scene moved like a metaphor in my mind.  We get so attached to this world and the things in it, that it 
breaks our heart when we think about leaving any of it behind.  We often wail and cry about our desire to be here 
just a little longer.  God must smile when He sees us so attached to this fallen place knowing the magnificent, in-
describable  heavenly home He has prepared for us.   
 

The apostle Paul encourages us with the following words about our future… 
 “ .....For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruit-
ful labor for me.  Yet what shall I choose?  I do not know!  I am torn between the two:  I  desire to depart 
and be with Christ, which is better by far…”    (Philippians 1:21-24) 

 
".....our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in 

us.”   (Romans 8:18)   
 
 
 
 
On Friday, September 17th, we held our first weekly prayer breakfast within our youth ministry.  For those of you 
that are unaware, prayer breakfasts are times for guys to pray with guys ,and girls to pray with girls at the very 
early time of 6:30 a.m. before school on Friday mornings.  Cristal and the girls are meeting at Gib©s Bagels, and 
the guys are meeting at McDonalds.  You might be wondering why I would devote bulletin article space to 
this.  Let me tell you why prayer breakfasts are so important. 
          On the Thursday before our first P.B., I called my own youth minister David 
to let him know that the next day would be my first P.B on the other side of youth 
ministry.  He called me back and reminded me of many of our own P.B memories.  I 
won©t tell you all of those, but I will tell you that many times, I was the only kid that 
came on Friday mornings to McDonalds to talk and pray with David.  The time we 
spent together was invaluable to my spiritual development.  Anyway, when David 
called me back, he reminded me that if only one teen comes to prayer breakfast then 
it would be a tremendous victory for God.  Time well spent.  I remember loving Fri-
days because of the start of the day with David and some of my friends at McDonalds.  God used that time to lift 
me up.  I was probably more useful to him on Fridays than any other day!  I was ready to do battle for him be-
cause I had started that day in prayer to him with my brothers (or just David).   
           I say all of this to encourage you to encourage your kids to come to prayer breakfast.  And if they cannot 
come that early, have your own prayer breakfast!  I know that God just sits up all night, watching me sleep, just 
waiting for me to wake up and talk to him.  It is THE BEST way to start the day, and it sets the stage for the re-
mainder of it.     Wes Kohring 
      Youth and Family Minister 



 

The next Pr ime Timer ’s breakfast will be Friday, October 
1st at 8:00am.  It will be at The Egg & I (on Harmony and 
Lemay.) 

 
First Sunday Singing:  Our next first Sunday singing will 
be October 3rd.  If you would like to have an opportunity to 
do a bit more singing than we do in our regular services, 
please join us at 4:45pm before our evening service. 
 
Dear  Meadowlark:  I want to thank everyone for your 
prayers, visits, phone calls, and expressions of concern dur-
ing my totally unexpected trip to the hospital.  The doctor 
installed two stents in my heart, and says I should be okay if 
I take care of myself.  Life is full of unexpected twists and 
turns—some good and some bad.  That is why it is so impor-
tant to always be looking beyond this life while making the 
most of this life.  I love you all dearly, Marvin Martin. 
 
Congratulations to Marvin and Vannah Martin!  They are 
the proud grandparents of a new baby boy born Sat. Sept. 
18th in Oklahoma City.  The parents are Tim and Catherine 
Pigg.  The baby’s name is Ethan, and he weighed 6 lbs., 14 
oz., and is 20 3/4 inches long. 
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Devo and Chili supper at the church building on October 
31st --� � � � � � � � � �		� � � � � � � � � �		� � � � � � � � � �		� � � � � � � � � �		Come join us for some fun and ghostly 
fellowship. 
 
On Sunday, September  19th, Charles Spallding was bap-
tized into Christ here at Meadowlark.  His address is 420 
Diamond Dr., Fort Collins, 80525.  His phone number is:  
962-9212.  We rejoice with you Charles! 
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(Russ Nixon is a former Meadowlark member.) 
 
We are happy to announce two recent spiritual births in the 
Vinogradar church, the congregation that Meadowlark sup-
ports in Kiev, Ukraine:  Sveta Shevlyakova, 47, who came 
into contact with Vinogradar through the Ladies’  Club that 
Marina Noyes has been teaching at the community center, 
was baptized by Doug Hall while he was in Kiev.  Oleg 
Koval, 34 was baptized Sept. 17th.  He is the husband of 
Tanya, and father of Karina, both of whom are Christians.  
They also have another younger daughter.  Tanya’s mother 
Alla Bratash, is also a Christian.  We rejoice with these new 
family members! 
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·  Prayer Breakfasts, Friday Mornings, 6:30.  See Wes or 

Cristal for help with transportation for your kid(s).  Guys 
at McDonalds at Harmony and College.  Girls at Gib©s 
Bagels near  Oak Ridge Dr. in South Ft. Collins. 

·  Leaf Raking Service Project-Oct. 23rd.  Details to fol-
low. 

·  The fall retreat @ Camp Buckhorn will be the weekend 
of October 29-31.  The cost will be $60.  You may drop 
off checks in Wes© box or give them to him in per-
son.  Please let the Kohrings or Walkers know if you 
would like to help in any way with the retreat.  We need 
drivers/chaperones! 

·  Area wide gathering in Denver -- Sunday, October 
3rd.  Details to come. 

·  T.O.T.A.L. -- Sunday, October 17th. 
·  5th quarter party -- Friday night, October 15th at the 

home of Brittney Williams. 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
Prayers of praise for the positive outcome of Marvin Mar-
tin’s recent heart procedure.  He will not need bypass sur-
gery.  Continued prayers for:   Jennean Hise, Cindy Mason, 
Elnora Boone, Joan Taylor, Bob Lang, and Eunice Young. 
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    Oct. 3  Oct. 10  Oct. 17  Oct. 24  Oct. 31  
  
Medley Songs   W. Kohring Scott H. J. Schmitz W. Kohring G. Bolin 
Song Leader-AM  W. Kohring Scott H. J. Schmitz W. Kohring Brian S.  
Opening Prayer   W. Kohring Scott H. J. Schmitz W. Kohring G. Bolin  
Elder Prayer   M. Brown M. Brown M. Brown M. Brown M. Brown  
Closing Prayer   S. Burnam G. Perkins E. Williams D. Connally J. Poland  
Communion   G. Brunk D. Walker B. Derman M. Brown R. Donahue  
Server 1   E. Lucardie E. Lucardie E. Lucardie E. Lucardie E. Lucardie  
Server 2   J. Savage J. Savage J. Savage J. Savage   J. Savage  
Server 3   C. Page  C. Page  C. Page  C. Page  C. Page   
Server 4   R. Shumate R. Shumate R. Shumate R. Shumate R. Shumate  
Take Count      
Communion Coordinator T. Gillen T. Brock T. Brock T. Gillen T. Gillen  
PM-Worship   R. Martin       Chili Supper 
      
Greeters    Williams V&MMartin V&MMartin B&DMartin B&D Martin  
    Mankin  Poland   Poland  Riffle  Riffle 
    
Nursery    L.Bolin  P. King(B) M&C Wells(B) K &  S Wheat   R. Smith  
Attendants   S. Murphy M. Brown C. Stevens R. Smith(B) H. Donahue 
    D & S. Walker D. Alexander(B)J. Dillon(B) H. Donahue(B) D & S Jones 
      K. Brown 
Children' s           
Bible Hour   Gillen  Gillen  Walker  Walker  Gillen 
Please meet in the back of the auditorium on Sunday morning before worship service at 9:45am.  Be punctual. 
Please contact Todd Gillen, or the song leader if you cannot serve.  He will arrange for a replacement. 

FAMILY RECORD—SEPTEMBER    
   9/5  9/12  9/19  9/26 
Attendance--        
Bible Class               
   Worship  A.M.  267  287  —                                 
   Sunday P.M.  
   Life Groups                            
 
Weekly Contribution—  
 This Week  $6,716.00  $5,781.00  $4,802.00   
   
Budget                   $6,910.00 
  
 


